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CHAP. I. 

■I ■ ** Celeftml wifdom calms the mind> 

" And makes the happinefs (hc.iloes not find/' 

JOHNSON. 

l5UT the mind, where reafon is habitually 
paramount, gives place but for a moment 
to the anarchy of the paifions. . 

Ellen roufed herfelf from the temporary 
ftupefaftion that had feized her, gnd, rifing, 
returned with all the hafte in her power to 
the houfe. 

Her abfence had already given occa- 

fion for furprife and inquiry; and Mary 

Vol. II. B had 
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had fuggefted, as its probable caufej a fare- 
well vifit to old Deborah. 

It had, however, been protrafted until it 
had produced a confiderable degree of 
anxiety in the breafts of thofc who thought 
every moment of her abfence an hour. 

Mary and Sir William were about to 
have come in fearch of her, when, from the 
windows of the room where they were, they 
faw her approach. They ran towards her, 
and Mary, in accents of folicitude, and Sir 
Williarti in thofc of reproach, eagerly en-- 
quired where Ihe had been. 

^^ With Deborah,*' faid EUen, and in- 
ftantjy the tone of htr voice betrayed the 
emotion which ftill agitated her, and which 
the difcompofure of her countenance, and 
the trembling of hex" limbs, made ftill more 
evident, 

"Why, 
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*' Why, why would you go there ?" faid 
Mary ; " that poor creature's gratitude 
was fure to be too much for you : how - 
much better had it been that you had been 
piaying and finging with us." 

^* I will play and fing with you now/' 
faid Ellen, and in a hurried and fluttered 
manner haftily (at down to the harpfichord ; 
fhe touched the h"eys, but it was difcord, 
not harmony, that fhe produced. Every 
eye was fixed upon her. Her father drew 
near with the extremeft anxiety, and Sir 
William, who had kept clofe to her from the 
moment he had met her, faid, wich a tone of 
chagrin and reproach, *^ this vifit to an old 
woman lias ftrangely difcompofed you." 

" lam indeed extremely difcompofed,'* 
returned (he ; and rifing, " my father, let 
me fpeak to you." 

Mr. Mordaunt, ftruck with a deadly 
fear, though he knew not of what, put his 

B 2 ZXX!X 
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arm round her waift, fhe had need of the 
fupport, and withdrew with her into another 
rooni. 

There a feafonable burft of tears re- 
lieved the almoft burfting heart of Ellen : 
but recovered from this agitation, fhe 
fought to quiet, by a recital of every cir- 
cumftance^ the agonizing alarm that Ihe 
perceived had feized her father. The 
narrative, however, far from alleviating, in- 
creafed every apprehenfion he had before 
felt : in it he thought he faw the wreck of 
Ellen's happinefs, and in her happinefs that 
of her reputation. He th9Ught he faw the 
intended marriage with Sir William bro-. 
ken, and broken from a revived pa.ffion for 
another man ; a paflion which ought to have 
been extinguifhed for ever before fuch a mar- 
riage had been thought of. But he knew not 
Ellen i he knew nOt, that the fevered fuf- 
ferings for another, fearlefs for herfelfi 
could* not turn her afide from the path of 
reftitude and reafon. He faw her agitated, 

alarmed^ 
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alarmed, and unhappy, and he diftinguifhcd 
not the fource from whence thofe feelings 
arofe. He could not hope that it was alone 
pity and fear for Henry that excited them. He 
remained filcnt and thunderftruck, unknowing 
what to fuggeftj ori^hat to advife. 

" Let me entreat you," faid Ellen, *' to 
go to Mr, Thorry:onj let him feek out the 
wretched Henry ; let him, if pofTible, footh 
his dciperation, and lead him to patience." 

« And Sir William !— What Ihall be faid 
to Sir William ?" 

*' I will tell him myfclf every thing." 

« Tell him ! What will you tell him ?'* 

" All that has paffed. I am fure he will 
join in my commiferation for the unhappy 
Henry." 

Mr. Mordaunt felt his fears fubfidc, 

and his hopes revive. ** So untoward a cir- 

B 3 cumftancc,'* 



PLAIN SENSE. 

cumftance/' faid he, hefitating, " may, per- 
haps, excite in Sir William's mind '' 

"Nothing but compaffion furely ; how 
otherways can it afFedt Sir William ? Have 

1 ever dilavowed my afFeftion to Henry ? 
Have I ever pretended that I renounced 
him from any confideration but that of 
duty ? The circumftance of to-night has 
not altered the grounds of that renuncia- 
tion i it has not Ihaken the efteem, the 
love I have for Sir William: they were 
hot founded upon the abfencc of Henry,- 
but upon the good qualities and kind af- 
feftions of Sir William. My defigns and 
my fentimcnt are unaltered. I will indeed 
confefs that my. happinefs is confiderably 
leffcned. I had been taught to believe 
that Henry too had facrificed his firft love 
at the fhrine of filial duty. This belief 
did not form a motive for my own con- 
duft i but it contributed largely to the hap- 
pinefs I hoped to draw from it. I cannot 
be happy while Henry is fo perfe6tly 

wretched. 
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wretched, and made fo by me. But had I 
known the true ftate of his mind fome 
months ago, ftiould I not ftill have afted 
as I have done ? I was not to hold myfelf 
accountable to him ; and now I do know 
it, can it, ought it to have any influence 
on mv aftions ?" 

" My dearefl Ellen, you are every thing 
that a father can wifh ; you are every thing 
you ought to be." 

" Go, dear Sir, go, and fend Mr. Thorn- 
ton in purfuit of our poor wanderer, and 
beg Sir William will come to me." 

The agony of fufpenfe and fear that Sir 
William had undergone during this con- 
verfation, no words can defcribe i nor had 
the feelings of the reft- of the party been 
much lefs acute. On the return of Mr. 
Mordaunt they all crouded round him, 

B 4 *^ Don't 
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" Don't be alarmed,^— there is no harni# 
-r— Ellen has Teen Henry. But go, my 
dear Sir Willi^rn, go, and hear from her- 
felf all that has pafled 5 there is nothing to 
be regretted in the affair but the mifery of 
poor Henry.'* 

*^ Seen Henry T' repeated every voice, 
when Mr. Mordaunt pronounced thcfe 

. words. 

" Nothing to be regretted but the 
mifery of poor Henry !*' faid Sir William, 
and rufhed eagerly to the . room into which 
Ellen had retired. 

She met him with her hand held out to 
him : " Come, my befl- friend, come, and , 
with, your kindnefs footh the agitation, 
tfiat compaffiop for the unhappy Henry - 
has excited.*' 

*' Unhappy Henry ! — Can he. be called 
unhappy, ' Ellen, whofe fufFerings make 

your 
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your eyes overflow ? and for whole lofs the 
bitternefs of your regrets robs even your 
bridal hour of happinefs?" 

" Away with fuch a thought," faid the 
upright Ellen ; "if my heart did not fink 
within rhe, if my whole frame were not 
d.ifcompofed by having been witnefs of his 
diftrefs, I fliould be unworthy of your 
efteem or my own. — Henry was my firft, 
and had not infuperable obftacles interpof- 
cd, would have been my only choice ; but . 
when I bowed before thofe obftacles, it 
was irt a full and perfed fenfe, without any 
mental refervation, , without any lurking 
hope whatever, that I faid I renounced 
him. With equal fincerity, with equal 
finglenefs of heart, I have avowed, that 
your merits and your afreftions have made 
fuch an imprcffion on my mind, that in ' 
confenting to pafs die whole of my life 
with you, I believe I have fecured a pure 
and rational felicity for the i-emainder of 
jfny days. The circumftance of this night, 

B 5 tl\QU^ 
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though it has clouded the ferenity of my 
mind, has made no alteration in its fen- 
timents J and I fliall to-morrow become 
your wife with the fame defircs, with the 
fame fatisfaftion, the fame afFeftions, and 
the fame hopes, that I fhould have given 
you my hand yefterday." 

*^ In fuch an aflurance you feem to give 
me all that I can afki yet, how far Ihort is 
. fuch a modified regard, of the ardent and , 
exclufive love I bear you." 

" Be affurcd," cried Ellen fervently, 
*' that no love can be more exclufive than 
mine, if you mean to confine the fenfe of 
that word to the love that' a wife ought to 
bear her hufband ; if indeed you extend it 
to all the folicitudes of friendfhip, or family 
affeftion, know, that I never felt fuch a 
love — I am incapable of feeling fuch a love; 
and if I were confcious of any tendencies 
towards it, I Ihould think I ought to rc- 

prefe 
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prefs them — I can feel a preferable love, I 
cannot feel an exclufive one." 



" You never felt fuch a love ?*' 

'^ No. — And the engagements that now 
fubfift between us is a proof of it. Had 
not a parent, had not my friends, had not 
my duties, had each their fhare in my 
heart, would thofe ties ever have been 
broken, upon the diffolution of which, thofe 
that now fubfift between you and me have 
been founded.*' 

" Oh ! may I be able," cried Sir Wil- 
liam, tenderly embracing her, " to conne(5t 
an ardent, if not an exclufive love for me, 
with all the energies of fuch a charadber, 
then (ball I be the moft bleft of men." 

*^ Doubt not but jrou will do fo— did I 
believe other ways, no confideratibn what- 
ever would induce me to become your 
wife." 

B 6 Sic 
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Sir William had then patience to liften 
to the circumftances of Henry's fudden ap- 
pearance, and as fudden departure. He 
liftened, but certainly with no compaffion 
correfponding to that felt by the relator ; 
for, as he had a deeply- rooted fear of 
Henry's influence over the mind of Ellen, 
fo, he was not without a feeling towards him 
fprnething refembling hatred. 

Ellen, though fhe told ;all the truth, 
avoided, from a fentiment of delicacy, to 
prefs tipion Sir William's obfervation the 
extent of Henry's wretchednefs, and the 
fcnfe fhe had of it ; and Sir William, though 
he fhrunk from every particular that re- 
prefentcd Ellen as tenderly touched for 
Henry, iliewed aq eager curiofity after the 
mOil minute circumftance that had pafTed ; 
he fought to dra\<^ fomething like cenfure 
of the vehem<?nce Henry had difcovered 
from the iips of Ellen : But' this he fought 
for in vain i the accents of the pureft 
fincerity were ever on thofe lips s nor did any 
6' imagined 
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imagined refinement of feeling ever betray 
her into the wanderings of duplicity, and 
fbe felt only the moft lively and tender 
companion for the forrows of Henry. She 
knew fhe had herfclf been deceived as to 
the ftate of his mind, and had no doubt 
but that equal deceit had been praftifed to- 
wards him, though the nature of the &lf- 
hood was probably different. She could 
impute his indifcreet appearance, his yehe- 
mence, and his diftraftion, only to his having 
been kept defignedly in ignorance of the 
» real fituation in which fhe had been for fome 
time pafl, and from its having at length 
reached him in its full extent, and in fa 
fudden a manner, as to fufpcnd for a time 
all the reltraint of reafon and of prudence ; 
all blame, therefore, was far from her mind, 
and never was anxiety more painful than that 
fhe felt on his account. 

Mr. Thornton at length returned. He 
informed her, that he had traced Henry, 
back to his chaife^ which (his fervants not 

having 
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having received any orders from him) had 
waited at the parfonage, from the moment he 
quitted it until he returned ^ that having 
^ put himfelf into it he had been driven back to 
the next inn, where changing horfes, he 
had again purfucd his journey, evidently 
with a defign to efcape as foon as he could 
from a place which overwhelmed hrm with 
recoUeftions he was unable to bear. 

Ellen could not hope to hear any thing 
XTiOfe confolatory ; , yet the idea of Henry, a 
fugitive, under the guidance only of his 
ungoverned paffions, flying from her, and 
fuffering for her, fixed a pain in her heart, 
that no confiderations on the rediitudc of 
her own condud, or the probable profpedt 
of happinefs before her could remove : Her 
beft balm would have been a frank and 
tender parcipitation in her forrows by Sir 
William. It would have, been, on his part, 
the furcft means of avoiding the evil he 
dreaded i but fhe beheld him with re- 
grct and apprehenfion, gloomy and filenr. 
His attentions towards her wore rather the 
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air of fufpicion than of tendernefs, and 
leemed to fuggeft to her the propriety of 
concealing feelings, which Ihe could not 
but confider, not only as unavoidable, but 
laudable. 

The evening wore away with little latif- 
faftion on any fide, and Ellen retired to her 
apartment with a fear for the peace of her 
future life ; which not the fudden appearance 
of Henry, not thofe recoUeftions that it had 
awakened in her, but the difpofitions which 
it fcemed to have betrayed in Sir William 
had impreflfed on her mind. 

. When Ellen appeared at breakfaft the 
next morning her countenance wore an 
air of thoiightfulnefe, which no one in hei: 
prefcnt circumftances could reprove ; but 
fhe had . endeavoured, as much as poflible, 
to banifh all fadncfs from it. The gay af- ' 
fcdtion.that fparkled in Sir William's eyes, 
and the ardent love with which they were 
darted towards her, did more in one inftant 
5 towards 
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towards producing this efFc6t, than all her 
refleftions and refolutions, formed through 
a flecplefs night, had been able. to accomplifh. 

" Forgive, my deareft love, forgive," 
faid Sir William, *^all thatlaft night might 
look like diftruft, -or difcontent, on my 
part. My feelings might perhaps condemn, 
but my judgment wholly acquitted you ; 
and who will wonder that knows the real 
value of my Ellen's heart, that a fear, , how- 
cvei* unjuftly founded, that it was not 
wholly mine, fhould overwhelm me witlv 
fadnefs?" 

'^ My dear Sir William, only do your- 
felf juftice, and you will never have any 
fear concerning my heart that can give you 
a moment's uneafinefs." 

Sir William, delighted, embraced her, 
and Ellen's almoft loft hope, that the road 
which her vreafon had pointed out to her, 
as furc to lead to happinefs, began to revive; 

The 
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The marriage ceremony was performed 
by Mr. Thornton : Mrs. Thornton and her 
daughter attended their beloved Ellen to 
church, and there they parted. The pain 
of this parting fcene was mitigated on all 
fides by a firm promifc on the part of the 
Thorntons, that many months lliould not 
clapfc before they vifited Berkfhirc. 

Charlotte accompaniejd her filler, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Mordaunt, and their eldeft 
daughter, were to join them at Oakley in 
about a month. 
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CHAP. II. 



** Patience^ ib/eieign o'er tranfmuted ill'/* 

« JOHNH)lt« 



A O Oakley Ellen began Ber joulrticy i 
but in the fitimtion of this country refi- 
dcnce of Sir William's, there was one cir- 
cumftance, that fince the adventure of the 
preceding day, Ellen had adverted to with 
pain. 

Oakley was (ituated firarcely half a mile 
diftant from the fmall houfe belonging to 
Lord Villars, to which he had retired on 
the death of his fon. It was not the ufual 
refidence of the &mily, but ftie knew it was 

a fitvoritc 
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a favorite fpot with Henry, and a place to 
"which he frequently reforted, to purfue the 
fports of the field : (he could not hope that 
he would foon be able to fee her with the 
compofure, without which he ought not to 
fee her at all j and "Ihe felt hurt at being 
the caufc of banilhing him from a place, 
where, in the prcfent ftate of his mind, he 
might probably have found the mod eligible 
relief from the diftraftion and regrets that 
preyed upon his heart. She feared his rc- 
Iburce might be again to quit England, and 
in this conrinued eftrangement from his 
country and family, fbe forefaw a probable 
change in his charafter, and manner of 
thinking, extremely to the difad vantage of 
his happinefs and principles ; flie knew him 
formed to be an ufeful and active member 
of fociety, capable of fulfilling, with honjor 
to himfclf and advantage to others, a«y 
civil or political duty which his ra,nk in 
life, or the circumftances of his country, 
might call him to. To have him wafte his 
cxiftcncc in wandering from one foreign 

court 
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court to another, diftant from evjery domef^ 
tic and every national connexion, a prey to 
ufelefs repining, or the victim of frivolous 
pleafures,. was an idea that filled her mind 
with the moft painful difquictude, a dif- 
quietude that arofe almoft beyond endurance, 
when ftie ventured to aik hcrfdf the queftion> 
" What has driven him to this ?'' 

Sir William obferved, with chagrin, her 
anxiety, and the folicitbde with which fhc 
defired to hear fomethlng of Henry ; ^but in 
every other particular he had reafon to think 
himfelf the moft fortunate of men. 

The charms of Ellen's pcrfon and con* 
verfation, the fwcetnefs of her temper, and 
the unfeigned afFeftion that her every ac- 
tion manifefted towards him, left him nothing 
to wifti, had he known how to have regulated 
his wifhes by the rule of reafon. 

/But, in fa£b. Sir William was neither rea- 
fonable nor amiable. Under all the exte- 
rior 
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rior graces that a pleafing perfon, poHfhcd 
manners, and a good and cultivated unde-r- 
ftanding could beftow, he was vehement in 
his temper, and, whcrn .thoroughly provok- 
ed, implacable. Lavifli in purfuit of his 
own gratifications, niggardly in promoting 
thofeof others; he loved Ellen with all the 
ardency of paflion ; but he loved her as a 
poffeffipn, in which he could not bear that 
any odier (hould have a (hare. The mild- 
nefs of her manners, and the reafonablenels 
of her conduft, with the complacent ftate 
of mind that belongs to a fuccefsful lover, 
had preferved him during his refidence in 
Northumberland from* every poflibiiity of 
betraying his naT:ural difpofition, and with- 
out defighing to praflife any deception, Sir 
William Ackiand, in the firft months of 
Ellen's knowledge of him, and Sir William 
Ackiand during the reft of his life, were two 
men, of diftindt and feparate charafters. 

It was, however, only flowly, and by de- 
grees, that the true and unamiable chara6ter 
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was difclofed to the unwilling obfervation of 
Klleni and it was not until every doubt was 
done away, in the-mofl: calamitous certainty, 
that Ellen would allow herfelf to believe 
that the man who could appear reafonable, 
obliging, kind and generous, was, in truth, 
unpcrfuadeable, harfh, violent, and felfifh. 
But the difcovery was not yet made — the 
prefent hour was all harmony, and the 
brighteft profpefts opened before her. 

She wasjoincd bjr the family, from Groby 
Manor, at the time appointed ; and Ihe learned 
with ^ fatisfaftion that baniflied all ladnels 
from her mind, thai* Henry had fignified 
his defign to his father of taking up his 
abode in England; he was at prefent en- 
gaged in making an excurfion to the North 
of Scotland, but he had promifcd to joitl 
his father at the Park at Chriftmas. 

In truth, however vehement and reftlefs 
Henry might have been, while his mind was 
divided between hope and fear^ and while 

inaftion 
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inaflion on his part might be acceflary to 
the lofs of his happinefs, he had no fooner 
recovered from the paroxyfm of grief and 
defpair, into which the confummation of 
his misfortune had thrown him, than he 
roufed all the faculties of his mind to bear ' 
with the conftancy and dignity of a rational 
creature, griefs that no impatience or extra- 
vagance could in any way leflen. 

Of Ellen's perfon and Ellen's charadter 
he was enamoured. He looked around, 
and in his idea faw nothing equal to her 
on earth ; and he felt that, however impelled 
by paflion, or mifled by fancy, he might in 
any future hour be tempted to form a tem- 
porary engagement with another woman, 
that there was no other whom the fanftion 
of his judgment could allow as worthy to 
fuGceed Ellen in his afFeftions as a wife ; 
lead of all could the frivolous, the incon- 
fequent Lady Almeria be worthy ; he con- 
fidered her too as the efficient caufe that 
. had feparated him from Ellen i and if to 

other 
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Other women he were indifferent, to Lady 
Almeria he was abhorrent. 

But in refolving that no confidcration 
fhould ever compel him to accept of her as 
a wife, he wifbed to foften the obduracy pf 
his oppoQtion to his father*s will as rtiuck ds 
poffible. It was in this light that he turned 
with difapprobation from the idea that had 
once ^ appeared feducing to him, of living, 
like a vagabond upon earth, wandering from 
place to place, and finding no where a home. 

" I have a home, I have a family, I have 
a country," faid he: " deareft Ellen ! with 
what delight, animated by your approba- 
tion, fhould I have endeavoured to have 
fulfilled my duties to them all ! Your love 
muft no longer be my reward ; but your 
virtue fhall be my ftimulator, your^eye fhall 
follow me through life, and it fhall not weep 
for the degeneracy of your coiifin. 

Three 
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Three days after the marriage of Ellen 
Henry was fufficiently mafter of hlmfelf to 
form this refolution, and to write the fol- 
lowing letter in confequence of it to his 
father. 



'^ III would It become me, my Lord, to 
reproach you for the defolation you have 
brought upon me ; I wifli my wrongs to be 
as filent as they are novv hopelefs of redrefs ; 
I would willingly impute fome part of them 
to miftake ; and that the fatal confequences 
of fuch miftakcs may fpread no farther, it 
behoves me, my Lord, to fpeak with the 
moft unequivocal franknefs as to my prefent 
fentiments, and my future defigns — let me 
•entreat your pardon \^hile I do fo. 

'^ The duty I would wi(h to offer to your 
Lordfliip is unlimited obedience 5 but the 
circumftances in which I am placed render 
fuch a duty impoffible : that, image which, 
the hand of virtue herfelf imprefled upoa 
my hearty that afieftion that was once 

VOL. II. c honoured 
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honored by your Lordftiip's fanftlon, mufl: 
and will remain the chcrifhed inniate of my 
breaft, until the warm current of life c^ales 
to flow, and the power of memory is fuf* 
pended. 

*' I will be now no hufband, my Lord : 
but, with this exception, I will endeavour 
to be every thing xhat your Lord (hip can 
defire. If I 'am taught to hope, that upon 
this condition I may be allowed to refurrie 
liiy place in your family, and to participate 
in the bleflings of domeftic fociety, I will 
rather endeavour to find a balm for my 
griefs in the fcrupulous difcharge of my 
duty to my relations and country, than feek 
an afylum in fome foreign land, where 
buried from all obfervation, I once in- 
tended, I and my forrows fnould be men- 
tioned no more. But if — O pardon me> 
my Lord, that I am obliged to be thus 
peremptory, — if ftill the perfecution, which 
in its progrefs has involved me in fo much 
difl"refs, is to be carried on> then, my 

Lord, 
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Lord, fhall 1 be compelled to bid adieu to 
my native foil for ever. 

*' My refolucions are not to be fliaken, nor 
will I, by allowing of the apparent poffibi- 
Hty of my wavering, be acceffary to any 
prolongation of hope in the bread of your 
Lordfhip, or of any other 'interefted in my 
decifion, that muft end in dilappointment. 

" I entreat your Lordfliip, that thefc my 
unalterable refolves may be made known in 
the moft explicit manner to any v/hom you 
may imagine they may concern. I would 
willingly in my own perfon be faved a 
harfhnefs towards thofe who may conceive 
they have a tide to even fomething more 
than gratitude from me, but if your Lord- 
fliip is averfe from faving me this impleafant- 
nefs, I fliall be conftrained rather to 
incur the charge of infcnfibility, than that 
of deceit. 

C2 '^ I fhall 
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" I fhall continue at this place until 1 am 
favoured with your Lordfhip's anfwer, and 
whatever it may be, I fhall endeavour to 
bend my mind to it, with all the fubmiflion 
that becomes, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's 

Moft dutiful and ever devoted, 

Henry Villars. 



Lord Villars had been apprifcd of Henry's 
interview with Ellen, and the defpera-- 
tion that he had manifefted ; and his mind 
had been filled with the moft lively appre- 
henfions in confequence. There was no 
extremity that be had not feared Henry 

might 
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might be driven to, and therefore the con- 
tents of this letter relieved him from a ftatc 
of moil painfUl anxiety. 

At the inftant it was written he could 
cxpcft nothing lefs than a formal renuncia* 
tion of the whole fex for Ellen's fake, but 
Lord Villars little feared that a man of Henry's 
years, and Henry's difpofition, would 
turn hermit. His defire of being upon 
amicable terms with his father, and his pur- 
ppfc of continuing in England pcrfuaded 
i/>rd ViUarsi that time might yet produce 
^ the efFqcts he wifhcd. 

■ He readily promifed that neither Lady 
Almeria or any other woman Ihould be of- 
fered to his acceptance, and manifefted th!c 
moft paternal concern for his prefent fuf- 
ferings: " Sufferings/' he faid, " which made 
his own heart bleed, and which nothii)g 
•but the moft cruel neceffity could ever have 
induced him to have inflifted on a fon, 
whom he loved as he did his own foul.'* 

c 3 Promifed 
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Promifcs and profcflions coft Lord Vil- 
lars nothing; they were equally for the 
prcfcnt moment without reference to the 
paft, or thought of the future. He knew, 
indetd, how, by the colouring he could 
give to any after events, to " keep his pro- 
sxi'jfc to the ear and break it to the fenfej' 
^Cfdefircd Henry to come direftly to the 
i-arkj where, whatever. Lord Villars did; 
Lady Villars longed to lee him. Henry 
had accordingly made them a vifit of .a few 
day Si but at the expiration of that time 
had gone upon a tour into the Highlands, 
hoping by the means of a variety of objefts, 
and conftant change of place, a little to- 
blunt the edge of thofe remembrances, 
which, while they prelcrved their prefent 
acutenefs, were' at moments, more than 
Jiis reafon and his fortitude could fupport. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 



** I knew a ^ench married in an afttmoon, as /he went to the 
** gard«n.for paifley, to ftuiFa rabbit, and £0 may you.'* 

. shakespears. 

Lord VILLARS and his femily had 
been among fonnc of Ellen's firft vifitors: 
from the ofFenfive flattery and ftudied fond- 
nefs of Lord Villars, flie could not but 
turn with undifguifcd averfion, but in the 
friendfhip and partiality of Lady Villars 
fhe experienced a very fiucere pleafure. 

Lady Villars had no very clear" idea of 
the whole merit of Ellen's conduct, but fhe 
thought herfelf under important obligations 
to her for the readincfi with which Ihe had 

C 4 - Q^\JL\it.^ 
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quitted her rights to a connnexion with 
her fon, — a connexion, which Lady Villars 
honeftly believed would have been atendcd 
with the moft fatal confequences to her 
whole family. 

Lady Villars therefore rejoiced in Ellen's 
prefcnt fituation, as in what fhe thoug)it a . 
due reward for the generous fclf-denial fhe 
had pradifed in her conduct towards Henry. 
But when fhe faw with what propriety 
Ellen fupported the rank of life in which 
file was placed, how flic adorned and ani- 
mated fociety, and how fhe conciliated the 
affcftions: of all who approached her, fhe 
could hardly reprefs a regret that any con- 
lideration, however powerful, fhould have 
ftood in her way, to the fecuring to herfclf 
fuch a daughter, and her fon fuch a wife. 

With Lord and Lady Villars came Lady 
Almeria: from Lady Villars, whofc inte- 
grity forbade her concurring in any decep- 
tion, fhe had learnt the contents of Henry's 

letter. 
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letter ; flie therefoi'e knew that her brows 
were bound with willow j but her heart 
leemed not the lefs light for this — Ihc 
rattled, laughed, danced, rode and walked 
with the gayeft and happieft of her compa- 
nions, made a jell of Henry's cruelty, and 
rallied Ellen on her charms, which loft no 
part of their afcendancy even over a hopelefs 
lover. Ellen's gravity upon fuch occafions 
would have taught any one but the infenfi- 
ble Lady Almeria referve upon this fub* 
jeft y but Lady Almeria had a love of mif- 
chief in her difpofition, which no confidcra- 
tion for another was fufficicnt to check her 
in the gratification of; and though fhe had 
no pleafure in tormenting Ellen, ilie thought 
it good fport to make Sir William Jealous. 

To a wild girl of little more than feven- 
teen Sir Wiliiam, at paft /forty, fcemed a 
Methufalem, and fhe thought it comical to 
make the old gendeman (as fhe called him) 
knit his brow and pour, by talking of the 
love and the merit of his young rival. 

C5 lady 
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Lady Villars would have reprefled this 
impertinence, but Lady Almeria was incor- 
rigible ; for joined to no common degree of 
inconfideration, (he was fenfible of the im- 
portance fhe was of to the family, and was 
not unconfcious that in fpite of the prefent 
coldnefs of Henry, Lord Villars had not 
refigned his hopes of making her one day 
his daughter-in-law. 



-o* 



She therefore often treated both Lord 
and Lady Villars with a kind of civil info- 
lencc, and very openly affcrced her right of 
having her own way in every thing: fhe 
did not want talents, or difcernment, and 
fhe dcfpifed Lady Villars as much for the 
narrowncis of her underftanding as fhe did 
Lgrd Villars for the fordidnefs of his views. 

Lord Villars tolerated all this, in confide- 
ration of the number of her eflates, but 
Lady Villars foon conceived a decided 
diflike to her, and a deep-rooted fear of her 
ever becoming the wife of her fon^ this 

diQike 
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diflike and this fear were rendered more 
ively by the comparifoh (he daily made 
between her Charafter and that of Ellen. 

But Lord Villars' hopes and Lady Vil- 
lars' fears were alike unfounded, and were 
one proof more, added to the thoufands 
that occur every day, that if the fufferings 
of life were to be confined to afliial misfor- 
tunes, the mountain of human woes which 
now feems fo immenle and extended, 
would Ihrink into a mole-hill, of a fize fo 
fmall as almoft to efca!:e obfervation. It is, 
however, infeparable from our nature, that 
our Riiferings fliall be more from what we . 
fear, than from what we feci, and in reck- 
oning the forrows attached to our exigence 
here, we arc to eftimate not what is, but 
what it is apprehended, may be. 

Amongft the joyous circle that Ellen on 
her marriage bad drav/n round her at- Oak- 
Jey, her brother was not forgotten. 

c6 H2 
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He had continued under the private tuition 
where Mr., Mordaunt had placed him 
on his return from Jamaica, until of a fuffi- 
cient age to be fent to college, and at eigh- 
teen he had been removed to Oxford, 

Mr. Mordaunt, dreading the influence of 
his wife on the charadler of his fon, had 
fuffered him to fpend as little time as pofii- 
ble at Groby Manor, while he continued a 
fchopl-boy, and after his removal to Oxford 
had continued fo to fill up his vacations 
with fome pleafurable fcheme or other, as 
almoft totally to baniOi him from thence, 
without any appearance of defign or un- 
kindnefs. But he was now grown to man- 
hood, and precautions of this kind were no 
longer poffible or neccffary ; nor could Mr. 
Mordaunt any longer refufe himfelf the fa- 
tisfadlion of ^fTociating with his fon, efpcr 
cially as he flattered himfelf, that his own 
opinions might probably now have ^more 
influence over him than thofe of" his 
mother. 

William 
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William Mordaiint had now therefore 
joined the family party at Oakley ; he was 
handfome, gay, and good-humoured, but 
he was wild, inconfiderate, and ungovern- 
able. ' 

Lady Almeria and he were drawn to- 
wards each other, by a fympathy of cha- 
racter and difpofition. From the firft hour 
of their acquaintance they became infepa- 
rable, and Lord Viilars fav/ that if he did 
not find fome immediate remedy for this 
impending evil. Lady Almeria's fortune 
would be loft to his family for ever. 

He had recourfe, to his ufual means,- 
delay. 

He laid before Lady Almeria the in- 
equality and degradation of the connexion 
that flie feeined difpofed to form, andde-^ 
clared, that while fhe was under his direc- 
tion, neither his honour nor his confciencc 
would permit him to iufFer it. 

6 Ladn 
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Lady Almeria liftened in filence and 
with an infolent nonchalance to his lefture, 
and when he had ended it, twiiting her fafli 
ribbon round her arm as llie went out of 
the room, replied becvv'cen her ceeth, ^^ We'^ 
muft wait until I am one-and-twenty then." 

If Lady Almeria would but wait, it was 
air Lord Villars could dare to hope from 
her, and from his own machinations during 
this period of expt6tatio!l^ he was to look 
for what further was v.'anting to* his fucccfs. 
From his ufual co-adjucrice, Mrs.. Mor- 
daunt, he could not in this cafe expcft any 
affiftance -, for however defirous fhe might 
be to promote the interefts of her nephew 
in general, when they came in compctitioa 
with thofe of her fon, they could not be! . 
expedled to have any but a fecond place. 
She had ften the growing fondnefs between 
him and Lady Almeria, and had fecretly 
refolvcd to do all in her power to^ forward 
it. It had been obferved by Mr. Mordaunc 
with very different wifhcs and views, but he 

wifely 
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Wifely thought a fceming inattention to 
what was going on the moft likely method 
of preventing a fancy from growing into a 
prejudice ; and he imagined if his fon were 
not led by oppofition into making engage- 
ments with himfelf, not to give up Lady 
. Almeria, that the prefent partialicy would 
probably end in a boy and girPs fhort-lived 
flirtation, without any farther confcquence. 

But the precipitancy of Lady Almeria's 
paflions rendered the plans of hinderance 
on the part of Lord Villars and Mr. Mor- 
daunt, and thofe of afllftance on the part o£ 
Mrs. Mordaunt, equally vain and ufeiefs. 

Lady Almeria had liftened to Lord Vil- 
lars with the moft apparent indifference; 
but this did not arife from her being carc- 
Icfs as to his oppofition to her defigns, but 
, from her refolution that all oppofition, from 
whatever quarter, fhould prove vain. 



Sh 
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She went direftly from Lord Villars to 
William Mordaunt ; Ihe found him pradif- 
ing archery with fome of his companions. 

" Come along with me," faid fhc, " I 
have fomething to fay to you ; Guardy, (for 
fo (he was accuftomed in contempt to call 
Lord' Villars) ^' Guardy," faid ihcy when 
they were alone, "" has been fulminating 
his interdict againft my bccotiiing your 
wife. Neither his honor nor his confcicnce, 
fbrfooth, can allow of fo unequal a con- 
nexion ; that is, his honor dcfigns to give 
my perfon to his fon, who cares' not a pin 
for me, and his confciencc appropriates my 
fortune as the provifion for his younger 
children j but if I and my money are to go 
to ruin they fhall go my own way. He will 
V not find me fo foon moralized and lenti- 
mentalized out of my rights as he found 
your fifter Ellen. What fay you? are you 
inclined to truft my conftancy through all 
the battleings and all the temptations with 
which it will be aflaulted in the next four 

years 3 
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years j or will you make fliort work of it, 
and meet me with a cHaife and four at the 
corner of the park wall, at one in the morn- 
ing, and away to Scotland; and let Guardy 
try, with all his bay and brown coach horfcs 
to overtake usr" 

" To-night ! — this moment ! in the face 
of the fun, in fpite of alt the guardians and 
all the coach horfes in the world." 

** That wouU be fpirited; but no— we 
feould have fcolding, and hectoring, and 
locking up, and the Lord .knaws what. I 
think I could be match for them there 
too, but I hate unneceflary trouble, and 
have no defire to play the part of a dif- 
trefled damfcl -, let us dp the matter quietly, 
at one, by the filent light of the moon. O 
Lord, it does not Qiinc, — ^but no matter, the 
ftars will do as well ; I will be punftual to 
the minute ; if you are out of calh I can 
fupply you i I received my quarterage two 

days 
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days ago, and having paid no biHs, k is 
luckily entire.'* ' ..•..'. 

" Well, be it fo,~atonecxaaiy.*', \ . 

" To .a fccondj — there's my hand; upon 
its and now let us go to our aunts,. a[nda)UE 
uncles, and our coufins, and our guardians, 
and behave prettily y- ' as. a good little Mafter 
and Mifs ought to dia^ and' we may laugh 
at them the .more when we arc by purfelvcsi.'* 

And. thus, in lefs than ten minutes did 
thefe two thoughtlefs creatures- determine 
upon a ftep, on which, all- the .happincfs 
or mifery of their futufiC lives depended.:^. . 

■ • ■ J.' ■} ' ' ^ ^.'! 

William found no difficulty in engag4 
ing a chaifc ^nd four to be at the appoint- 
ed fpot, at the hour fixed upon, rior Lady 
Almeria any in difmifling her maid before 
fhe was undreffed, nor, when (he was gone, 
in wrapping herfelf up "in her furs, and, 
with a fmall bundle of linen in her hand, 
defcending the (lairs, • opening the door 

into 
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into the garden, or in proceeding from 
thence to the park, or finally in keeping 
her appointment with William. 

At the corner of the park wall (he found 
him^ he received her with ^11 her gaiety 
of youth, and all the raptures of a lover ; 
they put themfelves into the chaife together, 
and before Lady Almeria was miffed in 
the morning, had^ proceeded too far on 
their way to Scotland to give J^ny hopes of 
fuccefs from a purfuit. 

Whatever confufion the difcovery of 
their flight might occafion in the fs^mily at 
Qaklcy, or whatever inward vexation it 
> caufcd Lord Villars, who thus faw a final end 
to all his ambitious prpje^Sls, yet the near* 
nefs of the connexion in all the individuals 
who compofed that family, prevented any 
violent difplay of difappointment or cha- 
grin. Lord Villars thought proper to glofi 
over the matter with an affurance, that al- 
though the refpeft that he had for the truft 

repofcd 
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repofed in him byxLady Almena'a father, 
would have prevented his confenting to 
fuch a match, yet the regard that he enter- 
tained for the interefts of his nephew, 
made him, fince it had been concluded 
without his concurrence, finccrely rejoice 
in it. . ; 

With an air of acting under the fe feel- 
ings, he made, though fomething with an 
ill grace, his copgra tuitions to Mr. Mor- 
daunt, and Mr. Mordawnt with infinitely 
more fincerity affured him, that had the 
connexion depended upon • him, it had 
never taken place,- and indeed the deep 
figh that the reflection upon the mifery 
that an ill-judged marriage can occafion, 
drew from him, evinced, that neither the 
Iplendor of Lady Almeria's birth., nor the 
grcatnefs of her fortune, compejil'ated in 
his opinion for the lightnefs of her mind 
and the unfcelingnefs of her heart. 

The 
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The latisfaftion, however, of Mrs. Mor- 

daunt, who judged very differently, knew 

no bounds, and Lady Villars could not 

•help joining (though from very different 

motives) in her pleafure. 

The fate of Lord Villars, upon this oc- 
cafion, was peculiarly hard. While half 
the world called his honefty in queftion for 
having facrificed the interefts of his ward 
to thofe of his nephew ; the other half ar- 
raigned his prudence in fuffering fuch a 
prize to go out of his own family ; thefe 
cenfures were equally unfounded : He had 
fpared no pains to preferve Lady Almeria 
from his nephew, he had left no art un- 
eflayed to fecure her to his fon. 

This event affefted Ellen very fenfibly; 
fhe could not but be plcafed that Henry was 
relieved from all perfccution on Lady Al- 
meria's account, and that he was fafe from 
the poffibility of yielding to it; but the 
very unfavourable opinion fhe had of Lady 

Almeria's 
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Almcria*s charafter, and which a farther 
knowledge of her had confirmed, filled her 
mind with the moft lively apprehenfions 
for the happinefs of her brother. 

The young couple, however, were wel- 
comed on their return from Scotland, with- 
out much reproach on any fide, the necef- 
fary arrangements for their eftablifhment 
were made, and harmony feemed reftore'd 
to all the parties concerned. 

Another event which happened in the 
family of Ellen, at this time, occafioncd 
much more fcrious confternation and 
dift'refs. 

Mrs. Mordaunt had long had the mor- 
tification of being witnefs to the mifery 
and poverty of her eldcft daughter ; no one 
reproached her as the caufc, but, notwith- 
ftandin^ her natural indifference to every 
forrow that did not attack her perfonally, 
flie could not avoid making herfelf the 

moft 
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moft fcvere reproaches ; ftie now faw the 
fatal confummation of her ill-laid plans 
of ambition and vanity. The miferable 
daughter was returned upon their hands; 
the unprincipled man whom fhe had cho- 
fen for her hufband, having collefted the 
remnants of his ruined fortune, had left 
his wife and two children to beggary, and 
had quitted England, as he faid, for ever. 

Mr. Mordaunt was little able to bear 
this additional burthen ; there was however 
no alternative: his daughter and her chil- 
dren were ftarving ; Groby Manor was the 
only afylum open to themj to Groby 
Manor therefore, afcera vifit of three months 
to Ellen, Mr. Mordaunt conduced his 
wife and the reft of his family. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 



" Wc know each other's faces— for our hearts—" 

, - SHAKESPEARi. 

JjjLLEN and Sir William were now left 
alone, and Ellen had leifure to look 
around her and confider the duties and en- 
gagements that her riew fituation called her 
to the performance of. 

In the fcheme of happinefs, that in con- 
lenting to a marriage with Sir William 
Ackland, fhe had planned for herfelf, a very 
prominent feature had been the regular and 
fyftematic affiftance fhe fhould be able to 
adminiftcr^ to the wants, both of mind and 
^ cftate 
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tftatc, of her poor neighbours. In the ful- 
nefs of her benevolent felf-gratulation, fhe 
had faid, " when the ear hears me, it Ihall 
blels me; when the eye lees me, it fhall 
give witnefs to me ; the bleffing of him 
who is ready to perlfli, (hall come upon 
me, and I will caufe the widow's heart to 
fmg for joy.'* 

In her imagination fhe educated the 
young, (he encouraged the middle-aged, 
and (he fupported the old. She faw the 
neat cottage arife at her command, the or- 
derly arranged bee -hive reft againft the 
wall, a fourcc at once of pleafure and of 
profit; the litde flower plot put forth its 
beauties ; the orchard yield its fruits, and 
the virtues of integrity and induftry lead 
content, health, and afluence in their train. 

Such were the vifions that had filled the 
mind of Ellen, who, wholly infenfible to every 
happinefs (he could not communicate, 

VOL. II, D thought 
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thought (he placed her own felicity on the 
fureft bafis, when fhe extended it to others. 

Such were the vifions that had filled the 
mind of Ellen before her marriage, and 
aniidft the hurried and bufy fcenes that had 
held her almoft wholly engaged in v/hat ap- 
peared more perfonally to concern herfclf 
for the firft three months after it. took place, 
ihe had by no means loft fight of them. 

In all her excurfions in the environs of 
^Oakley, fhe had looked around her with 
reference to the favorite objcdt that filled 
her mind; fbe had endeavoured to make 
fome enquiry into the fituation of the cot- 
tagers, and to form an acquaintance with 
the pooreft of her neighbours, but fhe found 
difficulties that had never occurred to her 
imagination. 

The long refidence of Sir William abroad, 

and the charafter of his 'immediate ancef- 

tors, who had fpcnt \little of their rime at 

6 their 
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their principal country refidence, and who 
liad bellowed lefs of their thoughts upon 
the wants and claims of the poor that fur- 
rounded it, had long occafioned Oakley to 
be forgotten by the difcafcd and neceflitous, 
and. had made its owners to be confidered 
as hard and feifiOi people of fafhion, who 
regarded their eftate no farther than as ic 
could furnifh the fupply to their plcafures 
or their vices. There were no* old fervants 
to whom Ellen could apply for informa- 
tion, how to direft her benevolence ; her 
houfehold confifted of a fct of domeftics 
whom Sir William had collefted upon his 
marriage, all ftrangers to that neighbour- 
hood, and indifferent to its interefts. The 
fteward was a man whom Sir William had 
brought out of Wales, profefltdly becaufe 
he fhould have no predileftion for any ot 
thofe with whom he would have to deal. 
Sir William knev^ as little of the refid-ats 
on his eftate, as any of his dependants, far- 
ther than if they paid their rents well or ill ; 
and whenever Ellen endeavoured to lead 

D 2 him 
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him to think upon the fubjeft, or to open 
her own plans, he either reprefled her by a 
look of difapprobation, or laughed her out 
of countenance on the tafte fhc had of be- 
coming a Lady Bountiful. 

Ellen willingly imputec| this backward- 
nefs to what flie ftill believed Sir William 
muft think right, and would therefore in 
time purfue, to the contrary habits in which 
he had been fo long engaged, to the differ- 
ent folicitudes that at prefent occupied 
him, and to the novelty of a country life, and 
country cares ; to her he was lavilh, and 
therefore (he could diftribute her guineas 
around her to the relief of immediate and 
importunate diftrefs, and with this fhe en- 
deavoured to reft fatisfied, until time would 
enable her to mature her plans of more 
permanent afliftance; affiftance that would 
equally relieve the diftrefTes of indigence, 
corred the errors of ignorance, and reclaim 
the wanderings of vice. 



As 
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As Sir William and Ellen rode or walked 
out together, fhe would afk queftions of 
the women or children that fell in her way, 
or would ftop and enter any cottage that 
either from its ncatnels or defolation parti- 
cularly drew her attention : but Sir William 
betrayed the greateft impatience on her 
thus withdrawing her attentions one mo- 
ment from him. He feemed enraptured to 
have her left to himfelf, and as if he could 
not endure that even her duties fhould 
Ihare her with him. The perfeft indifFer- 
cnce, or marked difapprobation, with which 
he heard her tales of diftrefs, and her projefts 
for relieving the fufferers, awakened Ellen 
to a moft painful conviAion that ^fhe muft 
confider herfelf as fufficicntly happy, if (he 
were allowed in filence and unobfcrved as 
it were, to purfue them, but that (he muft 
not hope from Sir William either concur- 
rence or applaufe. Ellen here firft tafted 
of thofe waters of difappointment, which 
were afterwards to flow with fo full a 
ftream. 

D 3 The 
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The affcdion (lie entertained for Sir 
William was compofed of confidence and be- 
nevolence ; of a fenfe of the virtues fhc be- 
lieved he pofleflcd, and of the gratification 
that his manner^ and converfation afforded 
to her tafte. On this affedtion fhe had boldly 
promifed herfelf happinefs in her connexion 
with him, notwithftanding the decided pre- . 
ference fiie had formerly entertained for 
Henry. She looked arbund her, and faw a 
very fufficient degrex^ of happinefs attached 
to the ftate of rfiarriage, where the contraft- 
ing parties vv^erc well known not to have 
united themfeives with the objeds of their 
firft affeftions 5 and fhe- religioufly believed 
that felicity depended ^much more upon the 
qualities of the hufband, than upon the ac- 
cidental circumftance of his having been 
the firft perfon whole merit had made any 
impreflion upon the heart of the wife. 
^' Sir William is worthy, is pleafing/* faid 
Ellen, ^^ and I fhall be happy." Nothing 
could have been, more juft than her con- 
clufion, had her premifes been firm: but if 

the 
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the virtues were to difappcar on which her 
confidence and her benevolence refted, how 
inadequate to her happincfs would be that 
afFeftion which had ^nothing left for its 
fupport but the external graces of manner 
and converfation. 

Ellen foon found the whole fcheme of 
her happinefs muft be incomplete, but fhe 
ftill flattered herfelf (for (he was young, and 
had all that fanguincnefs of difpofition that 
accompanies the warmeft philantropHy ) 
that fome parts were yet in her power. She 
had promifed herfelf indeed that Sir 
William would go hand in hand with her in 
her virtues> as well as her pleafures -, but it 
fhe could not accomplifh the firft, Ihe yet 
did not defpalr of the fecond, and was not 
without hope that by. this ci;-cuitous road 
Ihe might at length lead him to the point 
Ihe wiflied ; fhe therefore eagerly concurred 
with him in a defign he had formed, of 
building her a dairy houfe j but the often- 
tation be difplayed in his manner of doing 
D4 it, 
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it, and the parade he made of ftudying her 
tafte, while he (hewed the moft unequivo- 
cal diflatisfaftion if that tafte differed in the 
fmalleft degree from his own, cffeftuaUy 
fickened poor Ellen of the dairy- houfe long 
before it was finifhed, and (he never drank 
one bowl of cream within its walls uncon- 
taminated by the efFefts of Sir William's 
felfifhnefs, violence, or jealouly. 

Every day brought the difappointed Ellen 
frefh proofs of all tho(e failings in the 
mind of him whom (he had engaged to 
love and refpeft. 

His expences flowed but. in the fingle 
channel of felf-gratification. They reached 
hr indeed, becaufe to ornament and in- 
dulge her made at prefent a principal part 
of his gratification ; but to have pleafures, 
however innocent or praife- worthy, that 
Jhe did not refer to him, (he foon difco- 
vcrcd would be confidered as a crime. 

From 
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From the fofteft manners and moft cMirt- 
ly addrefs, fhe frequcndy faw him, on the 
flighteft provocation from a fervant, be- 
come furious and abufive, and fhe could 
not conceal from herfelf, that in his deal- 
ings with his dependents he was oppreffive 
and tyrannical. 

EUen^was the admiration and the love of 
the neighbourhood ; her youth and gaiety 
of difpofition led her to participate in all 
the pleafures that were offered to her, and to 
promote them by every means in her power. 
Sir William foon taught her, for no one 
could be more quick in taking a hint, that 
fuch gaiety and fuch good neighbourhood, 
were difpleafing to him ; and Ellen quietly 
withdrew from her ufual parties. To have 
made fuch a facrifice to any reafonable 
feeling in the breaft of Sir William, would 
have coft Ellen nothing: it was the con- 
fcioufnefs that Ihe made it - to • the Hydrse- 
headed monfter, Jeatouly, that gave it any 
fting, 

DS Of 
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. Of whom, it win alked, was Sir William 
jealous ? Of evrery body, of every thing 
that contributed to the pleafures of Ellen, 
independent of his agency. 

All the unfavorable fufpicions relative to 
Sir William's heart and temper, which had 
in a vague and doubtful form arifen in her 
mind before her marriage, the occurrences 
of every day now gave Ihape and liability 
to, and Ellen had not been married fix 
months before Ihe found herfelf involved in 
the difficult tafk of keeping alive, by every 
artifice in her power, her afFeftion for a 
man who might, had he pleafed, in half 
that time, have fccured her heart immove- 
ably his own for ever; but the efforts of Sir 
William fcemed direfted, if indeed they 
had any direction, rather ta deflroy than to 
cxcit^ or nourilh love. 

On the fuccef^fuj cultivation of 1-ier af- 
icGtion for her hulband, Ellen knew that 
all her happintfs, and fhe feared, much of 

thfe 
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the performance of her duty dependecL 
She had, it is true, been early acquainted 
•with difappointment, and fhe had proved 
herfelf equal to the fevereft lelf- denial. 
But her forrows had then found the fofcefl: 
foother, and her virtuous refignation the 
warmeft panegyric, in the kindnefs- and 
partiality of her father j in the . bitterefc 
moments of her diftrefs, in the moft, labori- 
ous of her ftruggles, his fympathy and his 
approbation had ftilled the voice of com- 
plaint, and fmoothed the rugged road of 
virtue. Jn the trials that Ihe now forefaw 
awaited her, fhe could hope for no fuch fup- 
port, for no fuch encouragement. Her firft 
duty was concealment: — the moft wilful 
blindnefs with refpedt to herfelf and the* 
moft inviolable fUence with refped to others, 
was the firft, the indifpenfable rule by which 
flie was henceforth to form her condudt,* 

But feeling, how could fhe perfuade her- 
felf that fhe did not feel ? And, fufFering, how 
could fhe be'fiient? Difappoinred, how 
D 6 could 
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could (he put on the air of fatisfadlion ? 
And lofing all on which fhe could ground 
efteem, how could fhe preferve love ? 
TheFe were points of conftant and painful 
doubt and deliberation — but more imme- 
diate evil preffed upon her. 

Where flie could not love fhe could de- 
rive no fatisfaftion from being beloved ; fhe 
. felt that it was not the virtues of her hearty 
nor even the powers of her underflanding, 
thkt' made her fo much the objeft of paflion 
to Sir William ; ftie was thoroughly awaken- 
ed to the conviftion that the folicitudc 
which in the early days of their acquaint- 
ance he had difcovered as to her real cha- 
radter, and upon which fhe had afterwards 
jrefledted with fo much fatisfaftion, as a 
proof that his afFeftion for her was founded 
ujpon thofe qualities, of which he would be 
the more aflTured the more he knew her, 
was in fadt nothing more than a felfifh 
anxiety, left in the apparently gentle and 
cbinplacent virgin, he fhould hereafter dif- 
- cover 
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cover the arrogant and fclf- willed wife. In 
a regulated, temper he faw a fecurity for his 
domeftic peace ; in foundnefe of principles 
he beheld the guarantee of his honor ; and 
in his fyftematic fearch for a wife, by whom 
to give an heir to his eftate, he had, in re- 
fpc6t to charadler, looked no farther. 

In fixing upon Ellen he had been deter- 
mined, by finding reafon to believe, that in 
fweetnefs of temper, and in goodnefs *of 
heart, flie yielded the palm to no on^. He 
had warily decided to fix upon a wife be- 
fore he was in love, and Ellen's perfon, 
that had at firft appeared to him rather Am- 
ply pleafing than beautiful, fecmed calcii*- 
lated to gratify his eye, without intoxicat- 
ing his fenfes. But although Ellen did* 
not feize the foul widi the firft glance, her's 
was even a more dangerous fafcination— 
the charms of her convcrfation, the graces 
of her manner, the winning fincerity and 
modeft frankncfs of her cliaraftcr, all con- 
Ipired to render her irrcfiftible, and to give 

her 
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her that power over the mind which beauty- 
alone never beftqwed. Sir William had 
become madly in love, and no fentr- 
mcnt in the bread of Ellen, not wholly 
correfpondent to that which he felt for her, 
could fatisfy his defires, or lull his jealoufies 
to fleep. 

In the well governed mind of Ellen this 
was a paffion that could find no admittance. 
No merit whatever could have excited it. 
How impoflible then was it that fhe fhould 
feel fuch love for a man, who every day loft 
ground in herefteem not only by his con- 
duft toward others, but even towards her- 
felf. 

Sir William in having become a lover 
had retained his dread of being made a 
dupe to the paffion of love; hence even 
his foUdnefs was captious, and his indul- 
gence tyrannical ; and Ellen, who in mar- 
riage had fought a friend, found by turn 
only a lover or matter. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 



<* How fmall, of aU that human hearts endure, 

«< That part which Kings or Laws can caufe or cure,'* 

GOLDSMITH.' 



T was in making thcfe mortifying dilco- 
veries that Ellen fpent the firft fix months 
after her marriage. 



'*o^ 



Difappointed in her fchemes of benevo- 
lence, miftaken in the charafter of her huf- 
band, diffatisfied with herfclf, fhe was fome- 
"times tempted to arraign her own conduft 
in having married Sir William. But this 
was an idea that her good fenfe eafily 
corrected. 

Keeping 
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Keeping faft to principles, fhe knew her- 
felf unaccountable for events. If fhe had 
been miftaken, it was from no want of due 
confideration, from no precipitancy of ac- 
tion, produced by improper motives. She 
reviewed her conduft, and found, that be- 
ing placed again in the fame circumftances, 
and aflifted by the fame lights, (he fhould 
again aft the fame. This conviftion in 
part calmed her mind. What appeared fo 
reafonable Ihe was perfuaded muft have a 
fufEcient portion of good in it, to fatisfy a 
rational creature, Ihe endeavoured to find 
out this good. 

She confidercd that her's was no uncom- 
mon cafe J that marriage difcontent was a 
weed that found nourifhment in every 
foil J that it fprang up alike in the fields 
of love, and in the wilds of ambidon and 
avarice; that noforefight could ft i fie it, no 
prudence eradicate. If her own marriage 
furniftied an example that the cooleft in- 
veftigation was not fufficicnt to guard from 

the 
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the mod fatal miftakes in a matrimonial 
choice, her father's equally condemned the 
yielding to the blind impulfe of paflion. 

" There are evils," faid (he, « that no 
human forefight can teach us to avert, — that 
no purity of intention, can enable us to 
cfcape. In the conduft under fuch evils lies 
our trial, and the foundation of our future 
reward or puniQiment/* 

Thb thought brought with it a train of 
the moil anxious folicitudes. Ellen had 
all the miftruift of herfelf that true humility 
.and earneft defire to do right ever induces. 
To guard herfelf from that acute fenfe of 
,her forrow that might lead to faulty re- 
grets, or culpable impatience, flie carefully 
avoided , every exaggeration of her difap- 
pointment that fancy would have fuggcfted i 
flie would not allow herfelf to think her's a 
peculiar jnisfortune, or attended with any 
particularly aggravating circumftances i fhe 
repulfed from her mind all anticipations,, 

and 



66 PLAIN SENSE. 

and all retrofpc<n:s ^ fhe made every hour 
bear its own burthen, and, as much as in her 
power, Was ready to accept the prcfcnt 
good, without perverfcly dwelling upon the 
palt, or anxioufly conjefturing the future* 

If Sir William's ill humour, or his fond- 
nefs, (for cffefts were often the fame when 
caufcs were different) put her out of her 
way of virtue or of pleafure, fhe fought fome 
other path, which might lead, though not 
fo dirc6tly, to her point. His ill-humoUr 
Ihe endeavoured to difarm by complaifance, 
and by gaiety, and to meet his fondncfs 
with the genuine fatisfadtion of reciprocal 
love. But this was the moft difficult part 
of her tafk. Could fhe have eftecmed.him, 
his harfhnefs and his unreafonablenefs with 
refpedt to herfelf, fhe coUld have more eafi- 
ly borne, and would hope to have fubducd : 
but in lofing her eflcem for him, fhe loft 
this hope, and in lofing this hope, fhe loft 
the power of returning his pafTion' with any 
but difembled kindnefs. 

Thua 
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Thus Elkn, with the mofl fincerc and 
ijpright of human hearts, faw hcrfclf oblig- 
ed to cultivate hypocrify as a virtue; but 
that which was a crime in others^ was in 
her only a misfortune. 

From a never ccafing fucceflion of difap- 
pointments, and from the accumulated 
weight of difEcuk duties, Ellen was fome- 
what relieved by her removal to town. The 
novelty of the fccne, the gaiety of the 
amufements, the obje6ts of fplendor and 
curiofity with which fhe was furrounded, 
filled and amufed her mind : Sir William 
too fcemed to have left much of his ill- hu- 
mour and narrownefs of heart in the coun- 
try } the air of London appeared to be more 
congenial to his charafter, and to call forth 
ail the amiable parts of it -, his liberality and 
gaiety revived, his money flowed freely 
round him, his houfe was open to the beft 
fociety, his entertainments were elegant, and 
his cftablifhment fplendid. 

But 
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But the principle of all this* was little fiiit- 
cd to that on which Ellen afted, and on 
whichfhe wifhedhim tohaveaftcd. " This,, 
this," would he fay to her, " is life ! I 
grudge every guinea I expend in the coua- 
tryi I hate that my money fhould be fwal- 
lowed in thick ale down the throats of ftu- 
pid country oafs, 9r be wafted in courting 
a popularity, which is both the ruin and 
difgracc of whoever enjoys itV 

" But in the improvement of the beau- 
ties of nature," faid Ellen, " or in the re- 
lief of the diftrcffes of ficknefs, or age, mo- 
ney will not be mifapplied even in the 
country." 

" What beauties of nature are compara- 
ble to thofe difplayed in Hyde Park, or 
Kenfington Gardens ? and what diftreflcs 
are thofe that the poor laws do not amply 
provide for? there is no other country in 
Europe where there is fuch a provifion made 
for the poor, by the laws, as in England i 

no 
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no country that can vie with it in public 
inftitutions for the relief of all kinds of mi- 
fcry ; — I approve all this, but having contri- 
buted my part to thefc inftitutions I have 
done enough ; I have done what I can af- 
ford; and private charities I am convinced 
are only the nourifhers of idlencfs and the 
dupes of impofition." 

Ellen did not prefs the fubjeft, but flie 
could not but obferve to herfclf, that the 
man who did not think two hundred pounds 
too much to expend in one evening's 
amufement in London, could not, with 
much appearance of truth, fay, that he had 
done all he could afford towards relieving the 
diftrefles of his fellow creatures. 

It was one of Sir William's favorite max- 
ims that money Ipcnt in luxury was of more 
ufe, than if given in charity; and he would 
point out to Ellen, with a triumphant air, 
the fplendor and richnefs of the Ihops, and 
afk her, if fhe did not think that thofe who 

contributed 
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trofpedt in which fhe indulged herfelf, but 
from the immediate weight which the con- 
viftion of the real characfler of the man on 
whom fhe was to depend for happinefs, 
and with whom flie was to pafs her life, 
had 'fixed there : to love thofe with whom 
fhe was intimately connefted was indifpenfa- 
ble to the felicity of Ellen. This the cha- 
rafter of Sir William made impoffible ; and 
hence Ellen, with every other blefling 
which human beings implore, was wretch- 
ed. 

But Ellen was not wretched alone. Nei- 
ther the hopelefs ftate to which he was re- 
duced, nor the fortitude he had exerted, 
had been able to reftore to Henry his 
peace of mind. The marriage of Lady 
Almeria had been a momentary relief to 
him, but like the remiffion of a fever, the 
<iiforder feemed to have gained ftrcngth by 
its temporary fufpenfion. Had Ellen been 
unmarried, and the obftacle of Lady Al- 
meria removed ! — (the thought pierced him 
q wich 
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with ten thoufand flings) another Lady 
Almeria would have been found, replied 
his reafon : Lady Almeria was not fo re- 
iblutely chofen as Ellen rcjefted. 

" Be it as it may>" faid he to himfclf, 
*^ the die is caft ; my fate is determined; I 
will follow the track I have chalked out for 
myfelf/' 

" In purfuance of this - refolution he had 
▼ifited his family, he had been kindly re- 
cicved, he had endeavoured to rejoice in 
the kindnefs, and to bufy hirafelf in thfc in- 
terefts of thofe around him : but the cha- 
rader of Henry was gone i his gaiety, his 
impetuofity, his focial humour, hisopen- 
nefs of heart were no more 5 an invinci- 
ble gravity . had taken their place ; and a 
cold referve to all, with a chilling indif- 
ference to every thing around him, marked 
all his aftions. He rather appeared how- 
ever to have loft the relifh for pleafure than 
to fhun it ; he afFefted nothing, but from 

VOL, iJ. E the 
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the genuine overflowing forrows of his 
heart, he was incapable of taking intereft in 
^ny thing. There were times when he felt 
a(hamed of being thus overcome with his 
feelings, and then he made fome more vigo- 
rous eflfbrts to recover the natural tone of 
his mind. He imagined he fhould be more 
likely to do fo were he again to fee, and 
accuftom himfelf to the prefence of Ellen. 

" Henceforward," faid he to himfelf^ 
^^ fhe is to be nothing to me but the highly 
cheriflied remembrance of, an invaluable 
blefling loft for ever. Let me familiarize 
myfelf to that dear pifture ; it m^y be a 
means of rendering the fenfe of my lofs lels 
bitter.'' 

Under the influence of thefe thoughts he 
came to town ; it was eafy for him to fee 
Ellen every day without being obferved by 
heri and when he had fubdued the at firft 
ungovernable tumults that the fight of her 
for the fcveral firft times had occafioned, he 

refolved 



PLAIN SENSE. 75 

rclblvcd to prefcnt himfelf before her. He 
remembered the laft words he had ever 
heard her utter : " I am going no where but 
where, if you plcafc, you may accompany 
me.*' I may fee her ftill, thought he, — as a 
friend I may fee her j and the friendfhip of 
Ellen is worth the love of all her fex befide. 

One evening as Ellen was coming out of 
her box at the Opera, accompanied by Lady 
Almeria, Henry appeared at the door. 

« See, Sir Doleful Difmal !" faid Lady 
Almeria -, " do you know you have quite 
fpoilt that man?'* 

Ellen involuntarily ftoppcd ; (he could not 
for an inftant move on; but Henry, who 
had been learning his leflbn, approached 
her ; he had rather the, air of a perfim who 
was accuftomed to fee her every evening, 
than of a lover, who now for the firft 
time after their feparationy beheld the be- 
loved objed that fate had ,torn from his 
E a arms. 
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arms, without being able. to diflodge her 
from his heart. 

He enquired after her health ; he afked 
how (he liked the Opera; he defired to 
know if he could be of any ufe ; and all 
this before Ellen, aftoniflied and pained by 
the profound gravity and coldncfs of his 
manners, h^d fufficient prefence of mind to 
utter a word. 

" How you two look!" faid Lady Al- 
raeria, laughing; " dear fhe's very well; 
(he has been enchanted with the Opera, 
and if you will fee for her carriage you'll 
do us a favor/' 

Henry dilappeared like an arrow out of 
a bow. In Ipite of all his preparation the 
fcene was too much for him, nor could he 
have borne it a moment longer. 

" How very ill Mr. Villars looks!" faid 
Ellen, endeavouring to recover hcrfclf. 

" And 
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^^ And how very ill Lady -Ackland 
looks !" returned the unmerciful Lady Al- 
meriai " here child, take my falts'; if thofe 
impertinents were to come by juft now, 
who were difputing the other night whether 
you wore rouge, the wager would be de- 
cided in a minute." 

*^ How you rattle,— I want no falts." 

« No to be fure, — well, don't be afraid, 
I won't tell the old gentleman at home." 

*^ Imuftbeg, LadyAlmeria," faid Ellen,, 
carneftly, "that you will not Ipeak foj 
you know I wiU not fuffer it." 

" Well then I will tell him: wiH that 
pleafe you? There's no knowing how to 
deal with you fentimental people." 

Juft then fome gentlemen of their ac- 
quaintance enquired whether they fhould 
call their fervants. Ellen thankfully ac- 
E 3 cepted 
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cepted the offer, but Lady Almeria faid, 
" How can you be fo rude, don't you know 
poor Sir Doleful is gone on the fame errand ? 
he'll be in defpair if you run away without 
feeing him !" 



'o 



Henry at that moment returned, and 
faying the coach was then at the door, took 
Ellen's hand to lead her to it j it was with 
fome difficulty he got her through the 
crowd, and the embarafiments they were 
in from that circumftance, relieved them 
both from the greater embaraifments of 
their own minds. 

As he put her into the coach, " May I 
vifityou?" faid he, " and will you intro- 
duce me to Sir William ?" 

" Undoubtedly, with the grcateft plea- 
fure," faid Ihcj it was all Ihe could fay, 
for Lady Almeria followed her, and the 
coach drove off. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 



«' Self-harming jealoufy 1 fie, beat it hence/' 

SHAKESPEARE* 

Lady ALMERIA accompanied Ellen 
home, nor did (he fpare her raillery : 
they were engaged to meet a party at 
fupper, but as it was fomcwhat early, 
nobody happened to be arrived, and they 
therefore found Sir William, who was juft 
returned from his dinner fociety, alone. 

Ellen would have chofen not to have 
mentioned Henry's name before Lady Al- 
meria, but as (he was confident it would 
come out in the courfe of the evening, that 
flie had met with hini, Ihe thought it moft 
E 4 prudent 
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prudent to fpeak, with all the indifference 
ihe could aflume, of the circumftance 
hcrfelf. 

" I have feen Mr. Villars/' faid fhe to 
Sir William, " and he has defired me to 
introduce him to you." 

^' Oh ! I wifh you had feen them both/* 
cried Lady Almeria ; " one fo grave, the 
othjr fo pale — Bow goes his* Wdrlbip, 
curtfey goes her Ladylhip — you would 
have fworn they had not feen each other 
for three hundred years, and were not 
overjoyed at the meeting now. Well, I 
proteft I don't wonder Ellen chofc you, 
if fhe could have any notion what kind of 
man Henry would become ; for I proteft I 
think you ten times the more agreeable 
perfon now.'* 

" Did you fay you would introduce Mr. 
"Villars to me ?" afked Sir William very 
gravely, without regarding Lady Almeria. 

" I did 
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« I did," faid Ellen. 

^* Why, can you have any objeftion?'* 
laid Lady Almerla| " Ellen,' you know, 
jilted him for you," 

^' What nonfenfc you talk. Lady Al- 
meria ?" faid Ellen. 

" She certainly" does not talk truth," 
faid Sir William, with the fame gravity as 
before. And, here xnuch to the relief of 
Ellen, they were joined by more company, 
and the evening paffed as ufual. 

When they retired to their own apart- 
ments, Ellen remarked a gloom upon Sir 
William's countenance, that Ihe had never 
before obferved fince their arrivatin Lon- 
don. She endeavoured to diflipate it by 
more than ufual chearfulnefs on her part, 
but he feemed to regard her with an eye 
of fufpicion, and . preferved a gloomy 
E 5 filence. 
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filcnce. Ellen hefitated whether (he fliould 
feem to remark this change in his humour, 
and endeavour to regain his confidence, 
and diflipate his chagrin, by explicit de- 
clarations of unalterable attachment. 

But the cafe between them was much 
clianged, from what it had been at the 
period when fhe had laft feen Henry, and 
when Ihe had held this conduft with ad- 
vantage. Sir William at that moment 
pofleffed her efteem and warmeft friendlhip ; 
now he had nearly loft both one and the 
other : with truth could fhe have promifcd 
inviolable conftancy, but to fpeak of an 
unlhaken attachment which no longer fub- 
fifted, fcemed. adding hypocrify to unkind- 
nefs5 the profeffions fhe had formerly. made 
him, had flowed freely from her heart, 
now they would be uttered with em- 
barrafTment and coldnefs ; the fears 
which then fecmed to opprefs him, fhe had 
regarded with compaffion; the fulpicions 

that 
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that he now Evidently entertained, fhe con- 
fidcred as injurious j they appeared but 
new marks of that narrow and fclfifli mind, 
the effefts of which fhe had every day 
reafon to deplore. 

The debate wliether fhe. fliould conquer 
fuch feelings, or yield to them, held her fb- 
long, that before fhe was aware her filence 
was as marked as Sir William's, and they 
both retired to reft with equal diGnclinations 
10 fleep. 

Some few hours of uheafy thought reftor- 
ed to Ellen her ufual calm of mind. 

However opprefTed her heart might feel, 
by the affliftive change that appeared to be 
wrought in thfe charaftcr of Henry : and 
however alarmed, and fomewhat offended 
fhe might be by the fufpicions to which 
fhe was aware -Sir William had yielded ; . 
yet her confidence that her condud would : 
E 6 ' never 
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never juftify the one, and her hope that 
time might bring fome dleviation to the 
other, enabled her wholly to fupprefs her 
refentpient, and fo far to overcome her for- 
row, as to banifh from her countenance 
and manner every appearance of it. In the 
courfe of her refledlions fhe had alfo made 
fome that had foftehed her heart toward 
Sir William. 

Oh ! thought Ihe, that he would but let 
me love him. The heart that can form 
fuch a wifh is not far from its gratification ; 
and it was with unafFeded tendernefs that 
Ellen propofed to Sir William to pais the 
morning in an excurfion fome miles out of 
town, which he had talked of a few days 
before: but Sir William coldly repulfed 
her by an air of fcornful indifference, and* 
by faying he had engagements elfewhere. 

Elfcwhere he went, for he quitted Ellen 
the moment breakfaft was over, and flie 

faw 
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faw him no more in the courfe of the 
morning. 

- Ellen had previoufly dedicated, this 
morning tp fome home occupations, but 
the tumult of mind Sir William's unkind 
behaviour oCcafioned, with the train of 
dangerous reEeftions it drew after it, made 
her afraid to truft herfelf with herfelf for a 
whole morning. The moment, therefore, 
that Ihe could compofe herfelf, after his 
departure, (he ordered her carriage, and 
continued to find occupation from home 
till a late hour. 

On her return, the firft^card fhe faw was 
that of Mr. Villars; but fhe had little time 
to think of this circumftance when fhe 
found to her furprife that Sir William was 
not yet returned home. 

They were engaged to dine at her bro* 
ther's, but Ellen having waited in vain be- 
yond all dinner time, for the return of Sir. 

William, 
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William, fhe found herfelf fo inexpreflibly 
uneafy, that fhe was in no condition to 
keep her engagement, fhe therefore excufed 
herfelf on the fcore of indifpofition 5 and 
with ^ heart opprefTed by fears and apprc- 
henfions, to which fhe fcarce dared to give 
a name,, fhe awaited with a degree of ex- 
cruciating impatience, fhe had never be- 
fore felt, the return of Sir William. 

The clock had flruck nine when fhe. 
heard his nock at the door; fhe ran to 
the top of the flairs to meet him, ^and 
catching hold of his hand, *' How glad I am 
to fee you, — where, where, have you been ?*' 

" I have been at your brother's,*' faid 
he coldly; " but I could not flay when I 
heard you were ill ; are you better ?'* 

" But where were you all this morning ? 
why did you not come home to drcfs ?'* 

" I was 



PLAIN SENSE. 8? 

*^ I was kept late in the city ; I knew 
your brother would excufe me : but what's 
the matter ? what kept you away ?'* 

While Ellen detailed her fears, and her 

uneafmefs. Sir William regarded her with 

an air as if he doubted the truth of what 
file faid. 

*^ I thought/' returned he, " you had 
been above the fooHfh fears of your fex ; it 
is a pity you gave way' to them in this in- 
ftance, you have miffed feeing an old freind 
— Mr. Villars was at your brother's.'' 

The infulting unkindnefs of thefe words 
filled Ellen's eyes with tears. 

" No, Sir William," faid fhe, " I have 
miffed nothing that I regret on that account, 
I affure you: I fee how your fufpicions^ 
wrong me — but, receive my folemn promifc, 
that as far as it depends upon me, I have 
fcen Mr. Villars for the laft time." 

'' No 
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" No romantic refolutions> I begj let 
me not be made ridiculous by your high- 
flown virtue. If Mr. Vill ars be as indifferent 
to you as he ought to be, and as you have 
pretended, why (hould he not vifit at my 
houfe like any other perfon of your or my 
acquaintance ?" 

" I might have alked you that queftion, 
for the objedtion fecmed to come fron^ you/' 

" And you did not know Mr. Villars 
was to be at your brother's to-day ? And 
you did not ftay away on that account ?'* 

" No, upon my honour — I ftayed away 
for the reafons I have given you.*' 

" Then I aflc your pardon;. I have been 
too hafty in my conclufions perhaps : Mr. 
Villars is now my acquaintance ; you will 
confider him henceforward as fuch ; and if 
you would have me believe that you regard 
him in no other light, you will make him 

as 
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as much, and neither more or lefi of your 
parties than you do any other perfon, who- 
has the fame claim to your attentions." 

This was almoft too much for Ellen -, but 
fubduing tvcry refcntment, and every ten- 
der feeling, ftie faid, " I will do in this, 
-^.and all other things, as nearly what you 
wifh as I can, and where I fail, Lhopc 
your candour and your love will be heard 
in my cxcufe.'* 

" Oh ! Ellen," faid Sir William, gfafping 
her hand, *^ could you but love me as I 
have loved you ! — But I am a fool to expeft 
it — I make myfelf ridiculousr— I'll change 
my drels, and we'll go together to Mrs. 
Curzon's, and then let this nonfenfe be 
forgotten/* 

^' Oh!" cried Ellen to herfelf, widi a 
deep figh, as he left the room, " how im- 
, poffiblc it is to love this man." 



At 
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At Mr. Curzon's they met Lady Almcria, 

" So, fo, you are not fick after all/' faid 
Ihe ^ 'M never thought you were j I'll lay 
my life you were afraid of meeting your 
old love." 

Ellen would have explained how the un- 
accountable abfence of Sir William had 
alarmed her. 

" Yes, yes, very likely — I don't believe 
a word of it though : but come, if you are 
not really afraid, fhew it now, for there he 
is. In fpite of his grave face I would bring 
him with me. Thank my ftars, Mordaunt. 
is not jealous." 

Although : this was not profeffedly faid 
in the hearing of Sir William, yet he was. 
fo near that he loft not a word of it. He 
now walked on, and Lady Almexifi faid, 
" I was running" away, for the place is as 
dull as a quaker'is meeting: I cannot get a 
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party at caflino, but with old Dowagers, 
the very fight of whom gives me the va- 
pours; but now you are come I ihall have 
a little chat; or, come, let us fit down to 
caflino, and Mr. Villars (hall be of our 
party, though he is almofi: as bad as an old 
Dowager too; but perhaps your prefence 
will enliven him.'* 

Mr. Villars then came up, and with great 
gravity, hoped Ellen was better. 

*^ Bleis me, ihe was never ill ?*' faid the 
ever-talking Lady Almeria ; ** I told you 
fo all along." 

*' I hope Mr. Villars will, in this cafe, 
rather believe me than you," laid Ellen 
with a fmile ; " but I am now quite well." 

This was the firft time that Ellen had 
ever called Henry Mr. Villars, when fpeak- 
ing to him ; the word ran through bis veins 
like ice. 

,!' Lady 
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" Lady Almeria is fo good as to anfwcr 
for every body/' faid he, faintly fmiling; 
*^ it is no wonder that with fo much bufmefs 
upon her hands, flie is not always quite 
accurate." 

^' I fee you improve," returned fhe, " I 
have not heard you attempt being faucy this 
age; but you muft play at caflino with us. 
I -have been doing nothing till I am tired 
to death." 

« Let Sir William make a fourth,'', laid 
Ellen. . 

" No, indeed," returned Lady Almeria, 
ftiarply, " I have had a dofe of Sir William 
to-day, I can tell you s he really grows in- 
tolerable." 

«^ I hope you intend I (hould love you 
better for fuch freedoms ?" faid Ellen. 

" You'll not love me the worfe j befides, 

I may fpeak what I think, whatever you may 

do." 

«^ I have 
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*^ I have not quite loft that privilege," 
returned Ellen, " and I tell you plainly that 
if you mean I fhould be of your caffino 
party, you muft be a little more agreeable.'* 

*' Agreeable! Til be as agreeable as an 
angel : — And fo do go, that's a good foul, 
(fpeaking to Henry) and findus a fourth— 
but not Sir William." 

. However Henry might take moft of 
thefe infinuations, for Lady Almeria's ac- 
cuftomed ratde, he could not but obferve 
the Ihade of chagrin and melancholy that 
refted on Ellen's brow, and he obferved it 
with an anxious curiofity to know its real 
caufe. He returned in a moment, bringing 
Sir William with him. 

" See, I have obeyed you," faid he to 
Lady Almefia. 

" Obeyed me? no, I proteft againft play- 
ing widi hulbands and wives : Sir William 

you 
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you are the only man in 'the room I objeft 

to." 

/ 

^' I muft hope then/' faid he, with a laugh, 

" that you are the only lady in the room 

that would have made the objeftion s and 

. even that ftretch of vanity won't confole me 

under the misfortune of your difpleafure." 

" Oh ! I did not objedb to you pofi- 
tively, only relatively, in your capacity of 
hulband." 

^^ There may be fomething flattering in 
that objection/' returned he, ** and now 
let you and me try to beat Lady Ackland 
and Mr. Villars." ^ 

This little party at cards diffufcd fome- 
thing like eafe amongft Henry, Ellen, and 
Sir William, in its confequence, - though 
it was litde ftiort of martyrdom at the time ; 
and from this night Henry vifited and was 
received at Sir William's houfc on the foot- 
ing of a common acquaintance. 

CHAP. 
3 
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CHAP. VII. 



" Ne fcnfa accetto che foffe amore 

** Stato cagion di cofi grave errore ; 

*' Che amor de far gentileun cor villano, 

*« E non far d'un gentU, contrario£fFetto." 



ARIOSTO. 



S Ellen and Henry now faw each other 
almoft every day, the emotion with which 
they at firft met wore off by degrees : but 
Henry loft nothing of his gravity, and he 
could not but perceive that it fcemed in 
fome degree contagious. 

Ellen's both natural and aflumed fpirits 
too often funk under the weight of the every 
day's vexations that flic received from Sir 

William: 
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William: but Henry, who knew nothing 
of all this, fluftuated between hope and 
fear, that the penfive thoughtfulnefs that 
fometimes overfpread her countenance, 
might be imputable to the reccoUeftion of 
paft fcenes. - He wilbed her happy, he 
wifhed her upright, but he knew not how 
to wifh her wholly forgetful of his former 
fufferings, or wholly infenfible to his pre- 
fent. Nothing, however, arofe, that could 
lead to the clearing his doubtsr Ellen did n6t 
appear to fhun, or to feek his company ; 
fhe converfed with him with her ufual frank- 
nefs, treated him as her relation and friend, 
but ftemed to have forgotten that he had ever 
been her lover ; yet he often faw her eyes 
fill with tears, and a figh of diflatisfaftion 
would fometimes efcape her. 
/ 
He turned his attentions toward Sir 
William, but could fee nothing in his conduiEt 
that could give him reafon to fuppofethe 
fource of her unhappinefs lay there. Sir 
William was in faft an impenetrable man ; 

he 



PLAIN SENSE. 97 

he knew how to conceal from the whole 
world his real difpofition ; and he had be-r 
fides habitually different manners, and a 
different countenance for his public and 
private hours. 

He dreaded to draw on himfelf the ridi- 
cule that is attached to the charafter of a 
jealous hufband, and |he wifhed his acquaint- 
ance, efpecially thofe of his own (landing 
in life, to believe him perfedly fatisfied in 
his choice of a wife. 

The fangs of jealoufy, however, ftruck 
deeper and deeper into his heart every day : 
the more he knew of Kfcnry, the more he 
knew him to be the man moft fuited to the 
fentiments and fedings of Ellen : in acci- 
dental converfations he was frequently 
ftruck by the coincidence of their opinions. 
Their minds feemed to bjC formed in the 
fame mould, their hearts to beat in uni- 
fon, their wifhes, their pleafures, their pur- 
Tuits. to be fames the fimilarity of their 

TOL.ii. ¥ taftc. 
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tafte, and of their virtues, feemed to form 
them for each other, and he knew not how 
totruft, that the latter would be fuch a bar- 
rier between them, as the former would not 
furmont J yet could not the keen eye of 
jealoufy difcovcr in the conduft of either 
any thing to reprove. ' . 

AH was open, frank, and above board; 
, he could not obferve that Henry fought 
Ellen apart from him, or from the reft of 
the world, nor could he difcovcr in Ellen 
any affeftation of too much or too little fo- 
licitude in her intercourfe with 'Henry : 
but he fufpeAed that he himfelf loft ground 
daily in the efteem of Ellen, for he knew 
that he defcrvcd to dofbs and he believed 
it not in nature that Ellen, not loving him, 
ihould forget that flie had loved Henry. 
Henry too, fo deferving of her love! fo^ 
confonant to her taftel fo apparendy, fb 
almoft avowedly confidering her as the firft 
of women ! he could not have been more 
perfcdly convinced of their mutual intell^- 
gence had he received the moft unequivo- 
cal proofi'of it. 
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Hence his private hours with Ellen were 
fpcnt in indireft upbraidings, in cruel in- 
finuations, in direft charges of want of love 
on her part, which fuck conduft fervcd com- 
pletely to verify. ^ ' 

Ellen oppofed to all this injufticc the 
calmnefs which good fenfc dictates, and 
the gentlenefs which a regulated mind 
infpires. ^She treated Sir William's un- 
kindnefs as the efFedt of' a diftemper, and 
fhe thought fhe faw no cure for it, but in 
the moft undifguifed franknefi. 

'^ You have conceived the moft diftref- 
fing fupicions/' would flie fay to him, ^' and 
the misfortune is the greater fince being 
totally unfounded, I know not how to clear 
cnyfelf from them : if you would prefcrvc 
^ny of that love in my breaft, of the dimi- 
nution of which you fo bitterly complain, 
you ^ muft give it fomcthing whereon to 
fccdj complaints, reproaches, and calum- 
F 4 nies. 
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calumnies, were never the fuftenance of af- 
feftion. Take me where you will, I am ready 
to accompany you to the remoteft corner of 
the world, there I will live only with you and 
for yoii: fix upon any plan of life, where - 
though excluded from the Ibciety and pleafures 
of it, you admit' of its duties, and you 
will find ^ me ever ready to concur: but let 
us not ' continue amid fcenes of imagined 
amufement and real mifery, where it is im- 
poffible but the very conduft you enjoin 
nie fhould fill your heart with bitternels, 
and increafe an evil, which can ,Only be 
cured by the reflcftions which time and a 
continued obfervation on my real character 
will enable you to make/' 

This was good advice, but it was the ad- 
vice of cool reafon, not the fervent expof- 
tulations of ardent love, fufFering under the 
mifery of fulpicion ; Sir William therefore 
rather relented it than benefited by it. 

Retire- 
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Retirement too, was by no means to his 
tafte : he could not have been happy, even 
in the love of Ellen, if he muft only have 
enjoyed that love in a defart. The world 
was the theatre on which his talents and his 
accompliftiments were (hewn to moft ad- 
vantage ; in the fociety of men of genius, 
in the afiemblies of people of high rank, in 
the circle of courts. Sir William had been 
accuftomed to be liftened to, and admired -, 
and it was in fcenes fuch as thefc that - he 
could alone find happinefs. Could Ellen 
have accompanied him in them, aAd could 
he have been convinced that fhe preferred 
him to every other man fhe met there, 
his happinefs would have been complete: 
but in a folitude the gratification of his 
vanity was wanting to his felicity ; and in the 
world, the gratification of his love. Pof- 
fcfled, however, with the opinion, that Ellen's 
heart was wholly given up to Henry 
he no longer felt any pangs from jealoufy 
of which he was not the objcd, and in rc- 

F 2 moving 
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moving her from him he removed her from 
all whole attention towards her gave him 
uneafinefs ; yet to fecure his own honor in 
the prefervation of her's was more a point 
of delicacy than a cure for the wounds of. 
his mind. Once convinced that flie had fa- 
crificed it to her paffion for Henry, and he 
would have found, if not a compenfation> 
at leaft a gratification in the fecurity of the 
punifhmcnt he meditated : but for the pangs 
inflifted. by a perfuafion that, hp h^d , irreco- 
verably loft her affeftion, na. diftance that 
he could place between her, and Henry, na 
vengeance that he could purfue, no indemni- 
fication he could propofe to hinafelf, could 
heal his forrows, or reftore him to peace. 
Solitude he would have ' thougjit rather fa- 
vorable tlian difadvantageous to the fcnti-r 
ments he believed Ihe entertained, and 
therefore, both to occupy her mind with 
fcenes in which Henry ha4 no Ihare, as 
well as to gratify his own- tafte, they re- 
moved, on leaving town, to Weymouth. 

Ellen, 
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Ellen, the unhappy viftim of this mix- 
ture of fclfilhncfs and vanity, had flattered 
herfelf that fhe fhould either have been 
permitted to have vifited Groby Manor, or 
to have returned to Oakley ; but Sir 
William feemed to have an almofl: equal 
avcrfion to both places. 

The benevolent expences of Ellen, at 
Oakley, ia which he had no inclination te 
join, or defire to counteqanpe, he felt as a 
reproach to him ^ and, the fcenes of Groby- 
Manor he confidered as too clofely con- 
nedled with the memory of .Henry to be 
favorable to his intereft. 

Ellen quitted town without regret, but 
fhe did not go to Weymouth without re- 
luftance. The little liglitnefs of heart 
which fhe had carried with her to London^ 
had long fince been loft ip the increafing 
unkindnefs of Sir William ; the amufements 
it afforded had loft their novelty, and wijth 
their noyeliy, to. a mind fo, iU at eafe as 
F 4 ^ her's. 
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her's/ their power of interefting : but the 
duties and pleafures of a country life fhe 
knew were fo fuited to her tafte^ as always 
to afford employment for her faculties, and 
gratification to her heart. She had loft the 
hope of being able to love Sir William, or 
of awakening in fo irrational and lb' felfilh 
a mind as his, that fpirit of juftice, from 
which, even while he continued to love 
)icr, fhe could alone hope for any degree of 
happinels, and fometimes extending her 
views into a futurity when probably he 
would love her no more> fhe trembled for 
the fituation in which fhe might find herfelf. 

But Ellen's good fcnfe forbade her to tor- 
ment herfelf with the apprehenfion of any 
probable evils, and fhe was more willing to 
encourage the hope, that if fhe might be 
allowed to take up her abode at Oakley, 
whether Sir William chofe to be with her 
or not, fhe might always be able to fecure 
to herfelf a very competent fhare of con- 
tent, in the aftive difcharge of her duties. 

At 
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At prefent flie was, however, compelled to '[ 
give up ail thoughts of the quiet and inte- " 
refting occupations of the country, and to 
prepare herfelf for all the fatiguing diffipa- 
tion, and fickening repetition, of a fea- ' 
bathing place. 

Ellen had beenr only a very-fliort time at 
Weymouth, before fhe had reafon to fup- 
pofe . herfelf in a circumftance thai fhe be- 
lieved would give the greateft plcafure to 
Sir William. 

During the fiiil months of their 'marriage- 
he had expreflcd an anxious impatience for 
the profpeft of becoming a father, and had 
more than once teftified chagrin and difap- 
pointment, when there were no appearariccs 
of his foqn being one. Ellen herfelf anrici- ^ 
pated a -thoufand delightful cares and plea- 
furesthat would arife from the duties* of a' 
mother, and was not fliy of owning to Sir ' 
William, that the indifpolition under whTch ^ 
F5 '- '%e. 
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^fhc then fuffered, would probajjly put him, 
in pofleffioa of his wifhes. 

But this information, far from being re- 
ceived by Sir William with pleafure, fecm- 
ed to overwhelm him with the fenfe of fome 
fudden misfortune ; his countenance changed^ 
his lips quivered with fuppreffed emo- 
tion, and he had hardly fufficicnt command . 
of himfelf to utter a word of kindnefs, or 
congratulation-on the fubjeft. 

All this was a perfect enigma to Ellen.-— 
Happily in this inftance her innocence de- 
feated her penetration, and after much un* 
cafy conjefture, (he retted upon the fyppo- 
fitipn, (a fuppofition fufficiently painful) 
that Sir William having loft all love for her;i 
had\(rith it loft all defire of any farther tie. 
between them. She was confirmed in this 
idea, when (he obferved that he jc-athe^ en* 
couraged 'than r^ftrained.. her in riding, 
walking, and dancing. But Ellen^; who be- 
g^n to fee that aril the felicity of her future 

life 
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life might propably depend upon children, 
became extremely folickous not to lofe, by 
any indifcretion of her own, her prefent 
promife of fuch a fource of happioels.- 

Sir William, without feeming to advert 
to the care fhe was willing to take of her- 
felf, was always projedting fome party of 
amufement ; fome riding, iilhing, or fro-- 
licking expedition, that called for exertion 
of bodily ftren^th. Ellen had very good 
health, and knew not how to hold herfelf 
cxcufed from fuch engagements, without 
feeming to take a fuperfluous and felfilh 
care of an intereil which nobody elfe ap- 
peared to think about. 

Having fpent two months at Weymouth/" 
Sir William formed a party with another 
family tp travel through/ South and North 
Wales, 00 crofs the kingdom from Chefter 
tf> Sc^rboroagh> and fiilly to occupy the 
time until Chriftmas, when they, were en- 
gaged to fpend a month with Mr, Mordaunt, 
F 6 and 
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and Lady Almeria, at their ' houfc in ' 
Devonfliire. 

Ellen ventured to plead for a little reft, 
and mentioned Oakley, but Sir William 
told her that travelling would do her 
good, and that he had planned the whofe 
fcheme entirely on he/ account. 

She was lefs difincHned to give into it^ 
from the hopes that when they were £o far 
North as Scarborough, fhe fhould be able 
to perfuade Sir William to make a vifit to 
Groby Manbr. She communicated this 
hope to her father, and in this hopq (he 
performed her peregrination through Wales, 
with much fatisfaftion. But by the time 
they arrived at Scarborough, Sir William 
declared the feafon fo far advanced, that no 
confideration would induce him to Venture 
a mile farther North, and under this pre- 
tcnccr he hurried her by hafty joumies into 
Berklhire^ 

Ellen, 
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Ellen, happily, fufFercd little by all thefe 
journeyings, but when ftie found herfclf 
once again at Oakley, (he would have been 
very happy if fhe might have remained 
there for fome time ; Sir William, how- 
ever declared himfelf impatient to join the 
fociety at Stanton Park, and to Stanton 
Park they accordingly went. 

Lady Almeria had filled her houfc ,with 
a numerous party of young diflipated people 
of fefhion : huqting, riding, fhootiiig, bil- 
liards, and fhuttlccock, engaged t^ie morn- 
ings J the pleafurcs of an expenfive table, 
high play, mufic, and dancing, occupied 
the evenings. Here appeared love in all 
its degrees, from the ferious, fighing, jea- 
lous fwain, to the pert fluttering coquet, 
who laughed at the pafTion (he afTeded to 
feel. 

,Mr. Mordaunt and Lady Almeria had 

long ceafcd to affe6t even the femblance of 

R paffioA which had carried them fo preci- 

4 pitatcly 
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pitately into Scotland together, but in hav- 
ing ccafed to contribute to e^ch other's 
pleafures, they had not fallen into a contrarjr 
extreme of wilhing to intejrrupt them- He- 
was carelefs> fhe indifferent — he coquetted 
with every pretty woman who would liftea 
to him, and fhe flirted with all the agreeable 
men who came in her way. 

She had juft lain in of a poor negledled 
little girl, who, confined to the nurfery, was 
feldom Vifited by her mother. In fcenes 
fuch as thefe, where EJlen found fo much. 
to difapprove, and fo inuch to lament, this 
nurfery feemed her beft refuge, and here 
ihe fpcnt many hours every day. 

Sir William, fince their abode at Wey- 
mouth, fcemed to have loft much of bis 
former paflion for Ellen, yet he could not 
fee her, in fuch a circle as that with which 
Ihe was. now furrounded, without feeling 
her fuperiority-^he did feel it — bia love 
feemed to* revive, and he often fought her 

ia 
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in this fame nurfeiy, where fhe pafled fo 
much of her time. 

Ellen, who never loft fight of the virtu- 
ous defire of being one day able to infpirc 
Sir William with fuch a way of thinking as 
would excite and retain her afFeftion, felt 
her hopes of the approach of fo defirable a 
period Ipring anew, whenever domeftic 
pleafures, ot domeftic virtues appeared to 
engage his attention, or occupy his heart*. 
She was delighted to fee him quit the dif- 
fipated, and in^ faft, vicious fociety of the 
drawing-room, or the eating parlour, to 
feek her in the innocent reGcflc^ of the nur^* 
fery. With fportive fondnc fs ihe would, 
endeavour to make him take his Ihare in 
nurfing. the bantling, and would anticipate, 
their n^utual pleafure when they fhould*. 
have fuch- a plaything of tlieir own: but 
from this fubje^ he always appeared to, 
Ihrink, and though he followed her to a 
nurfcry^ mther than be abfcnt from.her>he 
came there only for the purpofe of dxawiijig > 
her away from it. 

CUA?. 
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CHAP. VIII. 



■ " I'm angling now, 

•* Though you perceive me not, how I give line-'"* 

SHAIC£SPEARE^. 

JliLLEN had now been at Stanton Park 
more than a month, and the little plea-, 
fure fhe took in the fociety there, or 
rather, the pofitive difapprob^tion fhe felt 
towards moft ;of the individuals , that com- 
pofed it, had caufed her, as it were, to fol^ 
up her charms and her talents in a civil re- 
fcrve, that forbade her all familliarity in 
thofe who approached her. ^ ' 

At this time Mr. ViUars arri\rcd at Stan- 
ton Park» 

There 
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There had never been any diftinftion 
between Ellen's manners towards him, and 
towards thofe who' with him had frequent- 
ed her houfe in town : ^ there (whatever dif- 
ference of charadler might really exift) in 
the interchangement of the common-place 
civilities of an aflembly intercourfe, little 
difference could appear: but here, where 
in the freedom and familiarity of behaviour 
that prevailed, every vicious principle feem- 
cd to be difpiaycd, ' and every depravity of 
the heart to be laid open — here indeed 
there was a decided diftinftion. When fhe 
converfed with Henry, no coldnefs fat upon 
her brow, or reftrained her tongue, her 
heart was upon her lips, the fmile of ap- 
probation dimpled her cheek, and fparkled 
in her eyes. 

Henry came immediately from Groby 
Manor to Stanton Park. Of Groby Manor, 
of her father, of her fifters, of her beloved 
Thorntons, Ihe was never weary of talking: 
there was no« enquiry relative to all thcfe 

that 
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that was too minute, no circumftance tliat 
was not interefting. 

In thcfe converfations, it is true, Ellen 
wifhed nbthing fo much as that Sir Wil- 
Ham fhould partake j for (he wiflied nothing 
fo much as that they fhould be equally im- 
portant to him as to herfclf s but the vi- . 
vacity that the arrival of Henry feemcd ta 
have infpired her with, was a mortal offence 
to Sir William, and a confirmation, " Strong 
as proof of Holy Writ," of all that he 
had before fulpefted. 

From this period the moft deadly hatred, 
fucceedcd in the breaft of Sir William to 
that love which he had once felt for EUen^ 
and froth this period he nourifhed the molt 
determined refolution of revenge. 

But Sir William was indeed capable of 
that hypocrify, of which he mofl unjufUy 
^ fufpefted Ellen. The dread he entertained 
of being marl$:e!d aiS a jealous huiband, en- 
abled 
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abled him to diflemble, even with her, the 
pangs that wrung his very foul. 

Inftead of the conduft he had manifcfted . 
in town, he continued his newly refumed 
fondnefsi frequently made Henry the ob- 
jedt of his panegyric -, pointed out to her 
his fuperiority^to thofe around him, {hew- 
ed a pleafure in his convcrfation, and al- 
ways fought to make Ellen, a party in it,, 
To this depth of diffimulation, he was in- 
fUgated, not only by a defire to efcape the 
ridicule of jealoufy , but by a hope, that by 
thus laying all fufpicion afleep in the minds 
bqth of Henry and Ellen, he' fliOMld attain, 
a certainty of that, which though he did not 
doubt, he .could by no means^ prove, and[ 
nothing fhort of proof he knew- could bear 
him out, even, in his own opinion, in thq 
coiirfe that be w^s refolved to purfue* 

The art of Sir William was much more 
than a mjatch for the ingenuous innocence 
of EUeni: ibe; entertained not. a doubt bug 

that 



Il6 PLAIN SENSS. 

that he was convinced of the injufticc of his 
former fufpicions, and thd! moment fhe be- 
lieved fuch fufpicions were abandoned, (he 
fincereljr forgave them ; (he conceived that 
he really was well fatisficd that fhe Ihould 
entertain and manifeft towards Henry, that 
coufinly regard which fhe had never dif- 
avowed, but which, on the contrary, fhe 
had always declared fhe (hould carry to her 
grave. On the flrifteft examination of her 
heart fhe difcovered nothing in her fqnti- 
ments for Henry that fhe could wifh td 
conceal ; and when fhe beheld, as fhe be- 
lieved. Sir William relieved frbm every jea- 
lous doubt, fhe had on this fubjeft nothing" 
farther to wifh. Henry too appeared to 
have recovered his natural tone of mind, 
and Ellen fecretly congratulated herfelf on 
the accomplilhment of thofe hopes which 
had cheered the darkefl gloom of her for- 
mer forrows. 

Ellen's temper was fanguine — there were 
moments in which fhe could have believed 

any 
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any th'mg as certain, that it was poffible the 
united efforts of virtue and good fenfe could 
produce, 

*' Now," faidflictoherfclf, '' I fee Henry 
happy J Sir William will in time be all I 
wifh him j his love for, me will be rational 
as it is tender 5 he will deferve, and I will 
give him my whole heart j after all my for- 
rows, dnd all my apprehenfions, there will 
not be a happier lot than the one I have 
drawn.'* 

It depended wholly on Sir William to 
have realized this piftifre of happinefsi he 
chofe to convert it into fcenes of" the moft 
genuine wretchednels. 

The delight with which fuch thoughts 
often filled the "mind of Ellen, as fhe fat 
converfing with Sir William and Henry, 
frequently fpread an ineffable air of fatis- 
facflion and tendernels over her features.- — 
Henry at thefe moments beheld her as the 

image 
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image of virtue itfelf; and Sir William re- 
garded her as the moft abandoned of her 
fex — *^ The time will come," thought he 
*^ the time will come I" — and in this 
thought he was able to reprefs the refent- 
ment which fwelled his his heart almoft to 
breaking. 

The talk, however, of diffimulation, at 
length became too painful, and he longed 
to begin the period of punifhment and ven- 
geance. Ellen, was to lye-in in town, and 
to town, for this purpofe, Ihe renv>ved 
about the beginning of February. 



CHAP.' 
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CHAP. IX. 



— — — «* OimefbrtunafeHa, 
«* Che cambio c quefto^ che tu fai ? 
" Colui." 
. *' Che eflfer dovea, levato m' hai. 
*' Ti par che in luogo, ed inveftor di qu^IIo 
«* Si dtbb^ por coAui, ch' ora mi dai ?" 

ARI08TO* 

1? ROM the inftant of their quitting Stan- 
ton Park, Sir William's behaviour was 
entirely changed; he feeriicd not now to 
wifh to difgurfe the JU opinion he had 
formed of her. He reproached her ex- 
plicitly for the pleafure fliie had manifeftcd 
in the company of Henry, and he openly 
exulted in the art with which he had made 

her 
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her caution ufelefs, and by which he had 
been able to afcertain her real fentiments. 

Ellen heard Sir William with an indig- 
nant aftonifhment, that for fome time de- 
prived her of the power of fpeech--(hc 
knew not how to defend herfelf againft a 
charge, the truth of which .involved no 
criminality. She had confidered every 
mark of regard which Ihe had ihewn to 
Henry as fanftioned by Sir William's ex- 
prefs approbation, and (he knew it did not 
contain a particle ofs that kind of love which 
the m'ofl: extended of his rights could 
prohibit. 

The refentments of Ellen ,were always 
fhort lived, and even before fhe had voice 
to reply to Sir William's injuries, fhe felt 
fomewhat like compaflion, though perhaps' 
a little mingled with contempt, rife in her 
mind towards him, 

" That 



PLAIN SENSE. lit 

" That It can fuit your ideas of ho- 
nor and tcndernefs," faid fhe, to endeavour 
to betray thofe whom you arc bound to 
defend, is what I can only be fincerely forry 
for; but to treat as a difcovery which 
you owe to your own artifice that which 
at no time has been difavowcd on my part 
is a vain endeavour to dupe me a fccond 
time : though innocence is unfufpicious, it 
is noi fottifh. Be affured you have difco- 
vered nothing,' for nothing was attempted 
to be concealed: — from the firfl: hour I 
accepted your heart, you knew , the whole 
of mifie; if you have not fecurcd it your 
own long before now, the failure has not 
arifcn from my partiality to another, but 
•for the want of thofe qualities in yourfelfi 
on which affcftion only can be grounded: 
I have laboured to love you, and never 
were you fo nearly in poffcflion of my 
heart as at the moment when you have 
chofen to load me with the mod injurious 
reproaches.' What can I fay, mod un- 
happy of , men, what can I {xy^ bu: chat my 

VOL. II. G . heart 
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heart fhall ftill be yours, when you know 
how to deferve it?" 

Sir William trembled with paflion — the 
truth hafhed upon him — it wajs the light- 
ning's flafli that ftrikes and kills. To be- 
lieve himfelf alone accountable for the lofs 
of Ellen's true afFeftions, was a pang of 
fuch intolerable anguilh, as human nature* 
could riot beaj. To think her falfe and 
worthlefs was a fuffering of a milder kind. 
Hardening his mind againft conviftion, he 
gave way to a rage which was only a tem- 
porary afluagement of his fufFerings, the 
fource in fuvare of the bittereft felf-reptoach. 

The agitation that his violence occafioned 
to Ellen, threv/ her into labour : her fitua- 
tion became critical and hazardous in a 
very high degree, and Sir William would 
have almoft confented to have feen her in 
the arms of Mr, Villars, to have teen af- 
fared of her life. It was not however, by 
the death of Ellen that heaven had deter- 
mined to punifh Sir William — (he was de- 
livered of a boy and declared out of danger. 

Amidft 



Amidft the varied anguifh, compofed of 
grief, terror, and rcfehtment, that filled the 
mind of , Ellen, fhe experienced as Ihc clafp- 
cd her child to her bofom, a fource of joy 
which no misfortune that threatened her- 
fclf alone could embitter; yet ftie regretted 
but the more that in the father of her in- 
fant flie could not love the hufband of her 
choice. 

Sir William, under pretence of guarding 
her from every emotion that might be pre- 
judicial, abfented himfelf for fome days 
from her apartment; and Ellen made ufc 
of this interval to bring her mind into fuch 
a ftate of charity with him, as would enable 
her to receive him, when they did meet, 
v/ith a kindnefs, that might fhew her dif- 
pofed to forget all that had paffed at their 
laft interview. 

She prefented his fon td him with a feint 
fmile, faying, " Let tliis be the pledge of 
oblivion for all that is paft, and the af- 
furan<ce of an unbroken amity for the time 
to come." 

C2 **Afon!" 
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** A fon !'* faid Sir William, looking 
carneftly in the boy's face. 

" Did ycu not know it was a boy ?'* faid 
Ellen. ; V 

" Yes>" returned Sir William, and again 
repeated, " A fon!" 

" Dear Sir William, take your child 
into your arms, the touch of his lips will 
banifh every uneafy thought — 1 have found 
them a fovereign panacea." 

" So might I too !— ' 

*^ Why do you not try then ?" 

^' No, it is a woman*s remedy.'' 

" It is a parent' Sy* returned Ellen. 

*^ True," faid Sir William i but he 
touched not the child. 

Ellen pained, wondering, confufed, by a 
•variety of indiftinft thoughts, haftily fnatch- 
cd the the boy to her heart and burft into tears. 

Sir William alarmed, tried to footh her 
by every tender expreffion he could think 
ofi but he did not careJs the child, nor 
did he appear to regard it either as a pledge 
of oblivion, or as an affurance <jf amity. 

Ellen 
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Ellen recovered flowly, the anxiety of 
her mind afFedted her body; fhe faw Sir 
William gloomy and difcontented, and 
though he reftrained himfelf from afts or 
words of ill-humour or reproach, the fame 
dark fufpicions feemcd to lower in his 
mind, and the fame refentment to poffcfs 
his brcaft. 

Ellen was now able to go out in her 
carriage, and Qie thought it proper no longer 
to delay making Sir William acquainted 
with the refolution which (he had formed : it 
was not long before he gave her an oppor- 
tunity of doing lb. 

On meeting her one day on her return 
from an airing, he obfcrved that the colour 
began to return to her cheek, and the 
ufual life to appear in her eye, and he added, 
in a cofd and reproachful tone, " You will 
foon be able to return to fociety,— you will 
foon be able to fee all your friends.'* 

^' I have a very few words to fay> Sir 

William, on that fubjeft/' returned Ellen,' 

03 '« and 
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•♦ and if you arc at leifure, be kind enough 
to hear them now/' 

" You are not going to make me a 
fpeech?" 

" I do not deal in oratory," replied 
Ellen,' " what I have to fay will be com- 
prifcd in a very few words." 

*^ Well, Madam," cried he, with an air 
of provoking mockery, " I attend." 

" When firft I was made fenfible of the 
unjuft ideas that you entertained of my cha- 
rafter," faid Ellen, " I was led to hope that 
fuch jealoufy might only be the exuberancy 
of too ardent a love, and I trufled to that love 
and my own reftitude for the remedy : 
when I had reafon to think that the evil had 
a deeper root, that it fprung from the con- 
ftitiition of your ftiind, and that, perhaps, 
you could not change it, I offered, with the 
moft genuine fincerity, to withdraw with 
you from the whole world, and to live 
only for you. This was treate;d as the 
flight of an abfurd and romantic mind, and 
I was enjoined to conduft myfelf to all 

with 
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with whom I converfed without diftinilion 
— I obeyed this injunftion as far as it was 
poflible to obey it : — the honeft affcftions 
of the hearty which I had always avowed, 
and the diEfcrence that muft arife- in our 
intercourfe witH the wife, and the foolifli, 
the good and the bad, flood not contro.ul- 
cdj nor could they by ' this injunftion. 
You know if ever my diftinftion went be- 
yond what fuch afFcdlions and fuch differ- 
ence could warrant; and I know, moft 
' feelingly, that notwithflanding a cpnduft 
refulting from fuch principles, as will fl-and 
the ftridlefl invefligation, I have not been 
able to acquit myfelf in your opinion : .1 
believe it impoffible that you fhould at this 
time doubt my honour, but you fcruple not 
to tell me, that 1 have vohmtarily given 
my afFeftions to another : — what may you 
not next believe ? — I fhrink from the 
thought, and it behoves me to preferve 
myfelf from a fufpicion that may involve 
in the efFeds of its injuflice thofe who are 
yet unborn: what I once offered as a 
G4 .kindnefs 
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kindnels to you, I now afk as a favor and 
ihelccr for myfelf. I will not again join 
anytfociety, I will not again fee any friends 
that can awaken any injurious doubts in your 
brcaft. If it is your will that I fhall remain 
in town, I will remain 'there as a dole 
prifoncr in my own houfe j but if you 
wifli to avoid the appearance of Angu- 
larity, which this will have to the world, I 
beg that you will fufFer me to go down to 
Oakley, my health will furnifh a reafonablc 
pretence for fuch a feclufion, and there I 
cannot give you even the fliadow of a cauft 
for thofe jealoufies which wrong me, and 
make you miferable/' 

Sir William appeared ftruck with' the 
grcateft altonilhment, by the calm and im- 
preffive ftatement, that Ellen thus made of 
her wrongs, and of her conduct: fome 
purpofe labouring in his mind leemed, in 
fpite of himfclf, to be fufpended by the 
power of truth. 

" Would you go alone ?*' faid he. 

" I fhall not be alone, my boy will be 

with 
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with me, and I ' will yet hope that all love 
for me is not fo extinft in his father's breaft, > 
but that he may fomctimcjs be induced to 
vifit us." 

A fudden fhade of diftruft and indigna- 
tion croficd Sir William's brow. 

*' Yes doubt it not, — his father will 
vifit you.'' 

'' Ihopefo," faid Ellen warmly. '' Then 
you approve my plan. Sir William ? — you 
will fuffer me to remove to Oakley ?" 

*' Yes, to queen it there — to court popu- " 
larity by infidious charities — to form a 
party of , the fcum of the earth — to build 
your reputation on the downfall of mine." 

*' Good\ God!", exclaimed "Ellen, then 
checking herfelfi " far are all fuch thoughts 
from me," faid ftie, "I have no predilec- 
tion for Oakley ; you have an eftate in 
Wales, let me go there — fend me into the 
North of Scotland — ^banifh me to Ireland — 
do with me what you will, with this excep- 
tion only, do not keep me here, and com- 
pel me into company, where the pureit in- 
G 5 noqencc 
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nocence cannot preferve mc from the fbul- 
€ft fufpicion." 

Again Sir William's refolution fcemed 
to be fhaken — he remained filent and 
thoughtful. 

** If I could believe that it was prejudice- 
and falfliood— " 

" I know not what means to ufe to con- 
vince you it is lb, but fuch as I have ufcd 
in vain/' faid Ellen; *^ it appears to me that 
your mind is deeply infefted with a diftem- 
per that nothing but time and your own 
rcfleftions will cure i let me wait the refuk 
of thefe, quietly apd inofFenfively, far from 
any poflTibility, by any manners or condudt 
of my own, of increafing the evils: — No 
happinefs refults to either of us from being 
now together i on the contrary, fo many 
caufes of mutual offence may arife, as may 
ferve defiiiitively to alieniate our hearts from 
each other, and make it impoflible at any 
future period, however diftant, to entertain 
that mutual friendfl:ip fo tfiential to our 
happiiicfs,. our virtue, and our reputation/* 
^ ' "Welir 
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^' W<!ll,'' faid Sir William, after a mo- 
ment's paufe, " be' itfo; the experiment 
may ferve as a trial in more ways than one : 
but whom do you mean to take into your 
fecret ? who is to be confidant ?** 

" No one — this is a fecret I would 
willingly conceal from myfcif, and be afTur- 
ed I will not burthen any one elfe with 
.the knowledge of it." 

"• And Ihall you not write a pathetic let- 
ter to your coufuiy defiring he will keep out 
of your way, and bidding him farewel? — 
and talk of the facrifice of friend/hip to 
duty, the hope of better tim^s, when inno- 
cence will have all its rights, when you ,may 
avow the efteem with which you always have 
been, and always fliall be — and fo turn a 
period and make a flourifhing conclufion ? 
— would not this be according to rule ?'* 

" r^'he paroxyfm is ftrong now indeed,*' 
faid Ellen, " I will leave you, and wait 
your decifion as^ to where I fhall go/* 

*' Stay, that may be decided in a mo- 
ment: Oakley is tlie beft place i yourre- 
G 6 treat' 
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treat there will appear moft natural, and 
raife Icaft conjedturc. When fliall you be 
able to go?" 

" In lefs than^ week; and I entreat 
you. Sir William, to let that time be^ Ipent 
with as little difcompofure as poflible. On 
my part you fhall fee nothing but good- 
humour, and if you will permit it, cheer- 
fulnefs/' ' 

" Good God ! why fhould we part ?— 
Oh ! Ellen, are you all that you fcem to be ?" 

*^ I hope you will, ere long, be convinced 
* thatl am; and I think the prefent arrange- 
ment moft likely to produce that conviftion,'* 

*' You wifh then to go ?'* 

" I do ; but I fliould not if I could be- 
lieve that continuing here, I could ward 
off thqfe unjuft thoughts that make us 
both fo mifcrable." 

*'* I believe you had better go, perhaps 
I fliall fooner come to my fenfes in your 
abfence ; perhaps the prefcnt feparation 
may make every future hour we are to 
Ipend together happier*'' -^ 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 



** Say, from afHiftion''s various fource, 
«* Do none but turbid waters flow?" 

MASOR. 

AN a few days Ellen left town, for Oak- 
ley, taking with her her beloved boy. He 
feemed the only human , being whom Ihe 
might love unreproved, or at leaft the 
only one for whom her affcftions were not 
embittered by fome painful refleftion. 

She could not conceal frorii herfelf that 
Sir William ftudiouffy held her apart from 
her family, and he had fo profeffedly fet his 
face againft Mifs Thornton, that except one 
ifinglc fortnight which (he had ipent at Oak- 

ley, 
6, 
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ley, Ellen had not feen her fince her mar- 
riage ; nor was he more willing that either 
of her fillers fhould be with her, and in the 
early days of the breaking out of his dif- 
content, he had reproached her for loving 
her father with a warmer afFeftion than fhe 
loved him. 

With Lady Almeria, who was always fur- 
rounded by a fociety in which -he himfelf 
found pleafure, and whom he knew Ellen 
could not love, and with her brother, who 
fliewed not much love to her, he fufFered 
her to aflbciate with that degree of famili-^ 
arity the nearnefs of their connexion war- 
ranted, but he held her as much as poffible 
aloof from the whole world befides. He 
wifhed her to be always in company, but 
he would have had the promifcuous crowd 
wiih which he had furrounded her wholly "^ 
and alike indifferent to her. 

A mode of life in which the affciftions 
had no fliare would have been in itfelf, ex- 
tremely irkfome to Ellen, and when joined 
to the more pofitive evils that Sir Willianj 

fpared 
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Ipared not to inflift, became infupportable. 
At Oakley (he Icemed to repofc ajs in a fc- 
cure harbour, after having been long toffed 
in ftorms that threatened Ihipwreck. 

She nurfed her boy, and this was one 
reafon that w^s given to the world for her 
retiring to the country at that feafon of the 
year, when ^every body elfe was flocking 
to town. This occupation was a perpetual 
fource of delight and intercft to her. Alone 
at Oakley, Ihe could dedicate the whole of 
hei" time and her thoughts to fo delightful a 
care, and fhe faw, or fancied that fhe faw, 
in the ftout limbs, and intelligent fparkling 
eyes of her darling, the proof and the re- 
ward of her more than common love. 

Lady Almeria had dragged her poor little 
baby to town with her, where negledl and 
want of good air loon reduced it to a 
very pitiable objeft. Ellen was told it was 
ill, and earncftly entreated Lady Almeria 
to let it join the nurfery at Oakley: to 
this rcqueft (he readily acceded, and the 

litLtle- 
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little Almeria was fent downknto Berklhire, 
to add 'to the cares and pleafures of Ellen. 

With her two children, and the various 
means of occupation which her underftand- 
ing and her heart provided her with, Elkn 
began to regain a degree of eale and hap- 
pinefs, which except at very (hort inter- 
vals, had been long a ftrangei: to her bo- 
fom. AH remains of refcntment towards 
Sir William entirely fubfided; fhe again 
flattered herfelf that if ftie could once in- 
Ipire him with a tafte for the calm delights 
of the country, fhe might be able in time 
to correft his unhappy aptitude to fufpicion, 
to eradicate all jealoufy from his mind, 
and making him worthy of her love, love 
him with an afFcftion more reafonable, and 
as warm as any which he had ever felt for 
her ; ihe congratulated herfelf on the part 
flie had taken, and was ready to perfuadc 
herfelf that her paft vexations were only a 
more certain road to happinefs. 

She wrote to Sir William frequently, detail- 
ing all that fhe did, and recounting the wit- 

ticifms 
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ticifms of Almeria, who, however, could 
not yet fpeak, and the wonderful tricks and 
atchievements of her boy. In return, Sir 
William's letters were fhort, contained little ' 
but the anecdote of the day, and never 
replied in any way to the domeftic and 
ndrfery ftorics which made the fubjecb'of 
Ellen's 

Ellen was willing to lay all this infenli- 
bility to the way of life Sir William was 
engaged in, fo unfavourable to the feelings 
of the parent and the -hulband, and to hope 
the cure for all lay in his being made fenfi- 
ble of the fuperior pleafurc that could arifc 
from fuch feelings, to that which every 
other gratification apart from them could 
beftow. In this hope (he urged him much 
to make a vifit to Oakley, but hitherto he 
had attended little to her requcft. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 



** O fommo dio, come i giudlgi umafl'., 

" Spcflb oflul'cati fon, da ua ncmbo obfccro/' 



ARJOSTO. 



W HILE Ellen was thus indulging herfelf 
in every virtuous propenficy, ^rtd when 
Ihe already began to reap the reward that 
ufually attends the gratificaiion of fuch 
propcnfities, Henry was a prey to the moil 
tormenting difquictude. 

On his arrival in town, he had learnt Ellen's 
removal into the country, and he had heard 
afligned as a rcafon for it, her own health, 
which had fufFered mi/ch from her con- 
finement, and the cares which fhe had taken 
upon her with relpeft to her boy. Nothing 
. could appear more natural than thefe rea- 
fons, and widi Henry, who knew Ellen's 

difppfition^ 
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difpofition, they would have found but for 
one circumftanele, a moft ready belief. 

Sir William's condu6l during the time 
which they had all paffed in Devonfhire to- 
gether, had compleatly deceived him ; he 
believed that Sir William felt for Ellen all the 
love that fhe was fo well forqied to infpire, 
and he never had reafon to fuppofe that Ellen 
did not rejoice in and return his love. But 
in tienry's opinion it ill confided with fuch 
a mutual affcftionj that Sir William fliould 
fufFer Ellen to ^o without him into the 
country, in circumftances in which fhe 
might be fuppofed particularJy to call for 
more than common attention, or that he 
could confent fo foon to lofe fight of their 
iirfl: pledge of love ; a boy too, which is 
generally as dear to a father as a mother.. 

It was this circumftance that raifed a fuf- 
picion in the mind of Henry, that th^re 
was fomething more, in Ellen's prefent re- 
tirement than the world in general belie v- « 
cd i yet was he cautious in his endeavours 
to difcover whether his fufpicions were 

grounded 
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grounded in truth, left he (hould commu- 
nicate fimilar doubts to others. 

He threw himfclf as much as pofliblc in 
the way of Sir William, ,who preferved to- 
wards hiiji the manners he had held when 
they were together in Devonfhirc ; it being 
Sir William's unalterable refolution, even 
in the vengeance that he meditated againd 
Ellen, that the wor4d fhould never know 
that he had cntertaihed a fufpicion of her 
virtue or her love. 

Sir William would often fpcak of Ellen, 
would mention the partiality Ihe entertained 
for a country life, the new born attachment 
to her boy» which fcemed to fwallow up every 
other afFeftion, and Ibmetimes he would la- 
ment that it deprived himfelf, and the reft 
of her friends, of her company in town. 

Henry upon thofe occafions was flrongly 
tempted to afk, what could detain him there, 
while Ellen was in the country ; but as he 
could not forget, neither could he hope, that 
Sir William could forget the connexion that 
had once been between Ellen and himfelf. 

The 
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The remembrance of this connexion im- 
pofcd a fcrupulous delicacy upon him when- 
ever he mentioned Ellen to Sir William. As 
it was a fubjeft which ht never began, fo it was 
one that he always put an end to as foon as 
poflible. Sir William perceived this (hynefs^ 
and imputed it to the worft of motives ; from 
a reftlels defire to dlfcover what he dreaded 
to afcertaio, he fcarcely ever faw Henry, 
without introducing, in fome way or other, 
, the fubjeft of Ellen's retirement, and Henry 
at length began to think ' there was fome- 
thltig of affeftation, or defign, in this. 

While Henry's mind was in this ftate of 
fufpencc. Lady Almeria awakened him to a 
much more lively fufpicion of the truth. 

Lady Almeria's own attendant was coufin 
to the v/oman who waited upon Ellen, they 
were both Northumberland girls, and Ellen's 
fervanc had (pent all her life, till taken 
into Ellen's, fcrvice, within a bow-lhot of 
Groby Manors hence fhe could tell of the ^ 
early love between her lady and Mr. Villars, 
of the cruelties of Lord Villars, the diflrefs 

of 
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of the lovers, the fudden appearance of 
Henry on the eve of Ellen's marriage, with 
every circumftance relating to the affair 
that was made public, and with many that 
had never happened, and which were re- 
ported from mifapprehenfion and conjec- 
ture. 

It was from her knowledge of much that 
really had paffed, and from her belief in ftill 
more that never paffed, that (he had drawn 
the conclufion, that Ellen would never love 
Sir William, Thus, from the day of her 
marriage Ihe never faw a fhade of difconrent 
upon Ellen's brow that Ihe did not impute 
(according to the chamber-maid-like idea 
of the invincibility of a firft paflion) to her 
having been croffed in love. 

With a mind thus pre-occupied by this 
fancy, it was not poffible that the whole of 
Sir William's unkindncfs and its effefts 
upon Ellen, (hould be entirely concealed 
from her. What fhe fell (hort of in real 
knowledge, (he made up in conjcfture, and 
all fhe conjeftured fhe reported as fa6t-^- 

Much 
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Much of it indeed was fo, though fhe did 
not know it. 

Ellen having left fome books in town, 
locked up in a cabinet, of which (he had 
the key with her in the country, about this 
time fent her maid to town to bring them 
to her. 

Jenny, who had her mind full of all, that 
fhe believed had happened in Sir William's 
family fince Ihe lafl: faw her.eoufin, made 
ufe of fome of the few hours that fhe fpent 
in t6wn in a vific to Lady Almeria's houfe, 
and there Ihe fuUy detailed to her filler goffip, 
all that flic knevir, and all that flie believed (he 
knew. She told of Ellen's violent illnefs, 
immediately following an angry converfa- 
tion with Sir William: (he repeated fome 
words which (he had accidentally overhead 
. — (lie dwelt on the length of time which 
he had abfented himfclf from the apartment 
of Ellen — on the diflike that he feemed to 
have to the child— on the grief that (he had 
often witneffed in Ellen's countenance and 
manner — on the unkindncfs of Sir William, 
• ' in 



144 PLAIN SENSE. 

in having never once vifited Oakley fince 
Ellen had retired thither — and on the con- 
tentment and eafc Ellen feemed to experi- 
ence notvvichftanding his abfence. 

From all thefe circumftances thofe two 
Machjavels concluded, with a certainty that 
left no room for doubt, that Sir William 
was jealous of Mr.Villars, that he had ba- 
jiiftied Ellen into the country to prevent 
their meeting, and that Ellen had more fa- 
tisfaftion alone, and left to the remembrance 
of her firft love, than, from the unkindnefs 
and fufpicion of Sir William, fhe had ever 
enjoyed in the world, and in his fociety. 

As Jenny finccrely loved her miftrefs, all 
that Ellen did was right in her eyes ; and if fhe 
had been employed by her in carrying on 
an intercourje with Henry, (he would cafily 
have excufed her on the fcore of the un- 
conquerable nature of a firft paflion, and 
the provocation received from a jealous 
hufband; fach circumftances forming a 
fpecies of apology, that in vulgar minds is 
a fufficient excufe for every enormity. 

But 
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But as Jenny thought Ellen extremely in- 
jured, fo ftie knew her to be perfeftly inno- 
cent ; and hence fhe painted her as the moft 
patient fufFerer, and Sir William as the worft 
and moft unkind of human creatures. 

Lady Almeria's woman had often heard 
her Lady cxprcfs fomewhat of contempt, and 
a good deal of furprife, on Ellen's with- 
drawing from town at that feafon of the 
year, and fhe had heard her throw out, as * 
n") improbable fuppofition, that it was con- 
trary to her own wifli, and the effeft of Sir 
William's arbitrary jealoufy ; (he had, how- 
ever, alfo heard her declare that fhe was 
not in the fecret, and did not in fa£l really 
know what the caufe was. 

Lady Almeria amongft her other foibles, 
had that moft pernicious one of bufyino- 
hcrfelf much in the affairs of others -, fhe 
had always taken upon her to foretcl that 
the marriage of E41en with '^^r William 
would end ill, and fhe looked with fome 
degree of eagerncfs for every circumftance 
that could tend to prove that her predic- 
tions w^ere' fulfilled. 

VOL, II. H From 
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From thefe defers in Lady Almeria's 
character, Betty always found herfelf well 
liftened to when fhe talked of the charaflcrs 
of her Lady's acquaintance^ or repeated 
anecdotes out of their refpeftive families. 

All therefore that (he had heard from her 



coufm was raoft eagerly poured out as a tor- 
rent the next time (lie attended upon Lady 
Almeria, and it. was poured out with .all 
thofe exaggerations and embcllilhments that 
fo readily occur to every relator of every 
ftorj, who wifhes to make the moft of what 
is to be told. Every thing that Betty re- 
lated foimd ready credence with Lady Al* 
meria, and in a few hours after Ihe had 
heard the ftory meeting with Henry : 

" Now/' faid fhc, " I can clear up the 
wonderment of Lady Ackland's running 
away from us in fuch a ftrange manner; 
that brute. Sir William, is jealou:^ of you, 
and he means to confine Ellen to Oakley 
as^long as fhe lives ^ and woe be to you 
both, if you approach the thrcfhold !'* 

Henry turned pale as death. 

Let 
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t ** Let mc beg. Lady Almeria,*' faid he, 
^ that you will not indulge yourfelf m fuch 
wild fancies, — much lefs repeat them, 

** Oh ! you don't bcKcve n>c ?-— come this 
way then, and I will give you fuch a proof 
as will clear my veracity in a moment,** 

*' Why (hould I be convinced of what would 
give me inexpreflible pain to believe ?'* 

" It cannot give you more pain than it 
does me : I have been in a perfeft fidget 
ever fince I heard it^ — I am fiire I* dart: not 
tell Mr. Mordaunt half, he'd be for cutting 
Sir William'^ throat, or' fomc fuch thinV, 
for you never heard of fuch a dragon/^ 

Henry's curiofity now got the better tk 
his prudente, and he lifVened to all Lady 
Almeria had to tell; — but with what emo- 
tions he liftened to it, it is not poffiblc to 
cxprefs. His whole, frame ti-embled, and 
his agitation was fo great, that Lady Almeria 
began to repent that (he had choftn a public 
affembly for fuch a communication. 

" Come, I will tell you no more,'* ftid 

Ihe, ^* how you do love this Elica ftill ! — 

H 2 ' I do 
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I do not believe there is fiich another con- 
ftant fwaiii in the bills of mortality.'* 

" I muft know all now/' faid Henry, 
" coft me what it will 3 you have fet me on 
the rad^L." 

'* Bpt I dare not -, — it will be you that 
will be for cutting Sir William's throat at 
this rate." 

'* No, I have no fuch , thoughts : Sir 
William will live fafe from my vengeance; 
but what is there more to hear?*' 

*' Blefs me, not much: it is eafy to fup- 
pofe what a jealous, . and unreafonable man 
will fay and do — but Ellen is fo rcferved 
that I don't find that fhe has ever com- 
plained, even to her maid." 

" Complained ! — to her maid !— '* re- 
peated Henry, " No, Ellen knows how to 
fufFcr, but not to complain." 

'^ And fo fhe will have no redrefb ! I fee 
no mighty wifdom in that. Were I in her 
place I would complain, and loudly too — 
men may be managed by their fears, and 
Sir William would not dare to ufe her fo 

if 
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if he thought fhe would expofe his eondu<5l; 
to the world." 

Henry was in no humour to difculs the 
propriety of fuch maxims, and finding he* 
could draw no farther particulars from Lady 
Almeria, he earneftly recommended what 
yet he could not hope fhe would praftife, 
the ftriifteS: filence, and withdrew with a 
heart opprefled almoft beyond fufFerance. 

Although Mr. Villars was well aware of 
the fiifpicious quarter from which he had 
received his intelligence; and though in 
any matter where the happineis of Ellen had 
not been concerned*, fuch evidence as that 
on which, it reftcd, would not have fixed 
any circumftn^ce for a moment in his 
thoughts, yet in acalc where fo much was 
at (lake, his apprehenfions gave credibility 
to the moft doubtful teftimony; and this 
tcftimony fccmed to be confirmed by feveral- 
particulars, of the truth of which he could 
not entertain a doubt. 

He knew the fudden and dangerous ill- 

nefs of Ellen, which was now afcribed to 

H 3 Sir 
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Sir Winiam's violence, to beafadt; and 
he had be.fore been told, that it had been 
occafioned by a fright. It was alfo certain 
that* fhc had retired into the country, and 
that Sir William fo far from accompanying 
her, had never even vifited her fince her 
refidence there. The frequent, and what 
now more than ever appeared to be ofEci- 
ous converfations, with him upon this fub- 
jeft, returned with added efFeft upon his 
mind, and he felt perfuaded that they had 
been held with a defign to confirm or do 
away fufpicions which he was now convin- 
ced Sir William had entertained. 

Thefe fufpicions feem^d, it is true, ill to 
5[gree yvith the friendly and open condu6t 
which he had. held towards him while in De- 
yonfhire -, or with the continuation of the 
f^me in their intercourfe in town : But Henry 
could not help fearing, that this conduft, 
which might be ufed as a cloak to his real 
thoughts, was rather a proof that the evil 
lay: deep, than it did not exift. . 
^ A thoufand 



iii 
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A thoufand fchemcs did he revolve in his 
mind as to what he couid or ought to do 
towards the difcovery of the truth ; and to- 
wards the alleviation of the evil if it did 
fubfift: but to eve^y one he found infup- 
portable' objeftions, and was obliged to reft 
in the conclufion, however contrary to his 
wifhes he might find it, that the fafeft and 
beft courfe he could purfue, was to do- 
nothing. 

Impelled however by feelings very fimi- 
lar. Sir William and he met continually: 
their minds were equally occupied by the 
feme fubjeft, and though both were Ihy in 
their manner of treating it, they found no 
intereft in any other. 

Henry obfcrved that Sir William enquired 
frequently into his motions; and remark- 
ed, that he was particularly inquifitive whether 
his love for hunting did not carry him 
of:en to the Lodge. Henry was fometimes, 
upon fuch occafions betrayed, by his eager- 
nefs to do away all fufpicion in Sir Wil- 
liam's mind, into a minutenefs of detail and 
H 4 a warmth 
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a warmth of denial, that rather fcemed as 
the cover to the truth, than the fimplc de- 
claration of it. 

Seldom therefore did Sir William and 
Henry converfe together without Henry 
being more than ever convinced of the 
jealoufy Sir William had conceived, and Sir 
William confirmed in the juftice of it. 

By thefe converfations, and the reflefttons 
Sir William made upon them, his mind 
was at length wrought up to fuch a pitcli 
of mifery and indignation, that he refolved 
to withhold the meditated revenge no longer ; 
but preparatory to the blow he intended to 
ttrike, it was neceffiry to fee Ellen, and 
lull her if poffible into perfeft fecurity. 
. For this purpofe be no longer delayed to 
vific Oakley ; there, however, fuch a fcenc 
awaited him, as again broke in upon all his 
defigns, and fufpended his n'lind once more 
in the agitating balance of uncertainty. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIL 



<* What angel (hall 
** Blefs this unworthy hulband ? He cannot thrive !' • 

SHAKESPEARE* 



IR WILLIAM found Ellen blooming 
with health, and her ingenuous counte- 
nance marked with the placid look of con- 
tent, which virtue only can imprefs: he 
found her bufied in every rural and every 
domeftic care, living >^ith her children per- 
petually in her arms, occupied wholly with 
them, and apparently without a thought 
which wandered from the environs of 
Oakley. 

He was received by her with fuch marks 

of genuine fatisfadion, as fecmed not to 

H 51 leave 
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leave a doubt but that he was truly wel* 
come to her, and that it would be his own 
fault if he did not derive fi'om her fociety 
every happinefs he could defire. 

Such appearances were fo entirely incom- 
patible ^ith the guilt which he had been fa 
ready to impute to her, as to compel him for 
fome time, in fpite of himfelf, to do her 
juftice. Yet, if Ihe did not love Henry, how 
came Ihe to be fo happy in the abfence of 
her hufband ? the anfwer that his confciencc 
forced from him to this queftion, gave him 
a pang of felf-reproach, that he knew not 
how to endure. 

If her heart te not another's — yet I have 
lofl it for tvcTy thought he. But no, it is 
in loving Henry that Ihe has ceafcd to love 
me. My condu<?t towards her has juftified 
this dercliftion in her eyes, and hence the 
eafe and fatisfaftion that appears*" in her 
countenance; hence die deep hypocrify Ihe 
is enabled to maintain. 

Such thoughts as thcfe were fupplanted. 
by others more worthy of Ellen ; and thefe 

werfi 
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were again driven* from his mind by ffefh 
fufpicipns and new jealoufies, * What would 
he not have given for Morgana's cup, or 
the little boy's mantle. 

Ellen remarked the perturbation of his 
mind, and fhe drove to allay it by the. mod 
afieftionate cheerfulnefs. It would not 
have been poflible to have, fuppofcd from 
any word or look" that efcaped ElJen, that 
fhe had withdrawn into the country to 
avoid the violent -cfFeds of the /mod unjud 
jealoufyi or that fhe retained an atom of 
rcfentment for the injuries fhe had received. 
A perfeft oblivion as to all that had paflfed 
before her removal to Oakley, feemed to 
have pervaded her mind. Shd appeared, 
willing to confider that period as a new 
epoch of her life, from which, if he pleaf- 
cd, Sir William might date their muifual: 
liappinefs. 

Sir William had now fpent three weeks .' 

in Bcrkftiire, and fo far had the mild and 

wife demeanour of Ellen wrought upon hiS; 

mind,^ that he began to confider all his pad. 

' H-6. fears. 
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fears but as the horrors of a frightful dream 
from which he was now awakened. 

If he could always live with Ellen at 
Oakley, he thought he could fubduc his 
jealoufy -, but to live always at Oakley, even 
with an angel, was what little fuitcd his 
tafte.^ It would not, however, he knew, be 
difficult to perfuade Ellen to continue there 
altogether. This indeed appeared to be 
what fhe defired, and if he could be aflured 
that fhe lived thejre wholly to herfclf and 
children, he was willing to flatter himfclf 
that the kindnefs with which he doubted • 
not Ihe would always jeceive him when he 
chofc to join her, would be fufficicnt for 
his own happinefs. 

To this fcheme of felfifli felicity there 
was only one objeftion that arofe in his 
mind ; he feared there might be fomfc myf- 
tery in the choice Ellen feemcd to have 
made of Oakley for her refidence, and the 
neighbourhood of the Lodge recurxed to 
his remembrance, and brought with it a 
uddcn pang of jealoufy that made him flart. 
3 The 
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The experiment, however, he thought 
worth trying. If Ellen were innocent Ihe 
might be fafely trufted at Oakley, if Ihc 
were guilty, the place of her abode, was a 
matter of little confcquence. Time and 
obfervation could alone clear this impor- 
tant point, and to time and obfervation he 
refolved to refer it. 

Sir William was in this (late of mind, not 
wholly ciired of his fufpicions, and yet wil- 
ling to believe them ill-founded,^ when an 
event happend that feemed to his difturbed 
imagination to carry conviftion with it; it 
fixed hipi immoveably in his plan of ven- 
geance, and fealed the deftiny of Ellen; 

Both the children were fei^ed at the fame 
time with the meafles, and the diforder put 
on its moft alarming form. Ellen dilpatch- 
cd a meflcnger inftandy to Lady Almeria, 
and Ihutting herfelf up in the apartment 
with the children, watched them with equal 
and unremitted folicitude. Before Lady Al- 
meria arrived the litde girl was apparently 

out 
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out of danger, but the boy continued in a 
ftate of the greateft hazard. 

Ellen, who had not a thoughc that fhe 
could fpare from him, did not obferve the 
almoft undiflembled indifference with which 
Sir William viewed the child's danger, and 
hcxforrows; but it ftruck every body elfc. 
Lady Almeria confidered it as a fuil con- 
firmatioa of all that ihe had been told : She 
had promifed to inform Henry of the pro- 
grefs of the child's difeafe, and (he fcrupled 
not to mention in the moft explicit termsj, 
all the obfervations that ftie had made "on. 
Sir William's 'conduft. 

Henry was almoft driven to diftradlioni 
with the idea of Ellen's fuffcrings, and Sir 
William's cruelty, yet durft he not attempt 
to alleviate the one,, or to punifh the other;, 
he could only entreat Lady Almeria not to 
remit the frequency and particularity of her 
details, and he awaited the event in town 
with all the anxiety and perturbation that 
' be might have felt had he been indeed the 
fether of the child. 

Not. 
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Not all the exertion of the befl- medical 
fkill, not all poor Ellen's f6licitous and 
unwearied care could prolong her darling's 
dace on earth, or keep its fpirit one^ mo- 
ment from its native fky : — It died ! — And 
Ellen remained 3 motionlefs image of de- 
fpair, by the fide of the bed on which it 
had Expired, J v 

. Sir William had been out in his grounds, 
and returning, entered tfie apartment to 
make his ufual cold inquiry, m his accuf- 
tomed words of^ *^ How go you on." 

" It is all over!** faid Lady Almeria. 

'' Thank God t" faid Sir William, and: 
ruflied out of the room. 

Ellen looked up,, and inftantly funk down 
fenfelefs, and to all appearance lifelefs. 

Lady Almeria's (hrieks brought Sir Wil- 
liam back. " You have murdered her— - 
you have killed Ellen,'' faid {he. 

No words can defcribe Sir William*3^ 
confternation ; he hardly knew the force of 
the words that had efcaped him, and the 
efFed they had upon Ellen appeared incom- 

prchenfible :. 
6 



l60 PLAIN. SENSE. 

prehcnfible: but the fight of her, pale 
and brcathlefs before him, drove him al- 
moft to inftant madnefs. ' He caught her 
in his arms, and eager to remove her from 
the chamber of death, carried her to her 
own apartment. There, while every me- 
thod was ufed to reftore her, he threw him- 
felf on his knees before her, and, regard- 
lefs of all prefcnt, earneftly implored her 
forgivenefs, upbraided himfelf as the molt 
cruel and unjuft of men, and promifed 
never ceafing love and confidence if Ihe^. 
would but live to blefs him. 

Ellen opened her eyes ; but^ as if the 
fight of Sir William was baneful to her, 'fhe 
put her hands before them and wept bitterly. 

Sir William ordered every body to retire. 

'^ No! no! no!'' faid Ellen. 

" Do you then hate me?" faid Sir 
William, " Dare you not truft yourfelf 
with me ?" 

Thefe words brought Ellen to her re col- 
ledion. " Do not talk fo, Sir William; 
but I am very ill, I want afliftance." 

" I will 
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" I will affift you. I would give my life 
for yours, and do you rcfufe to let me 
attend you ?*' 

.« Leave us," faid Ellen faintly. " Oh ! 
Sir William," faid fhe when they were 
alone, ^^ what mean thefe words of love 
after you have given me fuch ^, proof of 
your deadly hatred ?" 

*' A proof of deadly hatred! — Oh! Ellert, 
how you wrong me, what fenfe can' you 
have put upon my words to make you think 
them of hatred ?" , 

Ellen wept but could not Ipeak. 

*^ The fubjeft is too delicate," continued 
Sir William, *' to explain upon s but is it an 
unpardonable crime, when hope was ex- 
tinft, to have been grateful that fuftering 
was no more ?*' Ellen was filent. 

*^ Deareft Ellen, fay you mifunderftood, 
that you are .convinced j do not perfift in 
an error fo injurious." , 

" I cannot fpeak, my heart is cruelly op* 
preffed, but never need you dread injufticc 
from me/' 

« Then 



l6a PLAIN SENSE." 

** Then, my deareft love, look upon me ; 
do not thus turn from me, as if the very 
fight of me wi>s haicful to you. Often 
have I given you caufe of offence, never 
did 1 find you unforgiving. Now when I 
would not offend you, be not lefs kind.** 

" I would not think that there has been 
offence, given ; I would not think that 
there is room for forgivenefs." 

^' Then in this embrace be all mifappre- 
hcnfion forgotten: be aflfured, you cannot 
be grieved without my taking a part in 
your affliftion.'* 

" I will endeavour to believe it j but take 
it not unkindly if I wifh to be alone j I am 
very greatly afflifted s I cannot now make 
ufc of the full powers of my mind i I can- 
not at this moment be all you wifh me to 
be, or all I ought to be. Let me rccoUeft 
inyfclf, I hope foon to be refigned to ' all 
the ill I am deflined to fufFer, and alive ta 
■all the good that is flill afforded me/' 

*^ May you confider my love,'* faid Sir 
William embracing her, " as the greatefl 

fhare 
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fliarc rff that goodj; and as a proof you do 
to J do not banifli mc long from you.'* 

Sir William then left her, and endeavour- 
ed to calm the difturbance of his mind, 
by perfuading hirpfelf that he had given 
fuch a fenfc to the tinkind words that had 
cfcapcd him, as would efFeftually remove 
from the mind of Ellen all apprchenfion of 
their real meaning. 

Whatever were the fufpicions that had 
diftated thefe words, and whatever -the im- 
pulfe to which he had yielded in uttering 
them, he was fenfible there was a barbarity 
in their found, that no motive, and fcarccly 
any offence could juftify. He "^doubted not 
but Lady Almeria would repeat them, and he 
jfaw his charafter at ftake. In perfuading El- 
fcn that they were only the cffufion of com- 
paflion, he kn?w he fecured a warm advo- 
cate; and in the kindnels of their intercourfe 
he faw a refutation of any cenfurc that his 
unguardednefs might have cxpofed him to. 

Thefe were the felfifh motives upon which 

his prefent conduA was founded, but he was 

' not 
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not without a very fenfible compun6li6n for 
what had paflcd, and had a very lively in- 
tereft in the forrows of Ellen. He had 
lately accuftomcd himfelf to confider her as^ 
rather injured than injuring, and in this 
light he felt for her a revival of his firft paf- 
fion, and mixed as it was with pity towards 
her, and reproach to himfelf, the cxpreffions 
of it were more lively and tender than even 
in the firft days of their marriage. 
, But Ellen's heart wa3 no longer in a ftate- 
to receive pleafure from the love of Sir Wil- 
Fiam. No explanation that he could give, 
to words fo cruel and wounding, could do 
away the effcft they had produced in^ her 
mind. Without fully underftanding the 
feeling from whence they fprung, (he felt 
them as the greatefc and moft unprovoked 
unkindnefs he could have been guilty of : 
the carelefs indilFerence he had fhewn- 
through the whole of the poor baby's -illiK^ 
nel3, now ruflied, upon her recolle6tion> 
and (he found it impoflible to believe, that 
nQxds fo ftrong had arifen only from a fud- 

dca. 
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.den impullc of compaQionxto fufFerings to 
which he had fo long appeared infenfible/ 
yet why ^ Sir William (hould rejoice in the 
death of his child, except becaufe it was the 
fource of her pureft delight, fhe could not 
guefs. She had often thought that he had 
confidered the boy with jealoufy, as an ob- 
jeft that had occupied that place in her' 
heart which he alone ought to have poffef- 
fed J but for a jealoufy fo felfifli and unjuf- 
tifiable, with all her candour, Ihe could 
find no excufe. A fentiment of difguft 
and refentment now therefore mingled with 
the deep grief of Ellen for the lofs of lier 
child; nor could all her efforts to fubdue 
it wholly fucceed. But grief in this cafe 
did more for her than reafon; fo over- 
whelming was her affliftion that it over- 
came every other feeling, and had the caufe 
of the offence been unconnefted with the 
fubjeft of her forrow, it would have been 
inftantly obliterated firom her mind* 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. XIII. 



•* Oft' expe£lation fails, and moft oft' there 
** Where moll it promifcs."" 

SHAKESP£AR£, 



HILE Ellen remained almoft wholly 
abfbrbed in grief, a circumftance hap- 
pened which broke in upon her affliftion, 
and convinced her, that no ftatc could be 
wholly wretched that afforded the benevo- 
lent heart an opportunity of adminiftering 
to the wants of others. 

Her letters from Northumberland in- 
formed her, that the grandfon of her fa- 
vorite protegee Deborah, a young man 
diftinguifhcd for his intelligence, honefty, 
and induftry, had from fome unavoidable 

misfortunes 



PLAINT SENSE, l6j 

misfortunes fallen . into the greateft diftrcfs, 
and that he, his wife> and two children 
were; in jail. Charlotte> who wrote the hif- 
tory, deplored the utter inability of her 
father to afiford any efFeftual affiftance to 
fo much undcfervcd mifery, as the . fum ne- 
ceffary for that purpofe was not Ihort of two 
hundred pounds, a fum much too large for 
him to fpare from the immediate ^ants of 
his own family. 

Ellen's heart fcemed to leap in her bolbm, 
when flie read this account. Sir William 
had always continued his ufual allowance 
'to her, and the little occafion ftie had had* 
for money for many months pad, had made 
her rich. By anticipating a, part of her 
next quarterage, which might be made eafy 
by. a little future economy, fhe was ^ able 
immediately to command two hundred 
pounds, and by the return of the poft fhc 
tranfmitted a draft upon Sir William';^ 
banker for that fum. 

It i$ needleis to attempt explaining the 
joy "and gratitude of the family, whofc 

mifcries 
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fcries (he relieved -, their joy however was 
not fhort of her own, nor was her gratitude 
lefs when (he raifcd her thoughts to the 
Giver of all Good — the giver of that good 
which includes all other, the giver of a good 
heart. This tranfaftion fhed a calm over 
the mind of Ellen, and contributed more 
to reftoring her to peace than any gratifica- 
tion merely felfilh could have done. 

Lady Almeria had been but too faithful 
a detailer to the wretched Henry of the 
whole ftory of the death of the child, and 
- the confcquent forrows of Ellen, and he 
felt on the communication his fufFe rings 
incrcafe to fo intolerable a degree, that he 
found it impofliblc to forbear fome effort 
towards their alleviarion. . Yet when he 
confidered that all his information came 
from Lady Almeria, and rcflcdled upon 
her ^feeling charafter, and the talent Ihe 
had in exaggeration, he thought it prudent^ 
to judge with his own eyes, and determine 
by his own obfcrvation before he took any 
ftcp, the confequence of which might in- 
volve 
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volve the conduft of Ellen as well as his _ 
own. 

. Ellen, from the extent of her grief, which 
took in the whole of her mind, except what 
fhe could fpare to the calls of benevolence, 
and from the gentlenefs of her temper, which 
forbade any fharpnefs of relcntment, had 
been able to receive Sir William's attentions 
and folicitudes with fuch a degree of fatis- 
fadtion and gratitude as feemed to fpeak to 
all lookers on, that perfect harmony was 
reftorcd between them. Ellen had been- 
alfo particularly fofcened towards Sir Wil* 
liam by his generofity, unlike his ufual 
charafter, towards the grandfon of poor De- 
borah. The circumftance of what Ellen 
had done for him came accidentally to 
his knowledge, and he was too acute not 
to perceive the favorable opportunity now 
in his power of doing more towards rein- 
ftating himfclf in Ellen's favor, than all his 
ftudied fondnefs to herfclf could ever have 
produced. He praifed in tlic higheft terms 
Ellen's benevolence, and by imitating, gave 
VOL. II, I an 
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an irrefragable proof that he approved it; 
To the two hundred pounds he added ian- 
othcr, as a means by which the young 
man might be enabled to enter the world 
again with fome advantage. 

On this occafion Ellen looked upon Sir 
William with an air of the fweeteft com- 
placency^ and fhe once morefaid to ^herfcl^ 
-his heart will at length open to a fenfe of the 
true ufe of riches, our minds and our wifhcs 
will be in unifon, and we fhall be happy. 

Sir William liad explained the offenfive 
words to JLady Almeria, in the fame fenfe 
that he had explained them to Ellen, and he 
fought more and more^ by the marks of the 
fondcft love, and moft fmccre participation 
in her prefcnt affliction, to prove that they 
could jullly bear no other fenfe. Ellen 
Yeemed now to have forgotten, oratlcaft to 
have forgiven all that had paflcd ; and Lady 
Almeria now faw nothing between Ellen 
and Sir William that could juftify her for- 
mer opinion, or the tales of Jenny. 

She 
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She was not however willing, notwith- 
ftanding thofe favorable appearances, tofup- 
pofe herfelf miftakcn ; and while (he ac- 
knowledged in her letters to Henry the 
change that had taken place, fhe fcrupled 
riot to impute it to the confummate art of 
Sir William, who meant by this means to 
deceive her. For the truth of this conjec- 
ture fhe appealed to the forrow in which 
Ellen was ftill plunged, and which, (he faid, 
it W2LS impoflible to believe occafioned by 
the death of a brat not four monthis old. 

But Henry, who faw no fuch impoffibi- 
lity, confidering the peculiar circumftances in 
which Ellen was placed, and feeling his 
hopes revive that her forrows-did not wholly 
flow from fo irremediable a caufe as he had 
been taught to believe, thought this a pro- 
per time, when Sir William was with her, 
and they appeared to be on perfectly good 
terms with each other, to make ufe of his 
own obfervation to come at the truth if pof-, 
fible ; for this purpofe he came down to the 
Lodge, and the next morning after his arri- 
* I ^ val. 
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val, walked over to Oakley. He had been 
told by Lady Almeria, that Ellen was fo 
much indifpofed that Ihc feldom left her 
a.partment till two o'clock in the day, and 
he had therefore chofen an hour for his firft 
vifit in which he believed he fliould only 
fee Sir William. 

He had crofled a corner of the park, and 
had entered' through a part of the gardens 
which led him direftly to a fmall hall where 
fervants always waited ; but in going to-- 
wards this hall he neceflarily paffed before 
the breakfaft-room windows, which opened 
to the ground, and at which at that moment 
Lady Almeria was (landing. They faw each 
other, and Lady Almeria beckoning to 
him, faid, " So you are come ? 1 thought 
you could nqt ftay away; but you have 
good information, for I fuppole you know 
Sir William is not at home?" — ^' Sir Wil- 
liam not at home ?" repeated Henry, " why 
did .you not tell me fo before ?" 

*• Oh, he went away two days ago, upon 

fome fudden bufinefs or other that fignified 

6 not 
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not a farthing, and will ftay away a week I 
believe: well, lit dov/n, and I'll run and 
tell Ellen ; I am fure the fight of you will 
do her. good." 

• ** Stay, I beg you will ftay," faid he; 
*' do you fuppofe, knowing all you do, 
that I would fee Lady Ackland in the ab- 
fencc of Sir Willi-^m ?" 

*^ Why not? I tell you it will do her 
good, and it was an hundred to one but 
you had found her in this room. She ia 
much better than (he was, and comes down 
to breakfaft, but (he had a head-ach this 
morning, and fo kept her chamber." 

<^ I am happy (he did fo : and now. 
Lady Almeria, if it be po(rible for you to 
keep a fccret, 'promife me that^ you will not 
mention to Lady Ackland that I have been 
here ; as fome litde indemnification for fuch 
reftraint, I give you leave to tell Sir "Wil- 
liam every circumftance of my vifit." 

'' Tell Sir William indeed! no, I will 

never tell him any thing that I think can 

give him Iktisfadion. But in the name of 

* 1 3 common 
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common fenfe (fpr as to high-flown heroics 
I do not pretend to underftand them) pray 
tell me why you will not fee Lady Ackland ?" 

" If half what you have told me is au- 
thentic, I think you may anfwer that quef- 
tion yoiirfelf ; my vifit was to Sir Willian>, 
not to Lady Ackland, and when Sir Williana 
returns I will repeat it. I have no objeftion 
to feeing Lady Ackland, but I will not fee 
her ap^rt from her hufband/* 

" But why not give yourfelf the merit 
of your mighty forbearance with Ellen?, 
— Objeftion to feeing Lady Ackland in- 
deed ! I know you would give one of your 
eyes to fee her with the other ; why not tell 
her what hardfliips yoii jimpofe upon your- 
felf for her fake?" 

" Dear Lady Almeria, would you have 
me fhcw to Lady Ackland that I know Sir 
William is jealous ? I hope in God this is a 
truth (he will always remain ignorant of^ 
Have you not told me yourfelf) that even 
to you Ihe will never appear to fee this ? 
and ftiall I convince her that not only youj 

but 



PLAIN SENSE. tj^ 

but that I ajm in pofleffion of th^ fatal fe- 
cret? a fecret fhe wiflies to conceal from 
all the world !'* 

^^ Why then do you not (lay and fee her, 
as you would do if you knew nothing of^ 
the matter?" 

*^ And fo e]j:pofe her to the^ unjuft fuf- 
picions and unkind treatment of Sir Wil- 
liam. Even you fuppofed I had received:* 
intelligence of his abfenee, and do you 
think he will be lefs liable to fall into fuch 
an error ? When SirWilliam knows of my 
vifit, and knows I have not feen Ladf 
Ackland, it will be impoffiblc but that he 
ftiould believe, what is truth, that I came 
to fee him, and not her." 

*^ Well, I pretend to no great (kill, cither 
in matters of prudence, or in matters of 
fcntiment, but Til engage for it I ftiould 
manage a jealous hufband better than either 
of you :— I fliould go my own way ; — if it 
were agreeable to my mighty Lord, fo much 
the better for himi if the contrary, he 
would be foon weary of coipiplaints that 
1 4 hurt 
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hurt nobody but himfclf, — Thcrc> now you 
muft. fee Ellen — that's her chamber door 
— I hear her foot on the flairs," 

" Good morning then, and I entreat you 
do not fay that I have been here." 

Henry darted out of the room, and to 
avoid the path that would have detained 
him for fome time within fight of the win- 
dows, turned haftily into a more private 
one, which led into a part of the pleafure 
ground, that did not conneft with that 
part of the park by which he had entered. 
After wandering about fome little time, he 
found his way over a fence, from which he 
regained the public road, and from thence 
his own houfe. 

When here, he reflefted upon the cfcape he 
had had, and upon the injury he might have 
caufed Ellen, had he feen her in Sir Wil* 
liam's abfence. Such a circumftance would, 
he well knew, have carried to a jealous 
mind, conviftion of a private correfpond- 
ence. He determined to learn forbearance 
for the future, and from henceforth to adt 

as 
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as if the Ibrrows and injuries of Ellen were 
indifferent to him. The evil that might 
have attended the gratificatit^n of his foli- 
citude u^on this fubjeft, though he had 
guarded, as he thought, the mark of it with 
every poffible caution, fixed tht pang of 
felf-reproaeh in his heart. 

'' Deareft. Ellen,'' faid he to himfelf; 
♦' I am forbidden to contribute to your 
happinefs ; but let no alleviation to my own 
mifery tempt me again to hazard an in- 
ereafc of your's."^ 

Alas ! if the poffibility of increafing die 
Ibrrows of Ellen appeared thus infupport- 
able to the feeling and generous heart of 
Henry, what would have been his anguifh 
had he been confcious of the evils he had 
already prepared for her ? Determined by 
thefe thoughts, Henry meafured his fteps 
back to London, and firmly refolved, on 
no pretence whatever, again to attempt 
feeing either Sir William or Ellen^ 

Lady Almeria had a (harp conteft be- 
tween her love of communication, and her 
I S pride,. 
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pride, which was fomcwhat piqued by 
Henry's words, " If it be poffible you can 
ketp a ftcret." fier defire to Ihew him that 
flic could, prevailed more than any motives of 
prudence or delicacy, or defire of obliging 
him in inducing her to hold her tongue i 
but being fidgetty and reftlefs under this 
reftraint^ Ihe dragged Ellen with her into 
the garden, and then ran away from her to 
look all around for the purpofe of feeing if 
Henry was quite gone. 

Ellen was returning flowly alone to the 
houfe, when Ihe faw, with fome furprife. Sir 
William coming toward heri he was at- 
tended by a fervant, whom (he heard him 
queftioning very earneftly, and with fome- 
thing of difpleafure in his tone, whether 
there had been any vifitors in his ablencc ? 
On the man's ftrenuoufly' anfwering in 
the negative, he turned angrily from him, 
and feeing Ellen, ftartcd with evident 
marks of difcompofure. Ellen was not able 
to quicken her fteps to meet Sir William, 
and fo far from its appearing that Sir Wil- 

Uam 
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liam haftened to meet her, Ihe thought for 
an inftant that he would have turned an- 
other way. The next inftant however he 
came forward, and joined her. 

" You are much improved," faid he, in 
an unconciliating tone, ** fince I left you : 
I hear you come down to breakfaft, and I 
lee you walk in the garden." 

« Yes," faid Ellen, taking hold of his 
arm, " but that giddy Lady Almeria has 
run away from me, and I ftiould have found 
it dtfEcultto-have gained the houfe without 
fome fupport," 

" You had fupport when you left it, 
I fuppofe?" 

" Lady Almeria was with me, but (he 
has flown off upon fome of her fluttering 
expeditions, L know not where, or why.'* 

*' Have you been, alone fmce 1 left you ?'* 

*' Yes, and poor Lady Almeria; is fo 
tired, 1 think (he would have left me to 
myfelf, if you had not returned to ptit an 
end to our tete-a-tetc." 

I 6 '/ Sh<j 
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*' She won't like the party better for 
my being of it.'* 

" Indeed I believe nothing will detain 
her here much longer; (lie thinks fhe has 
already facrificed enough to charity, for (he ' 
declares (he is here wholly upon that fcorc 
now.'' 

Here they reached the houfe, and Ellen 
was glad to repofc herfelf upon a fofa. Sir 
William flood filent before her, with his 
eyes fixed intently on hcr.fece, and lofl in 
deep thought. 

Struck with his appearance and manners, 
fo urilike all that he had lately (hewn, it oc- 
curred fuddenly to Ellen, that fomething 
unpleafant had happened during hisabfence. 
"What's the matter?" feid (he kindly^ 
" you are returned fooneir than you intended 5 
nothing I hope is anufs." 

" k is plain I have returned (boner thaa 
I was expeded,'*^ faid Sir 'William, and 
went haftily out of the room. 

Ellen, aftonilhed and alarmed, knew not 
what to tliink or conjefture; (he was fu're - 

fame 
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fome new jealous fancy had taken pofleflion 
of him, but coul4 not guefs from whence 
it originated. Had fhe known that he 
had feen Henry fcrambling over the fence 
that divided the pleafure ground from the 
road, the enigfna would have been explain- 
ed. This indeed was the cafe ; hence his 
earneft queftions to the fervants, hence his 
increaftd fufpicions on meeting Ellen in 
the garden, and hence that implacable de- 
fire of vengeance that proved fo fatal to 
Ellen. 



CHAP^ 
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CHAP, XIV. 



" If ihe be felfe, oh, then heav'n mocks itfelf/' 

SHAKESPEARE; 

Lady ALMERIA returning to the 
houfe, learnt from Ellen the unexpedt- 
ed return of Sir William, and fhe learnt 
it with much fetisfaftion ; for being heartily 
tired with her refidence at Oakley, (he was 
refolved to fcize the moment when Ellen 
had a companion, to leave it ; ihe there- 
fore replied, " Well, then, you'll want mc 
no longer, and therefore I will return to 
town to-morrow, where I flatter myfclf 
many people want mc.'* 

** You will leave me," faid Ellen, with a 
deep figh, " you will leave me your little 
^rl?" 
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" Moft willingly, but I hope you won't 
think of flaying here, jou'U never recover 
your fpirits if you do ; but if Almcria grows 
inconvenient to you, either fend her to mc 
in town, or let her maid take her down into 
Devonfhire. Lady Almeria then went to 
give fome direftions to her fcrvants for her 
removal the next day -, and Ellen, difpiritcd 
and occupied wholly with conjeftures as to 
the caufe of Sir William's difcompofure, re*- 
tired to her own room. Lady Almeria re- 
turned fome time afterwards to the brf akfaft 
parlour, and it occurring to her that it 
would be a good thing to apprize Henry of 
the arrival of Sir William, fhc wrote him 
the following lines : — 

" Sir William returned this morning;, you 
made your efcape in the nick of time; the 
enemy would have been upon you in a mo- 
ment; — now, however, you may make your 
approaches in all due form, and with a de-^ 
corum that will fet fufpicion at defiance. I 
fhall be gone to-morrow, fo to all your 
other motives, you may add that of charity, 

for 
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for yonr vifits here : perhaps the world 
will be kind enough to impute them wholly 
to that laudable principle. However, pray 
corner for poor Ellen will be moped ta 
death if left wholly to the converfation of 
caro Jpofo'* 

This note llje left open upon the table^ 
while fhe ran up ftairs to countermand feme 
di'reftions which (he had given to her maid* 
She was not abfent ten minutes, but Sir 
William entering the room in her abfence,. 
his eye was involuntarily caught by his owa 
name, written in Lady Almeria's hand; no- 
motive of honor, or delicacy, could at that 
moment have reftrained him from the gra- 
tification of his curiofity : — he read — every 
word was a dagger to his heart — he rufhed 
out ofjhe room into the gardea with tlie 
fury of a madman, impelled by a fudden. 
impulfe to feek Henry, and make him atone 
by his blood for the injury he could 110= 
longer doubt he had received from him. 

A few moments however brought him to 
calmer' refledtion ; his refolution was pre- 

vioufly 
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vioufly taken> and talcen upon what he 
thought a certainty little (hort of that which 
he had this moment received. But fuch 
evidence as this brought conviftion with it, 
and he felt fomewhat like fatisfaftion, that 
afting upon fure grounds, that would now 
be juftice which might before have been 
cruelty. His viftim, if a viftim he made, 
he had always determined (hould be Ellen ; 
her criminality was, in' his eyes, of a much 
deeper dye than Henry's j it was the com- 
plicated produA of hypocrify, infidelity, 
and treachery; he confidered each aftion 
of her: life fince he became her hulband as 
marked with the moft vicious duplicity, and 
he held himfcif acquitted to his own heart, 
for ufing the fame means for the punifli- 
ment of vice, which he believed had been 
purfued in the perpetration of it. 

The prefent tumult of his mind, however, 
was too great to efcape notice if he were 
to fubjed himfelf to obfervation : he re- 
turned therefore to the houfe, and fummon- 
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ing bis fcrvant, complained of fudden indif- 
pofition, and went to bed. 

Ellen was foon informed that Sir William 
was not well, and going to his chamber; 
faw his inflamed eye, and felt his burnings 
hand ; — with a truly tender compaflion, . fhc 
entreated he would fend inftandy for a phy- 
fician, and feating herfelf by his bedrfidc, 
declared her intention of watching by him 
till the phyfician arrived.. Sir. William, 
oppofed this refolution fo ftrenuoufly, and 
with fomewhat of fuch unkind warmth^, 
that Ellen, fearing to be of more diflcrvicc 
by oppofition, than of ufc by her attendance, 
at length yielded, and (he yielded the more 
willingly, as Sir William pofitivcly aflerted 
that his illnefs only arofc from having rode 
faft in a hot fun, and he averred that a few 
hours' fleep, (and he aiFeftcd to feel him- 
felf drowfy) would entirely remove all his 
complaints. 

Ellen was not, however, fo well fatisfied 
with Sir William's medical {kill, as to rely 
wholly either upon his account of the caufc 

of 
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of his lUnefs, or on his confidence in its 
cure ; Ihe tjhcrefore fent for a phyfician, 
and frequently, vifited the door of Sir Wil- 
liam's apartment, to fatisfy herfelf, if (lie 
could, whether he flept or not. She was 
foon convinced that he did not fleep, being 
fure that flie heard him up, and walking 
about his room ; flie gently tried the lock 
of the door, but finding it fattened, did not 
venture to pu(h her intrufion farther. 

This circumftance fixed the moft uneafy 
folicitude on her mind: the humour in 
which Sir William had appeared on his re- 
turn home, and which, when he complain- 
ed of illnefs, Ihe had perfuaded herfelf to 
attribute wholly to that caufe, (he now be- 
gan to coiifider mor^ as a caufe itfelf, and 
Xo fear that if there really were any indif- 
pofition, it was brought on by difconxpo- 
fure of mind ; but Ihe apprehended that 
illnefs was indeed a pretence, and that Sir 
William meant by it to withdraw himfclf 
from all obfervation, without exciting any 
curiofity by doing fo. la any cafe no good 

could. 
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could be produced by her forcing hcrftlf 
upon him againft his will. If he were really 
ill, fhe could not doubt but that he would 
do all that was neceflary in fuch a cafe, ^nd 
if any thing had arifcn to vex him, (he 
thought her influence to calm his mind 
would be exerted; with the moft hope of 
fuccefs, when he appeared more willing to 
liften to her. She therefore retired to her 
own room, and there v/aited in anxious fuf- 
penfe till Sir William's bell ftiould give 
her a pretence again to appear in his apart- 
ment. 

While thefe things were paffing. Lady 
Almeria had returned to the breakfaft-room, 
had fealed her note, and difpatched it to 
the Lodge by the fervant whom .Ihe was 
fending to the neighbouring town for pod 
horfes for her carriage the next day. When 
Ihe was told Sir William was ill, flie was 
fomewhat alarmed, left fhe fhould be again 
involved in the cares of charity, and that 
his illncfs ftiould be of fuch a nature as 
would not allow her, with decency, to leave 

Ellen 
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feUcn while it continued} (he went to Lady 
Ackland's apartment to make all the en- 
quiries poflible, but could learn nothing 
more that was fatisfadtory. 

In the meantime the phyfician arrived, 
and Ellen defired he might be fiiewfi im- 
mediately to Sir William ; the fervant how- 
ever informed her that he had received the 
moft pofitive commands from his mafter, 
not to enter his room until called for, and 
that he durfl: not difobey. 

As Ellen's fears on the account of illnefi 
had Very much fubfided, fhe yielded to the 
lervant's remonftrance, and afF^fted to fup- 
pofe^ that Sir William flept, and that fleep 
would be his certain cure. In her ftolen 
yifits to the door, fhe had obferved all was 
quiet, and began to hope that the paroxyfm 
of ill humour, which fhe was induced to 
think was the whole of the cafe, was go- 
ing off. 

About eight in, the evening Sir William 
rang his bell: his fervant found him up, 
and on being told that Dodor Wilfon Was 
m the hoiifc, he readily admitted both him 

and 
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and Ellen. With a kind of bitter raillpiy 
he treated her wife-like fears, that had in- 
duced her to trouble Dodtor Wilfon to ride 
ten miles in a hot day, to vifit a man who 
had gone to bed to fleep off a head-ach ; 
.and ftretching out his hand to the phy- 
fician, " Feel, Sir," faid he, *' ifthatpulfe 
does not beat healthfully.'* 

Doftor Wilfon affirmed it did, and af- 
fured Ellen flic need have no farthet appre- 
henfion, for that Sir WilHam had known 
how to cure himfclf. 

Ellen, convinced that her fufpicions as 
to the non-exiftence of any complaint, were 
perfcftly well-founded, now withdrew, and 
informed Lady Almeria that Sir William 
had "flept off all his complaints, and that 
Doftor Wilfon faid he was quite well, 

'' Thank God !" faid Lady Almeria. 

Ellen could not help fmiling. " I am iiire 
Sir William is much obliged to you for the 
interefl- you take in his health," faid flic. 

** Pifli ! — no — that's not quite the thing; 
but you know I have fixed to go to town 

to-morrow, 
3 
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"Jto-morrow, and I could not have gone and 
left Sir William ill, and you fo drooping." 
Ellen ^ook her head, and moralized a 
little to herfelf on the good and ill that at- 
tended a difpofition fo thoroughly felfifh. 

Sir William appeared both at fuppcr and 
a breakfaft next morning, but it happen- 
that he was nevef an inftant with Lady 
. \lmeriav apart from Ellen, and if he had 
been fo, it is probable (he would not have 
mentioned the vifit Henry had made, both 
from the reafon fhe had given of never wil- 
lingly eontribiTting to the fatisfeftion of Sir 
\y illiam, and the feeling no particular ftimu- 
lus to relate that which had nothing out of 
the common way to recommend it, and 
which contained no mifchief in it. 

When fhe Ihook handjs at parting with 
Ellen, " Pray endeavour to recover your 
fpirits," faid (he, " but you ought to go 
fomewhere j you'll never be yourfelf again 
if you (lay here." 

" I think,'' faid Sir William, after Lady 
Almeria was gone, " I think for once Lady 
Almeria gives good advices I have been 

thinking 
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thinking of the fame thing : what fay you 
to an expedition for fome little time ?*' 

** I will accompany you any where wil- 
lingly/* faid Ellen, her heart beating with 
the hope that Groby Manor would bc^ the 
place thought of. 

" Your healthy your fpirits require fome 
change of fcene," returned Sir Williams 
** our new-born happinefs (hurryingly, and 
with a clouded brow he fpoke it) requires 
nurture : in a diftant refidence, in a foreign 
country, I hope we fhould be able to re- 
cftablifh the one, and fccure the other : what 
fay you to going abroad for a few months ?" 

The thought of Northumberland crofled 
Ellen's mind, and prevented that prompt- 
nefs of compliance with which Oie ufually 
met any propofalfrom Sir William ; — hefita- 
tingly fhe replied, " I can have no objeftion, 
provided I can vific Groby Manor before I 
go. 

** Why vifit Groby Manor? That would 
derange all my plans j I want to be gone 
immediately." 

" You 
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'^ You do not mean then to be. abfent ' 
very long, I fuppofc ?'^ 

" Not very long ; I fhould propofe re- 
turning in fomething lefs than a twelve- 
month," 

" A twelvemonth !'* repeated Ellen, 
*• and do you not cajl that long ?'* 

*' I think a lefs time will not anfwer any 
of the purpofes for which we go ; and as I 
do not wifh to fpend any time in London 
for the next year and half^ I would not re- 
turn to England till next June.'* 

" If our abfence is to be fo long, you can 
have no objeftion to my vifiting Groby 
Manor before we fet out. It is now a year 
and a half fince I law any of its dear inhabi- 
tapts/^ 

'' When/' faid Sir William, peeviOily, 
" fhall I propofe any thing to which you 
will give a ready affent ?'* 

*^ You cannot wonder,'* returned Ellen, 

mildly, " that I do not willingly confent to 

add another twelve months to the feparation 

which has already taken place between me 

VOL, II, X ^ and 
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and fome of thofe whom I bcft love, and 
who beft love me ; my father in particular 
'I know lon?:s to fee me.*' 

" I fliould have no objeftion to your go- 
ing into Northumberland, bi'it the thing is 
impoffible. Let m^e fee — this is Wednef- 
dayj by Monday fe'nnight I hope to be 
landed in Holland." 

'^ By Mond?*y fe'nnight! Indeed I am 
very forry to hear it ; for, pardon mc if I . 
fay, I fear m.y father will take it very un- 
kindly if I leave England for fo long a time 
without feeing him." • • 

*^ You may ^afily exonerate yourftlf from 
the charge of unkindnefs j lay /every thiiig 
upon the cruelty and tyranny of your huf- 
band, and then you will not only be ex- 
cufcd, but pitied." 

" Alas ! if we carry fuch thoughts as . 
thefe abroad with ,us, change of place will 
add little to our happinefs." 

" Why then do you give reafoa* for 
them ? in no one inftance fmce we were 
married have you been willing to facrificc 
the feelings of others to my wifiies." 

^- " Indeed! 
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*^ Indeed this then (hall be an inftance : 
I am ready to quit England with you if you 
choofe it." 

" And do you fay this from your heart?*' 

** From my heart, and with my heart, i 
had hoped your wifties would never hav6 
been in competition with the duties that I 
qwe my father, but fince it is fo, your wilhes 
fhall have the place they ought to have.'* 

" How inexplicable, how impenetrable 
is the heart of a woman !'* exclaimed Sir 
William. , 

" Indeed, my dear Sir William, yo'/ 
make the myftery you feem to wonder it; 
furely there is not a leaf in the whole babk 
of nature fooner read than chat of my heart.*' 

. ^^ Do not I know, do not I know '* 

then haftily checking himftlf, *^ v/ell, I will , 
put you to the teft." :Then opening a»book 
of raaps^ " let us trace our intended route ; 
we will have none of the beaten raid of^ 
France and Italy, let us begin wkh the 
north of Europe : my lifter's marriage wfcH 
a Saxon noblemaii' has- oecifioned'^^me a* 
K 2 times 
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times to refide fo much in the northern 
part of Germany, that I feel myfelf at home 
there, and fome of the happicft hours I ever 
knew were fpent at Drefden — we will go 
CO Drefden, I will introduce you to my fif- 
tcr — we will go firft to the Hague, from 
thence we may fee every thing, that the 
United Provinces have worthy of obferva- 
tion : I will fhew you Hanover, Brunfwick, 
Hamburg i you (hall vifit the fhores of the 
Baltic, we will then turn to Berlins there 
we may fpend fome time, but we will win- 
ter at Drefdcn/V 

*^ And by what route Ihall we come 
home ?'* afked Ellen. 

" Oh, I will travel you through Bohe- 
mia to Vienna; perhaps enter Italy; but 
there are fccnes with which I think you 
would be particularly plea(ed> in the Arch- 
biftioprick of Saltzburg," 

"I think I fliould like to go from Vienna 
to Venice,'" faid Ellen, '* from thence thro' 
the Tyrol to Switzerland ; I ihould be foryy 
to leave^ Switzerland o\xt of our tour; but 

we 
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we feem to be furnifliing materials for a 
very long abfence.*' 

" We could eafily pafs through a much 
greater extent of country, than we have 
marked out, in much lefs time than we 
think of being abfent." 

" Yes, pafs through it, but that is not 
the manner in which we fhould like to fee it." 

" Well this is only a rough fketch of what 
we may do; we muft model it as circum- 
ftance and inclination may arife/* 

" But do you really defign to leave Eng- 
land next week? Is It poffible we fhould 
do fo ? Muft we not have a travelling car- 
riage biiilt? And your own affairs jrcan 
you put them into a proper ftate in fo fhort 
an interval, to be left for fo long a period ?-'* 

" All this nciay be managed i give your- 
felf no trouble about the matter 5 make 
what arrangements you may find necefTary 
as fpeedily as poffible, and be afTured I 
Ihall be ready to accompany you to* town 
in lefs than a week in our way to Harwich." 

Sir William then left her, and with an 
K 3 ' air 
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air as if he would immediately begin his 
preparations i and Ellen retired to her 
room with a mind extremely diftrcfled and 
embarafled by the confideratioh of all that 
had paired fince the preceding nnorning. 
She could not Kelp connecting this fudden 
journey with the difcontent and difturbance 
Sir William had manifefted the day before; 
but all her reafoning and all her penetra- 
tion were unequal to the difcovery of the 
liiik that was between them. 

From the habit, which had -ariien from 
J)t-inciplc, that Ellen had acquired, of aU 
ways looking on the bright fide of events^ 
and of opening her mind to all the good it 
^ ^s poffible they could produce, Ihe was 
Enabled at this moment to- fubdue a crowd 
of painful apprehenfions, and indiftinft 
fears, th^t arofe in her thoughts i and fhe 
endeavoured to gather . from fome words 
that had fallen from Sir William, that his 
pnefent; conduft was defigned as the final - 
teft ttf her ihpegrity and ^affeftion, and Ihe . 
flattered herfelf that a prudent manage- 
: ment 
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ment on her part would fix the content of 
her future life upon a tolerably firm bafis. 

It was this thought that had made her fo 
readily- yield her confent to the journey, 
and ' give up her reafonable defire of facing 
her family before her departure, to the 
needlefs hurry, as it appeared to her, and 
capricious wifhes of Sir William ; ^ and it. 
was this thought that infpired her with 
fortitude to 'conceal the bitter regret that 
fhe felt in confcquence of this facrifice: She 
was refolved that Sir William fhould fee, on 
her part, nothing but good-humour and 
alacrity, and fhe hoped that in the cheerful- 
nefs with which fhe quitted every other at- 
tachment, to accompany him, he would 
find a full refutation to thofe unjuft fufpicions 
that had hitherto deftroyed her peace to- 
' -gether with his own. 
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CHAP. XV. 



'* No fune intortb credero che ftringa ' 

** Soma cosl, ne cosi legno chiodo, 

** Come la fe, che una bella alma cinga 

** Del fuo tenace, indiffolubil node, 

" Ne dagli antlchi par, che fi diplnga 

** La fanta fe veftita in altro modo, 

** Che (V iin Vcl b'wnco, che la copra tutta, 

** Ch' un fol punto, un Sol neo la puo far brutta/* 

ARIOSTO* 

JL HERE is no virtue which fo imme- 
diately produces its own reward, as a 
vigorous exertion of the mind, arifing from 
a purity of principle. 

Ellen foon felt that cheerfulnefs and that 
alacrity which Ihe had judged it proper to 
affume; Ihe'v/rote without delay to her fa- 
ther informbg him of the journey flie was 

about 
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about to undertake. But foftening the ap- 
parent harfhnefs of their (Jeclinkig to vifit 
Northumberland before they fat out, by re- 
prefenting that Sir William's hafte to be 
abroad arofe from his fblicitudc on her ac- 
count, which would not fuffer him to liften 
to any delay: fhe intimated a very pro* 
bable hope, that her abfence* would be 
much (horter than was at prefent talked of; 
ihe luggeft-ed that it would depend Upon 
her perfeft reftoration to health, and as (he 
could truely fay that all remains of indifpo- 
fition were even now trifling, (he dwelt 
upon the almoft certainty that they muft 
meet again early in the fpring. She en- 
deavoured, by an appearance of cheerful- 
nefs and fatisfadion, to leave no doubt 
upon the mind of her fether, that the jour- 
ney met fully with her concurrence^ and 
(ht promifed the mofl: conftant and minute 
details of all that (he (hould fee or hear. 

The letter> however kindly defigned^ or 

artfully framed, by no means anfwered the 

purpofe for which it was written. Mr. 

K 5 Mordaunt 
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Mordaunt was ftrucjc by the glaring inconfift- 
tncy of the degree of indifpofition that re- 
-quired fo precipitate a removal into an- 
■othcr country, and the choice that had 
been itiade of the country to which the in- 
valid was to be removed. The climate of. 
the- Northern part of Germany feemed ill 
. calculated for the recovery of a conftitu- 
tion debilitated by fickqefs and forrow. 

Ellen hj^d indeed mentioned, as a con- 
curring motive for her journey, that from 
change of fccne was hoped a relief to her 
fpirits, as well as froni change of climate to 
her health. But Mr. Mordaunt wellkncwy 
that if left to her o^n choice, Ellen would 
have fought every relief, that Ihe could 
hope for her mind in Northumberland, 
rather than elfewhere; and the cheerfulnefs 
which (he had aflumed in her manner of 
writing, Vv'ith the pleafure fhe affcfted to 
take in the profpefts before her, feemed to 
fay that (he did not ftand in need of much 
alXillaace in. tliis wly^ 

« Thcfc 
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Thefe refleftions perplexed and difturb- 
ed Mr. Mordaunt, and he refolved to fee 
Ellen before her departure; he wrote ac- 
cordingly to- inform her of his intention; 
but that he might not delay for a moment 
a journey upon which Ellen had defcribed 
Sir William as- fo earneftly bent, he told 
her that he Ihould immediately proceed to 
town, where he hoped he Ihould be time 
enoudi to catch them for a few hours as 
they paffed through it; he having under- 
ftood from Ellen that Sir Williani did not 
mean to make . even a day's ftajf in the me- 
tropolis. But Sir William's hade defeated 
Mr. Mordaunt's ^kind purpofe, and though, 
had he known the fears and fufpicions that 
had found their way into Mr Mordaunt's 
mind, he would willingly have fpared nor 
one day only," but feveral day's, for the pur- 
pofe of removing . them, yet it not having, 
occurred to him that Mr. Mordaunt would 
riot rcll fatisfied with Ellen's reprcfentation 
of the matter; he was not aw^re that there 
were either fears or fufpicions to remove. 

K. 6 Oa 
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On the very day that Ellen*s letter arriv- 
ed ar Groby Manor, fhe and Sir William 
left Oakley for London: contrary to the 
firft plan, they paflfed two nights and a day 
there, but purfuing their journey the day 
following with diligence, they had failed 
from Harwich before Mr. Mordapnt reach- 
ed town. 

The circumftance that had detained El- 
len a wholq day in town was the fudden 
marriage of her own maid. . Jenny had 
been courted by a young man, fon to one 
of Sir William's principal tenants; it had 
been agreed that the match was not to take 
place until the young man could take a 
.farm of his own, and this they had con- 
fidered as fomewhat a diftant proipeft : but 
the day after Sir William had determined 
upon the plan^of going abroad, his fteward' 
had offered a farm to Thomas upon fuch 
advantageous terms, that nothing was want* 
ing but the confent of Jenny to become his 
wife, to make him one of the moft con- 
tented of men. Jenny objefted to the tm- 

poffibility 
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poffibility of leaving her Lady fo fuddenly, 
and fo much to her inconvenience ; but her 
fcruples were foon overcome by the rheto- 
ric of Thomas, and (he mentioned, though 
with fome relu6lance, to Ellfn, how un- 
lucky it was that (he was obliged juft then 
to go intp foreign parts, when if fhe had 
(laid at home (he might have been married 
to Thomas. 

Ellen eafily underftood her, and as no 
perfonal inconvenience ever caufed her to 
hcfitate when the happincfs of others de- 
pended upon her decifion, fhe cheered 
Jenny with a ready and kind confent to her 
remaining in England, and by affuring her 
that Ihe did not apprehend any unpleafaat- 
nefs to herfelf in confcquence of her doing 
fo. 

Sir William feemed highly pleafed with 
Ellen's difintereftednefs on this occafion, 
and gratified both the miftrefs and the 
maid, by making Jenny a very handfbme 
nuptial prefeut, 

FJlca 
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Ellen received this aft of Sir William as 
a farcher proof, that his manner of think- 
ing was becoming more congenial to her 
own. Of ftrvants he generally fpoke as of 
creatures of a lower order of beings, and 
wko were bound if well paid, to confider 
themfeives, without murmuring, as the 
flaves of caprice, and the viftims of ty- 
ranny. She had feared he would have in- 
veighed at the"" ingratitude and unfeeling;- 
nefs of Jenny, and (he had prepared feveral 
mollifying arguments to make him fubmit 
quietly to the inconvenience her fudden 
defertion muft occafion ; fhe was much de-^ 
lighted to find him in fo. different a difpo- 
fition,"^ and readily acceded to his requeff, 
that as fhe had now no Englifh fervant, to 
whofe fervices fhe had been accuftomed, 
(he would fupply Jenny's place with a. fo- 
reign one, which he aflured her fne would 
find much more convenient during her fo-, 
journ abroad, 

, Ellen had v/ritten to Lady Almeria to 
defire fhe would find her'fome perfon who 

could 
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could fupply the prefent emergency, and 
the choice fhc had been obliged to make 
between fcveral candidates had detained 
her in town. Having fixed upon the leafl: 
exceptionable, fhe had dimiffed Jenny, 
and with her new attendant had proceeded 
on her journey. 

Nothing could exceed Mr. Mordaunt's 
difappointment, when, on his arrival in 
town, he found Ellen had left it; but he 
had fuch comfortable affurances, both from 
Lady Almeria and his fon, of the ftate of 
her health, and the eafe and- apparent con- 
tentment of her mind, that he became per- 
feflly fatisfied in every refpeft but that of 
-having miffed the plcafiire of feeing her„ 
He imputed' the unneceiBiry hurry which 
had accompanied their departure wholly to 
the folicitude of Sir William> to re-eftab- 
lifii the health of Ellen, a litdc aided by 
the pleafure that it was reafonable to fup- 
pofc he would feel in returnipg to the 
fcenes and habits of foreign courts, as it 
was very apparent that thofe of his native 

.. country,: 
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country, were not nearly fb plcafing to 
him. 

Mr. Mordaunt returned to Northum- 
berland, well enabled, by the fatisfaftion 
his own mind had received, to tranquilize 
the anxious apprehenfions of Ellen's friends 
and well wiihcrs, who were, indeed, nume- 
rous as her acquaintance, with only the ex- 
ception, perhaps, of her own mother. 

Mrs. Mordaunt, however, had long ceaf- 
cd to feel that rancour of diflike which for 
many years had occafioned fo much milery 
to Ellen: her marriage had removed her 
from the fituation where her fuperior qua- 
lities had given Mrs. Mordaunt perpetual 
umbrage ; and the power that this marriage 
had given Ellen of gratifying many of her 
mother's wifhes, had in fome degree con- 
ciliated her afFeftions — affections that never 
yielded but to the voice of felfiOinefe. 
EUen had takfcn care to fupply her con* 
ftantly with fome new fafhionable article of 
drels, or furniture j fhe had written her 
every fafhionable Anecdote flie could col- 
'3 left 
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kdt, and had furnilhed her with every new 
play, or poUtical pamphlet, which n>ade 
the converfation of the day ; and which, 
from being early communicated to Mrs. 
Mordaunt, enabled her to fupport that fu- 
periority over her country neighbours, in 
which all the defires of ^her ftill exifting va- 
nity feemed now to center : mortification too 
had humbled her, and though it had not 
correfted the faults of her temper^, it had 
made her more careful to conceal them. 
The conftant fight of her eldeft and favorite 
daughter, who, with her two children 
drew their fcanty fupport, and to the in- 
convenience of the family, wholly from 
Mr. Mordaunt, was fuch an undeniable 
proof of the fatal confequences of her mif- . 
judging pride atd vanity, as compelled her* 
to appear to abjure the principle that had 
led to fuch fatal miftakes : (he no longer 
dared to exprefs a defiVc to rule in a family, 
every individual of which fuffcred in one 
way or ofher from her once unbounded 
fway^ A never intermitting difcontent 

preyed 
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preyed iipcn her heart, and undermined her 
conftitiition. " The marriage of her fon with 
Lady Almeria, from which (he had hoped 
to have derived fo much fatisfaftion and 
confequcnce, yielded her neither one nor 
the other. 

Lady Almeria fhewed her the moft 
pointed difrefpeft, never condefcendcd to 
vifit her, or invited her daughter to partake 
with her in the amufements of her country 
houfe, or ihe gaieties of a London life. 
The unwife and .unjuftifiablc partiality fhe 
had manifeftcd towards her fon, he repaid, 
rather as if he confidered the cfFeft than the 
ftiotivc : no cdnfideration for her maternal 
tehdernefs foftened with him the cenfurc 
which her character fo well jullificd, and 
he by turns ridiculed and difregarded her. 

From Mr. Mordaunt, however, fhe con- 
tinued to receive every mark of confidcra- 
tion and kindnefs, and as her increafing 
ill health foftened his heart towards ' her 
more and more, all paft offences were by 
degrees forgotten by him, and fomething 

like 
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like hiS'firft^ love began to revive in his 
heart. . 

From the contemplation of a charafter 
{o fdfifli as Mrs. Mordaunt's it is relief to 
turn the mind to that of Henry's. 

Stunned as he was at the firft intelligence 
of Ellen's journey to the continent, and by 
the certainty that (he was thus removed 
from his fight and obfer/ation, yet wheri 
he learnt from LadfyAJmeria her improved 
health, and apparently recovered cafe of 
mind, he found ample compenfation for 
-every felfilh pang, in the hppe that (he was 
now about to < reap the reward of a virtue 
and ftrength of mind, which had proved 
itfclf fuperior to all the bufFetings and 
croffcs of fortune. In the progrefs, and 
event, as he hoped it would prove, of her 
trials, he a:cknowledged the force of that 
principle of the mind, which makes the in- 
violable ptefervation of a once vowed duty 
the rule for conduft,^ and the ftandard of 
happineis. 

Ellen 
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Ellen will purfiic, thought he, her path 
of rcftitudc in foreign climes, far, far dif- 
tant it is true, ' from me, ' but if I am en- 
abled to tread the line marked out for 
me, with an equally fteady foot, then, in 
fpite of prefent diftance, and probably fu- 
ture feparation, we fhall meet at laft — meet 
where no decorum, no unjuft fufpicions, no 
unworthy fear will reftrain the plcafures of 
our intcrcourfe j we (hall meet where we 
fhall be allowably dear to each other thra^ 
a long and happy eternity* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 



y Happy the man who fees a God employed 
" In all the good and ill that chequer life." " 

cowpejl; 

HILE with thefc kind thoughts 
and flattering hopes the Englifli friends 
of Ellen endeavoured to confole themfclves 
for her abfence, fhe was purfiiing her route 
abroad with much lefs fatisfadion than fhe 
had promifed herfelf. 

The hafte with which Ihe had quitted 
England, hid occafioned that every hour 
from the moment when the fchemc was 
firft fuggefted to that in which it had taken 
place, had been wholly occupied with pre- 
parations for the iourney, and fhe had littlp 
leifurc or opportunity to attend to the oc- 
cupations of Sir William, who was equally 

engaged 
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engaged v/ith herfelf. In the little commu- 
nication that f|ie had with him on afiy fubje<5t 
apart from the one that fo mutually em- 
ployed their thoughts, flie had had reafbn to 
believe him fatisfied with her, and though 
his fatisfaclion was not accompanied by the 
gaiety that it ufed to be, before any un- 
kindnefs had arifcn between them, yet it 
appeared of that genuine kind which pro- 
mifed continuance and increafe. 

Ellen, however,. foon began to fear that 
her wiliingacfs to believe the befb had de- 
ceived her. 

A profound gravity, almoft a gloom, 
feemed to have pervaded the mind of Sir 
William; he treated hef with an aufterc 
coldnefs, totally different from any thing that 
fhc had hitherto feen in him; and as the 
burft of paffion and fallies of ill-humour fhe 
had before been expofed to, had appeared 
the refuk of fudden and irrefiftible fufpi- 
cion, and had therefore fiibfided as the fuf- 
picion vanlfhed, the arbitrary feverity that 
he now affumed towards her, feemed as if 
it could only be juftificd by a conviftion 

_of 
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of. her depravity. It was the lordly tone of 
a defpotic hufband, that he now took upon 
him, and he extended his privileges to the 
regulating the moft: trifling articles of her 
economy : her own fervant appeared to be 
particularly the objeft of his caprice ;- repeat- 
edly Ellen ^'as obliged to change her attend- 
ant, and every fucceeding one feemed but 
the more the objecl of Sir William's diflike. 
. Ellen's corr^fpondence with h^'-r Englifli 
friends was more than every thing elfe a 
caufe of offence to Sir William ; he re- 
proc^ched her continually, that though in 
perfon Ihe had accompanied hirn abroad, 
hen thoughts, her wifb^s, and her a.Tes5lions 
were in England; he feemed to regard 
every packet (he received with fufpicion, 
' and fometimes fcrupled not to hint that 
they fhould never be h:ippy together^ until 
ibt broke of all intercourle with every one 
but himfelf. 

Ellen turned a deaf ear to all fucK infmu- 

ations ; nothing ftie was refblvcd (hould in- 

'duce her to mafcie fuch a facrifice of her 

duty, nor any thing but force compel her 

6 to 
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to it, ^^ All the affeftions in a good heart/' 
would (he fometimes fay, " are Co clolcly 
entwined, that the one cannot be deftroyed 
without the dcftruftion of the others. If 
I did not love my parents, my filiers, and 
my friends, I could not love you/' 

Sir William iinderftood nothing of this> 
and as he had given up the hope of being 
beloved by, Ellen, his prefent* unkindnefe 
was rather the refult of ill-humour, than 
the effeft of jealoufy. Of the .guilt of El- 
len he had no doubt; the readinefs with 
which Ihe had concurred in his fchemc for 
leaving England, the checrfulnels and good 
humour which had accotnpanied this con- 
currence, he confidercd but as parts of that 
mafs of extended hypocrify that he believed 
had pervaded her whole conduft, from the 
firll hour of their marriage — an hypocrify 
that fwcUed her guilt in his apprehenfion 
beyond all bounds* and excited in his breaft 
a proportionate refentment : he had been 
willing to appear duped by it while it could 
any ways further his own purpofes, but he 
was determined to puniih it by every aft of 

unkindneis 
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unkindnefs and provocation that an irritated 
and revengeful mind could fuggeft. 

In a more generous and candid difpofition 
than Sir William's, the conciliating and af- 
fedtionate manners of Ellen, with the in- 
genuous franknefs of her fentiments, mufl: 
have produced different effefts ; they mufl: 
have induced a doubt of the ftrongefl: ap- 
pearances that indicated guilt in her ;' they 
mufl: have led to explanation and acquittal ; 
or at leafl: they mufl: have fufpended con- 
demnation, and withheld the arm of chaf- 
tifement. 

But Sir William's refolution was taken; 
' nothing could now divert hifti from his pur- 
pofe. It is true, had he been entirely mafl:er 
of himfelf, he would, until the moment of 
putting it into execution, have concealed 
all defire of vengeance; but the ill pafllons 
rankling in his heart broke out, in fpite of 
every effort to the contrary, into paroxyfms 
. of tyranny and ill-humour, and poor Ellen 
was the vidtim of them all. 

In thefc circumfliances it is not to be 
wondered at, if Ellen placed her moft fer- 

VOt. II, L 
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vent wiflics 6n a return to England, or that 
fhe found little real fatisfaftion from the va- 
rying objefts that occurred ; but ftill Ellen's 
difpofition and principle of making the beft 
of every thing, did not forfake her* Her 
perfeft good fenfc directed her to the beft 
means for attaining this end ; it taught her- 
to keep her own paflions under controul, 
it reprcfled the tyranny of imagination, it 
enabled her to balance the real good and 
evil of her ficuation, and it Ihewed her that 
in the fcale of human miferies there were 
more above than below her. The circum- 
ftances- of every day fcemed however to 
change this proportion. 

The preffure of Sir WiHiam*s ill-humour 
became fo peipetuai, that Ellen, wiih all her 
patience and ingenuity, could fcarcely contrive 
to efcape one moment from its weight; and 
Ihe hardly knew how to extraft one drop 
of. comfort from any refledion that her prc- 
fcnt fituation or future prolpefts afforded. 

She had nearly^ loft all hope that any 
condudt of her's could meliorate the difpo- 
fition of Sir William, and (he was farther 

confirmed 
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confirmed in this hopeleflhcfs by confidcr- 
ing that his ^refent unkindncfs could not be 
the fruits of any fufpicion arifing from the 
events of the paffing hour. She was fepa- 
rated from all who were dear to her — fhe 
was alone with Sir William in a world 
where there did not exift an individual who 
engaged her attcnjion, or interefted her af- 
fedtions : What then could he fufpeA ? what 
then could he fear ? It was not poffible that 
the events of the prefent time (hould excite 
either fears or fufpicions ; this ill treatment 
^therefore fhe could only impute to a deep 
refentment for former imagined offences, 
to eftranged affeftions, and to natural tem- 
per — evils hopelcfs of cure. 

Mild reafonings, cheerful tendernefs, af- 
fectionate attention, and hitherto unwearied 
patience, fhe had tried in vain ; fhe knew of 
no other remedies, and refigning hope, fhe 
endeavoured to arm herfelf with a double 
ftock of fortitude, and thus flrove to fup- 
port with calmhefs and dignity the miferics 
of a dcftiny fhe knew not how to cfcape. 

L 2 She 
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She could hopip little from time, except 
as the diflblver of that union which as long 
as it lafted fhe was now convinced muft be 
a fource of unallayed afflidtion to her : but 
it was not in Ellen's nature, even in wifh, 
to eftablifti her happinefs on the death of a 
fellow- creature, nor in her chaftened and 
religious mind, to defire to accelerate to 
herfelf fo awful a period j fhe was defirous 
jn this, as in every other particular, to refer 
herfelf wholly and without refervc to the 
difpofal of a Being, on whofe -wifdom and 
goodnefs fhe had the moft profound and 
unfhaken reliance. She left events to his 
care, who, in fuperintending an univerfe, 
withdraws not his attention for an inftant 
from the fmalleft atom of which it is coiji- 
pofed*; and bent her folicitude undivided 
to the right condu6t of that part allotted to 
her, and on the performance of which de- 
pended a happinefs, or mifery, as unlimited 
in degree as duration. 

Ellen, judging it expedient to avoid, if 
pofTible, all felf-commiferation^ allowed her- 
felf 
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fclf little leifure for reflecting upon her cha- 
grins ', fhe contrived to be almoft wholly oc- 
cupied by the variety of perfons and things 
that their continual journeyings threw in 
her way, — and as her general knowledge, and. 
the cultivation of her mind, fitted her to en- 
joy the beft converiation, and fuppUed htt 
with obfervations and refledtions upon every 
fubjeft of curiofity that occurred either iri 
pature or art, however fhe might be de- 
prived of happinefs, (he was by no means 
deftitute (^ a very interefting amufcment. 

She never yielded to the fupinenefe and 
languor which, from the hopeleflhefs of her 
forrow, would fome times invade her mind 5 
fhe confidered it as a fignal to rekindle her 
a(514vity, and to double her efforts toward 
procuring occupation. 

They moved from place to place, ac- 
cording to the will and caprice of Sir Wil- 
liam ; and having confumed fome months 
in vifiting feveral of the northern Courts 
of Germany, on the Ihores of the Baltic, 
and in a Ihort refidence at Berlin, they 
L 3 found 
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found themfclvcs towards the end of De- 
cember, fetried in a pleafant houfe on the 
banks of the Elbe. 

Ellen was, on her firft arrival at DrcCien, 
introduced to Sir William's fifteri fhc 
found her perfeftly well bred, and highly 
accomplifhed, affiduous to render her all 
the little offices and attentions that ,polite- 
nefs required, but apparently without a 
wifli to cultivate any intimacy with hei", be- 
yond what common civility demanded. T here 
fecmed to be little attraftion bfstween their 
charafters: Madam Tefchcn ]ha4. bfcen fo 
long abfent from her country, that Eng- 
land . had no place in her afFedions — her 
fentiments and her inclinations were Ger- 
.man, and the evident difregard and cold- 
nefs with which Sir William treated jEUen, 
muft unavoidably give her fuch ah unfavor- 
able idea of her charafter, as it could not be 
expe6led, in the kind of intercourfe that 
took place between them, Ellen would be 
able to deftroy. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 



«* Patience faerfelf^ what goddefs e'er flic be, 

« Doe8 leiTer blench at Ifufferahce ^han flie does.'* 



JirfLLEN indeed foon found that neither 
with Madam Tefchen nor any one elfe 
was it Sir William's wi(h that fhe fhould af-. 
fociate ; he fecmed unwilling that Ihe fhould 
be known, or that fhe fhould have it in her 
power to make herfclf friends. 

After (he .had been introduced at Court, 
and into all fuch houfes as Sir William had 
been formerly acquainted with, and after 
(he had (t(tn all that the place afforded 
worthy of curiofity, Sir William made it 
appear very evidently, that he never was fo 
L 4 well 
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well pleafed with her, ds when (he remained 
Ihut up in her own habitation. 

This defire of Sir William^s to feclude 
her from all fociety, agreed much better 
with her inclinations than her prudence. 
Sir William was icldom at home ; and thus 
left to hcrfdf, and deprived of the means of 
indulging tlie' aftive propenfities of her 
mind, or the benevolent difpoficions of her 
heart, Ihe found no' intereft in the common 
occupation which her books or her works 
afforded, fu.Ticiently powerful at all times 
to fufpcnd, the queruloufnefs of regret, car 
the anticipation of fear. 

It ^became abfolutely hcceffary to find 
fome.iemployment, which from its novelty 
might engage her whole attention. In this 
dilemma the advantage that would accrue 
from learning the German tongue occurred 
to her. Hitherto (he had never continued 
long enough in any one place to attempt it, 
but fhe had now more than fufRcient leifiire : 
it had been reprefented to her as extremely 
diificult, but this was rather an inducement 

to 
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to her to attempt to learn it at this time, 
than any difcoufagement. Whatever would 
Call for the greateft exertion of her faculties^ 
and demand the hrgeft (hare of her atten- 
tion, would anfwer her prefent purpofe .\ii 
feeking employmenr, the beft; Ihe there- 
fore refolved to learn iGerman, atid. Ihc- 
hoped in the labours of her underftanding 
to forget the forrows of her heart. She cil*- 
tered therefore upon her talk with avidity j 
her maftcr attended her every day, and the 
eagernefs with which Ihe bent her: whole 
mind to the bufinefs, with her natural ta- 
lents, foon convinced her that the difficul- 
ties of the language had been exaggerated. 
She was not however difappointed in the 
main endj the newncfe of the purfuit in- 
terefted her, it filfed her time, and it filled 
her thoughts — it prevented her thinking of 
herfelf ; — employment (thought flie) is the 
great fecret of contentment. - 

She had been thus bufied about ten days, 

when Sir William, whom llie feJdom few 

in the courfe of the day for more than a 

L 5 few 
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few minutes at a timCj and who knew no- 
thing of her new employment, unexpedted- 
ly entered her apartment. 

He afked in Englifti, angrily and eagtr- 
ly, what fhe was about, 

" I am learning German,'* faid Ellen 
with a fmilc 

*^ And do you not know languages 
enow,?'* returned he rudely; " what af- 
feftation is this of the love of ftudy ?'* 

Ellen doubted whether . fhe heard him 
aright : amonglt all the foibles of Sir Wil- 
liam's character, he had always appeared 
.wholly free from the meap jealoufy which 
fome men . betray of female talents and fe- 
male acquirements; on_ the contrary, fhe 
had often heard him declare, that in mar- 
. rying he had forght not merely a miftrcis, 
but a companion ; and he had faid, that his 
choice of her had been as much determined 
by the cultivation of her mind, as by the 
attradions of her perfon, or the fweetnels 
of her temper. 

It 
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It is true, theft wrre. tlie fondneffes of 
his early love; and might be, with refpe^ 
to herfclf, no more than the flatteries of if; 
but fhe had invariably feen him feek the 
fociety of the beft informed females, and he 
had always appeared' to have aunore than 
common pleafure in their converfation. 

She knew not therefore to what to impute 
his fudden difpleafure on his difqovery of 
her defire to add another lanp;uao;e to thofe 
which (he already underftood, 

^* You are not ferious," faid (he, " thit 
my attempt to learn German gives you of- 
fence ?" ^ 

*^ Perfeftly fo, and I defire you will im- 
mediately difmifs that' gentleman there, and 
inform him that you (hall not again require 
his attendance." 

Ellen", turning to the German, told him, 
in French, that fhe was at prefent particu- 
larly engaged, and that (he would Met him 
know when Ihc again wifhed to fee+iim." 

The man departed, and Ellen, turning to 
Sir William, faid, ^^ Pray -what am I to^ uri- 
dcrftand from all this ?'* 

, L 6 '' That 
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*' That it is my will that you do not learn 
Germ'an, and that any farther attempt to ac- 
quire the language will be, on your part, 
an a6t of difobedience/* 

*' You have fo little iifcd me to fo au- 
thoritative, a ftyle, that you muft forgive me 
if I fay I am fomewhat furprifed with it.*' 

*' I know the new philofophy of matri- 
mony, as with every thing elfc, is equality ; 
but I believe we were united upon the old 
terms of the wife's obedience and fubordi- 
nation, and there ought to be nothing fur- 
prifing if I exaft from you no more than 
what you voluntarily engaged to perform/* 

^^ I thought I undcrftood,"' returned Ellen, 
" that you preferred receiving ^our rights 
in the free-will offering of love, rather than 
in the tribute of duty ; if I am not miftaken, 
of two unhappy people you will be the moft 
to be pitied — but you may be aflured you 
fhall moft (iriftly • receive your due,'* 

" If there ever were a time when I had 

fuch an option," faid Sir William with a 

fighj '' is it not gone for ever ? Will you,*' 

4 added 
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added hd, after fome littte paufe, " will you 
order your maid to fold up thofe books ?** 
pointing to the German grammar, &c. that 
lay upon the table, ** and I will put my 
feal on them?** 

" I will do it myfelf,*' faid Ellen 5 and im- 
mediately wrapping up all the books and 
papers relating ^^o' the intended ftudy, fhc 
botind them round with a ftring, lighted 
%hcr taper, and prelented the parcel and a 
ftick of fealing- wax to Sir William. 

While (he was thus employed. Sir Wil- 
liam regarded her with the moft fixed and 
melancholy attention. Prefer ving an inva- 
riable filcncc, he took the wax from her, 
melted it at the taper, dropped fome drops 
on the ftring, and impreffcd it with his feal ; 
then cafting up his eycsj ''^ Oh!*' exclaimed 
he, with a deep figh, " that there were a 
pofTibility of a doubt ! that I might be 
again deceived !" and, fo faying, he hurried 
out of the room. 

" Miferablc inconfiftency !" faid Ellen, 
finking, quite oppreffcd, into a chair, " thus 

ardently 
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ardently to defirc to be beloved, thus affidu^ 
oufly to cleft roy all ground for affe<?Hon.*' 

After this incident Sir William feemed 
as if more thar^ eyer to (hun being alone 
with Ellen ; he appeared as if afraid' that Ihe 
might refume her influence over his mind. 
I Her prefent ficuation made her particularly 
interefting; ihe was again with child, and 
fhe could not help remarking with furprife, 
that notwithfranding Sir William's increaf- 
ing indifference towards her, this circum- 
ftance fetmed to give him much more fa- 
tisfadion than he appeared to derive from 
it when (he believed herfelf in the full pof- 
feflion of his affedtions. To herfelf it con- 
veyed little happinefs. 

The prefent depreffed ftate of. her mind, 
and the remembrance of the bitter difap- 
pointment in which her former hopes from 
the fame fource had ended, deprived -her of 
the power of looking forward to the birth 
of her child either as an alleviation to her 
own forrows, or as the probable beginning 
of a ftate of happinefs to another human 
being. 

In 
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In this manner the winter pafled away at 
Drclclcn : Sir William had been more than 
once abfent from her for two or three nights 
at a time, either engaged in vifits to fuch of 
his former friends as refided at fome diftance 
frpm Drefden, or in purfuit of the fports 
of the field. For the latter purpofe he de- 
clared his intention, in the early part of the 
fpring, of eftabli(hing himfelf for fome little 
time in a Saxon village, on the confines of 
Bohemia -, it was a part of the country with 
which he was well acquainted, and which 
would afford him plenty of game ; and 
from the liberty of fporting that he had 
' received from many of his friends, it would 
be fully in his power to purfue it. 

Ellen had no reluftance to accompany 
him; (he rather hoped advantage from 
change of place, than dreaded any increafc 
to her prefent chagrins; and Di-efden had 
been too melancholy a fojourn to her for her 
not to find fome relief in bidding it adieu. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 



** Studifi ognun gioVare altrui, ch'^ nuAk. 
<< Volte il ben far^ fenza il fuo premio fia.** 

AR.IOSTO. 



A HEY were Toon fettled in a fmall houfe 
little better than acottage, 'in a fmall Saxon 
village, fitu^ted in the mountains that fepa- 
rate Saxony from Bohemia. Here however, 
having prcvioufly provided themfclves with 
every neceffary at Drefden, they wanted none 
of the comforts and conveniences of life 
to which they had been accuftomed. 

Ellen foon began to think her fituation 
much improved ; the manners and appear- 
ance of the villagers became extremely in- 
terefting to her : in a little hamlet, fcarcely 

containing 
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containing twenty houfes, furrounded by 
extcnfive forefts, and apparently ftiut up by 
rugged and alnioft inaccefTible rocks from 
all inter-courfe with civilized life, Ellen 
found a gaiety, a hofpitality, a fociability of 
manners, that (he had often in vain fought 
for in more polifhed focieties* Thefe were 
accompanied, it is true, by the hardeft la- 
bour ; but tli€ virtuQUS iJxertions of indivi- 
duals for the fupport of their refpeftive fa- 
milies, feemedtobethe fourcc of, not the 
obftruilion to, the general hilarity. 

EUfcn ajfo obfcrvcd, with "pleafure, that 
almoft every body could read, and that this 
general diffufion of knowlc(%e was 6r froni 
being an obftacle to any of the cares of the 
moft dfliduous "^houfewifery. Clean, adive, 
and fpirited, the women particularly charm- 
ed her by the beauty of their ftiapes, and 
the animation of their looks ; and (be more 
than ever regretted the want of a common 
language between them and herfclf. 

In ipitc of this obftruftion to their more 
intinutc intdrcourf^ Ellen fpcnfwiucb of 

.^ her 
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her time in the cottages and in >walks 
through the adjacent woods ; fhe longed to 
clamber amongft the rocks, as (he had been 
accuftomed to do in happier days in dear 
Northumberland, ' but this her prefent cir- 
cumftances forbade. 

Sir WilliatTi was fb frequently abfent, 
that he knew little how (he pa(red her time -, 
and had he known', it could have made 
no objc6Hon. 

One of her favorite walks was round the 
back part of the village through a fmall 
wood, which led along the fide of a rivulet, 
which coming fuddenly to an abrupt and 
fomewhat (leep rock, overgrown by brufli- 

' wood, threw itfclf down with a precipi- 
tancy that produced in miniature one of 
the moft beautiful cafcades imaginable. iThe 

-path wound gently below this rock, and 
the rivulet, after its fall, refuming its calm* 
nefs, flowed quiedy along the valley 

Immediately at the foot of this rock was 
placed a cottage, which, from its fituation and 
the accompanying features of : the furround- 

ing 
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ing fcene, was pidurefque beyond defcrip- 
tion ; and Ellen had often flood contempla- 
ting it from above, with a pleafure inexpref- * 
fible, and often had (he defcended to reft 
herfelf on the bench at its door, and to re- 
ceive the welcome refrefliment of a bowl of 
milk, with which its hoipitable inhabitants 
were always willing to fupply her. 

One morning {he direfted her fteps to the 
favorite fpot, and finding herfelf more than 
ufually &tigped with her walk^ thought with 
uncommon fatisfa£tioQ of her refting-place, 
the bench. What then were her grief and 
difappointment when arriving on the top 
of the rock, from whence firft the cottage 
could be feen, fhe looked for it in vain? 
The cottage was no more, but from its fcite 
arofe a curling fmoke, which told with too 
much certainty its fate. Of felf in fucha 
moment no one would have thought. Ellen 
knew not that fhe exifted, but ran with 
a precipitancy round the rock that left her 
no breath when fhe arrived at the bottom of it. 

Here fhe found the ruined and dcfolated 
femily given up to all the horrors of de- 

fpair. 
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fpair. It confided of a mother, two daugh- 
ters, and three children, the offspring of 
one of the daughters, the hufband of whom, 
a miner, being at prefent c^igaged at fome 
diftance from his home, had left the help- 
Icfs females without that affiftance which 
would probably have averted a calamity, 
which, with a lamentation ufelefs as their 
own, he would now pnly be able to deplore. 

On the fight of Ellen, all the poor fuf- 
ferers gathered around her; the old woman 
grafped her hand, the children caught hold 
of her cloaths, the mother pointed to her 
ruined cottage, and then to ' her infants. 
The appeal was irrefiftiUc ; there was no 
need of language — the note of fupplication 
is the farne in all — Ellen's heart was ever 
reiponfive to its cry s (he returned the pref- 
fure of the old woman^s hand, (he embrac- 
ed the children, fhe took out her purfe — it 
contained not much, for the. fuppUes of Sir 
William were no longer regular^ but hap- 
pily much was not wanted. The ruin, it is 
true, was complete, but the means of re- 
covery 
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covery were not very extended — Ellen gave 
all flie had ; it appeared a mine of wealth to 
the receivers, and their exprcflSons of grad- 
tpdQ were more than the feeling heart 
of Ellen could bear. The bench was gone, 
but flie fat down on a ftone 5 and the younger 
fitter, who was the firft toobferve her emo-\ 
tion, ran haftily to the rivulet, and brought 
her a little water in a wooden bowl ; - Ellen 
dr^nk it, and was relieved, and rofe to de- 
part. Again the gratitude of the now happy 
family threw them at her feet. 

At length efcaped from thefe, to her, pain- 
ful efFufions of their feelings, Ellen turned 
her fteps homewards with a lightened purfe, 
but with a heart ten times more lightened. 
She had not known a fcnfation fo delightful 
fince the day in which Ihe had relieved the 
diftreffes of the grandfon of old Deborah. 

" Oh !'' faid flie to herfelf, "how little do 
thofc know of happinefs, who confine it to 
the gratification of felf 1" 

Ellen now grew fo near the time of her 
confinement, that fhe began earnelUy to 
wilh that Sir William would remove from 

their 
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their prefent fituation. It had been deter- 
mined that (he f^ould lie-in at Vienna, and 
that from thenc^, after her recovery, they 
fhould profecute their tour — a tour whic^h 
Ellen no longer wiflied to be extended. 
Her wiflies were fixed on England, and fhe 
fometimes thought that if (he might be per- 
mitted to return thither, with a healthy baby 
in her arms, fhe might flill fecure to herfelf a 
toilerable portion of happinefs. 

Day after day pafTed away, and Sir Wil- 
liam flill found new reafons for continuing 
where they were j but at length their removal 
could be delayed no longer, if- indeed Ellen 
were to arrive at Vienna before her lying-in. 

Sir William had for fome time paft fuf- 
pended the unceafing attention which, on 
their firft leaving England, he had fhewn 
to the perfonal attendants upon Ellen -, her 
prefent fervant had lived with her fince her 
arrival at Drefden, and fhe had no reafbn 
to wifh to change her. Two days, however, 
before the day on which it was now fixed that 
they fhould leave the village, Sir William 
cxprefTed the mofl pointed difapprobadon 

of 
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of her, told of his fufpicions of her honcfty, 
complained of her impertinence, and de- 
fired Ellen would difmifs her. 

Ellen could not help a little remonftrat- 
ing againfl- a-requeft, the compliance with 
which would e^^pofe her to all the fatigues 
and inconveniences of a long journey in 
her prefcnt helplefs circumftances, without 
the afliftance fhe had been fb long accuf- 
tomed to, and (he propofcd that fhe might 
be allowed to retain her fervant until her 
arrival at Vienna, when (he faid (he would 
willingly difcharge her. Sir William urged 
her immediate difmifTion; and whatever 
were the inconveniences that Ellen might 
fear from it, (he thought them lefs than thofc i 
which attended a conteft with SirWitliam; — 
(he therefore acquiefced, and Sir Wil- 
liam promifed to feek out fome peafant's 
daughter, who might accompany them on 
their journey, and continue with Ellen until 
ihe could find fomebody more to her mind 
at Vienna. 

Fortunately his enquiries were anfwered 
by a young p^rfon who was juft returned 

ironv 
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from ftrvice at Drefdcn, and ihc willingly 
confcnted to attend upon Ellen as long as 
flie wiflied her to do fo. Xhe caprice that 
Sir William manifefted in thefe particulars, 
was not confined to the attendants upon 
Ellen — he had repeatedly parted with his 
own perfonal fervant, and at this time their 
whole fuite confifted of the newly hired 
Saxon girl, and one footman. 

" We will cftablifli ourfelves comforta- 
bly at Vienna," faid Sir William ; ^^ already 
we have a good houfe taken there, and I 
have defired a female friend of mine to 
hire u§ fervants. I will now add to the lift 
a femme de chambre for you," 

« My dear Sir William," faid Ellen preff- 
ing his hand, ^^ how happy fhould I be if 
you would realize your words — if indeed we 
might have a comfortable eiftabiilhment any 
where! Long have we wanted it, and. yet 
every comfort and every happinefs feem to 
be in our power." 

« Be fatisfied,"faid Sir William/^ all will 
foon be as it ought to be." 

END OF VOL. IX. 



